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SERMON h 

On the Importancr of Order iii 
Conduct. 



I Corinth, xiv. 40* 
X^t all things be done — in order. 

l^^t^^^ltlGlOl^^ like every regular and 
R ^ well-conne<Stcd fyftem, is compo* 
JklUl^jm! fed of a variety of parts j each of 
which polTeflca its feparate importance, and 
contributes to the perfection of the whole. 
Some graces are effential to it ; fuch as faith 
and repentance, the love of God, and the 
love of our neighbour j which, for that rea- 
VoL. n. B fon. 
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SERM. fon, muft be often inculcated on men* 
v,..-^^.,j There are other difpofitions and habits, 
which, though they hold not fo high a rank, 
yet are neceflary to the introduction and 
fupport of the former; and therefore, in 
religious exhortations, thefe alfo juftly claim 
. a place. Of this nature is that regard to 
order, method, and regularity, which the 
apoftle enjoins us iii the text to Carry thfo' 
the whole of life. Whether you confider 
it as, in itfelf, a moral duty, or not, yet I 
hope foon to convince you that it is effential 
to the proper difcharge of almoft all duties, 
and merits, upon that account, a greater de- 
gree of attention than is commonly paid to 
it in a religious view. 

If you look abroad into the world, you 
may be fatisfied, at the firft glance, that a 
vicious and libertine life is always a life of 
confufion. Thence it is natural to infer^ 
that order is friendly to religion. As the 
negle£t of it coincides with vice, fo the 
prefervation of it muft affift virtue. By the 
appointment of Providence, it is indifpen- 
fably requifite to worldly profperity. Thence 

arifes 
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arifes a prefumption, that it is conneAed S 
alfo with fpiritual improvement. When v. 
you behold a man^s affairs, through ne*» 
gligence and mifcondud, involved in dif* 
order, you naturally conclude that his ruin 
approaches* You may at the fame time 
juftly fuljpeft, that the caufes which affedt 
his temporal welfare, operate alfo to the 
prejudice of his moral interefts. The apo- 
ille teaches us in this chapter, that God it 
fjtot the author of confujion *. He is a lover 
of order : and all his works are full of order* 
But where confujion isj there is^ its clolc 
attendant, every evil work f • In the fe^ 
quel of this difcourfe I fhall point out fome 
of thofe parts of conduct wherein it is moft 
material to virtue that order take place ; and 
then fhall conclude with Ihewing the high 
advantages which attend it. Allow me to 
recommend to you order in the conduct 
of your affairs ; order in the diftribution of 
your time; order in the management of 
your fortune ; order in the regulation of 

* Ven 33. f James, iii. 16 p 
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M. your amufcment$; order in the arrange- 
^ ment of your focieity* Thus let all things * 
be done in order. 

I. Maintain order in the conduct of 
your worldly a£fairs. Every man, in every 
ftation of life, has forac concerns, private, 
domeftic, or public, which require facccf- 
iive attention ; he is placed in fome fphere 
of a£tivc duty. Let the employments 
which belong to that fphere be fo arranged, 
that each may keep its place, without juft- 
Ung another; and that what regards the 
world may not interfere with what is due 
to God. In proportion to the multiplicity, 
of affairs, the obfervance of order becomes 
more indifpenfable. But fcarcely is there 
any train of life fo limple and uniform but 
what will fuffer through the negleil of it, 
I fpeak not now of fuffering in point 
of worldly intereft. I call upon you to 
attend to higher interefts ; to remember 
Aat the orderly condud of your temporal 
affairs forms a great part of your duty as 
Chriftians. 

\ • « Many, 
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Many, indeed, can hardly be perfuaded S 
of this truth. A ftrong propenfity has, in 
every age, appeared among men, to feque- 
ftrate religion from the commerce of the 
world, Seafons of retreat and devotion 
they are willing to appropriate to God. 
But the world they confider as their own 
province. They carry on a fort of fepa- 
rate intefeft • there. Nay, by the refpe£t 
which, on particular occafions, they pay to 
religion, they too often imagine that they 
have acquired the liberty of acting in 
worldly matters, according to what plan 
they chufe. How entirely do fuch perfons 
miftake the defigh of Chriftianity ! — In this 
world you were placed by Providence as on 
a great field of trial. By the neceflities of 
your nature you are called forth to differ- 
ent employments. By many ties you are 
connciSled with human fociety. From fu- 
periours and inferiours, from neighbours 
and equals, from friends and enemies, 
demands arife, and obligations circulate 
through all the ranks of life. This aSive 
fccne was contrived by the wiifdom of Hea* 
B 3 * ven^ 
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vcn, on purpofe that It might bring mto 
exercife all the virtues of the Chriftian cha* 
rafter; yourjuftice, candour, and veracity 
in dealing with one another j your fidclify 
to every truft, and your confcientious dif* 
charge of every office, which is committed 
to you; your afTedlion for your friends ; 
yo'ur forgivenefs of enemies ; your charity 
to the diftrefled; your attention to tW 
interefts of your family. It is by fulfilling 
all thefe obligations, in proper fucceffion, that 
you fliew your converfation to be fuch as 
becometb the gofpel of Chriji^ It is thus you 
make your light fo to fhine before men^ that 
they may fee your good works ^ and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven. It is thus you 
are rendered meet for the inheritance of the 
faints in light. — 'But how can thofe various 
duties be difcharged by perfons who are 
ever in that hurry and perplexity which 
diforder creates? You wifh, perhaps, to 
perform what your chara£ter and ftation 
require. But from the confufion in which 
you have allowed yourfelves to be involved, 
you find it to have become impoflible. 

What 
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What was negledted to be done in its pro- 
per place, thrufts itfelf forward at an incon- 
venient feafon. A multitude of affairs 
crowd upon you together. Different obli- 
gations diftrad youj and this diftradion 
u fometimes the caufe, fometimes the pre- 
tence, of equally neglefting them all, or, 
at teaft, of facrificing the greater to tht 
Ie(ft» 

Hence arife fo many inconfiftent charac-? 
ters, and fuch frequent inftances of partial 
and divided goodnefs, as we find in the 
world J appearances of generofity without 
juftice, honour without truth, probity to 
men withput reverence of God. He who 
condufSs his affairs with method and regu- 
larity, meets every duty in its proper place, 
and alEgns it its due rank. But where there 
is no order in conduft, there can be no unir 
formity in charader. The natural connec- 
tion and arrangement of duties are loft. If 
virtue appear at all, it will be only in fits 
and ftarts. The authority of confcience 
may occafionally operate, when our fitua-* 
tion affords it room for exertion. But in 
©4 other 
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other circumftances of equal importance, 
every moral fentiment will be overpowered 
by the tumultuous buftle of worldly affairs^ 
Fretfulnefs of . temper, too, will generall]^ 
characterize thofe who are negligent of or-» 
der. The hurry in which they live, and 
the embarraffinent$ with which they are 
farrounded, keep their fpirits. in perpetual 
ferment. Confliding with difficulties which 
they are unable to overcome, confcious of 
their own mifcondu£t, but afliamed to con- 
fefs it, they are engaged in many a fecret 
ftruggle; and the uneafinefs which they 
fufFer within, recoils in bad humour on all 
who are around them. Hence the wretched 
refources to which, at laft, they are obliged 
to fly, in order to quiet their cares. In 
defpair of being able to unravel what they 
have fufFered to become fo perplexed, they 
fometim^s fmk into fupine indolence, fome-^ 
times throw themfelves into the arms of 
intemperance and loofe pleafure ; by either 
of which they aggravate their guilt, and ac^ 
celeratje their ruin. To the end that order 
may be maintained in your affairs, it is 
il^c^fTary, 

II, That 



Digitized by 



Order in ConduSf.- 

IL That you attend to order in the dif- ^ 
tribution of your time. Time you ought to 
confider as a facred truft committed to you 
by God, bf which you are now the depo- 
fitaries, and are to render account at the 
laft. That portion of it which he has 
allotted you is intended partly for the con- 
cerns of this world, partly for thofe of the 
next. Let each of thefe occupy, in the diC- 
tribution of your time, that fpace which 
properly belongs to it. Let not the hours 
of hofpitality and pleafure interfere with 
the difcharge of your neceflary affairs ; and 
let not what you call necefiary affairs en- 
croach upon the time which is due tb devo^ 
tion. To every thing there is afeafon^ and 
a time for every purpofe under the heaven *. 
If you delay till to-morrow what ought to 
be done to-^day, you overcharge the mor- 
row with a burden which belongs not to it. 
You load the wheels of time, and prevent 
it from carrying you along fmoothly. He 
who every morning plans the tranfa£tiona 

* Ecclef. iiu u 

of 
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5 E R M. of the day, and follows out that plan, carries 
on a thread which will guide him through 
the labyrinth of the moft bufy life. The or-' 
derly arrangement of his time is like a ray of 
light which darts itfelf through all his affairs. 
But where no plan is laid, where the difpo* 
fal of time is furrendered merely to the? 
chance of incidents, all things lie huddled 
together in one chaos, which admits neither 
of diftribution nor review. 

The firft r^quifite for introducing order 
into the management of time, is to be im- 
preffed with a juft fenfe of its value. Con- 
fider well how much depends upon it, and 
how faft it flics away. The bulk of men 
are in nothing more capricious and incon-* 
fiftent than in their appretiation of time. 
When they think of it as the mealure of 
their continuance on earth, they highly 
prize it, and with the greateft anxiety feek 
to lengthen it ©tit. But when they view ic 
in feparate parcels, they appear to hold it 
in contempt, and fquander it with incon^^ 
fiders^te profufion. While they complain 
that life is fhort, they are often wifliing its 

different 
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dlfFerent periods at an end. Covetous of SERM- 
every other poffeffion, of time only they are u -/^n-f 
prodigal. They allow every idle man to be 
mafter of this property, and m^ke every 
frivolous occupation welcome that can help 
them to confume it. Among thofe who are 
fo carelefs of time, it is not to be expeded 
that order fhould be obferved in its diftri- 
bution. But, by this fatal negleft, how 
many materials of fevere and lafting regret 
are they laying up in ftore for themfelves ! 
The time which they fuffer to pafs away in 
the midft of confufion, bitter repentance 
feeks afterwards in vain to recal. What 
was omitted to be done at its proper mo^ 
ment, arifes to be the torment of fome fu- 
ture feafon. Manhood is difgraced by the 
confequences of negleded youth. Old age, 
opprefled by cares that belonged to a former 
period, labours under a burden not its own. 
At the clofe of life, the dying man be* 
holds w^ith anguifli that his dayg are finifli- 
ing, when his preparation for eternity is 
hardly commenced. Such are the efFeds 
of a difordcrly wafte of time, through not 

attending 
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SER M. attending to its value. Every thing in ther 
Ui.^iv^ -; life of fuch perfons is mifplaced. Nothing 
is performed aright, from not being per- 
formed in due feafon. 

But he who is orderly in the diftribution 
of his time, takes the proper method of 
efcaping thofe manifold evils. He is juftly. 
faid to redeem the time. By proper manage- 
ment, he prolongs it. He lives much in 
little fpace ; more in a few years than 
others do in many. He can livie to God 
and his own foul, and at the fame time at- 
tend to all the lawful interefts of the prefent 
world. He looks back on the paft, and 
provides for the future. He catches and 
arrefts the. hours as they fly. They arc 
marked down for ufeful purpofes, and their 
memory remains. Whereas thofe hours i 
fleet by the man of confufion like a (hadow. 
His days and years are either blanks of i 
which he has no remembrance, or they are 
filled up with fuch a confufed and irregular i 
focceflicri of unfinifhed tranfadions, that ] 
though he remembers he has beai bufy, ] 
yet.J5fc can give no account of the bufmefs i 

" which 
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which has employed him. Of him, more S E R M. 
than of any other, jt may with juftice be i_ I ^ 
pronounced, that be walketb in a vain Jbew^;\ 
be is difquieted in vain. 

III. Introduce order into the manage-* 
ment of your fortune. Whatever it be, let 
the adminiftration of it proceed with me^ 
thod and oeconomy. From time to time 
examine your fituation ; and proportion 
your expencc to your growing or diminiih** 
ing revenue. Provide what is neceflary, 
before you indulge in what is fuperfiuous. 
Study to do juftice to all with whom you 
deal, before you afFed: the praife of Uhera-« 
lity* In a word, fix fuch a plan of living 
as you find that your circumftances will 
fairly admit, and adhere to it invariably 
againft every temptation to improper ex-* 
cefs. 

No admonition refpcding morals is more 
neceflary than this to the age in which wo 
live ; an age manifeftly diftiiiguiflied by » 
propenfity to thoughtlefs profufion ; where* 
in all the different ranks of men are obferv- 
I > cd 
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ed to prefs with forward vanity on thofe 
who are above them ; to vie with their fu- 
periours in every mode of luxury and often- 
tation ; and to feek no farther argument for 
juftifying extravagance, than the fafliion of 
the times and the fuppofed neceflity of 
living like others around them. This turn 
of mind begets contempt for fober and or- 
derly plans of life. It overthrows all re- 
gard to domellic concerns and duties. ^ It 
puflies men on to hazardous and vifionary 
fchemes of gain ; and unfortunately unites 
the two extremes, of grafping with rapaci- 
oufnefs, and of iquandering with profufion. 
In the midft of fuch difordcr, no profperity 
can be of long continuance. While con- 
fufion grows upon men's affairs, and pro- 
digality at the fame time wades their fuh* 
ilance, poverty makes its advances like an 
armed man. They tremble at the view of 
the approaching evil ; but have loft the 
force of mind to make provifion againft it. 
Accuftomed to move in a round of fociety 
and pleafures di^roportioned to their con-^ 
dition, they are unjible to break through 
,6 the 
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the enchantments of habit ; and with their S E R M. 
eyes open fink into the gulph which is be- t_-^^ ^ 
fore them. Poverty enforces dependance ; 
and dependance increafes corruption. Ne- 
ce^^lty firft betrays them into mean com- 
pliances ; next, impels them to open crimes ; 
and beginning with oftentation and extra- 
vagance, they end in iiifamy and guilt. 
Such are the confequences of negleding 
order in our worldly circumftances. Such 
is the circle in which the profufe and the 

diffolute daily run. To what caufe, fo 

much as to the want of order, can we attri- 
bute thofe fcenes of diftrefs which fo fre- 
quently excite our pity ; families thai; once 
were flourilhing, reduced to ruin ; and the 
melancholy widow and neglected orphan, 
thrown forth, friendlefs, upon the world ? 
What caufe has been more fruitful in en- 
gendering ihofe atrocious crimes which fill 
fociety with difquiet and terrour ; in training 
the gamefter to fraud, the robber to violence, 
and even the afTaffin to blood ? 

Be afTured, then, that order, frugality^ 
and oeconomy, are the neceflary fupports of 

every 
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S£RM. every perfonal and private virtue. How 
^ ^ humble foever thefe qualities may appear to 
fome, they are, neverthelefs, the bafis on 
which liberty, independence, and true ho- 
nour, muft rife. He who has the fteadinefs 
to arrange his affairs with method and re- 
gularity, and to conduG his train of life 
agreeably to his circumftances, can be mat- 
ter of himfelf in every fituation into which 
he may be thrown. He is under no necef- 
fity to flatter or to lie, to ftoop to what is 
mean, or to commit what is criminal. But 
he who wants that firmnefs of mind which 
the obfervance of order requires, is held in 
bondage to the world, he can neither a£t 
his part with courage as a man, nor with 
fidelity as a Chriilian. From the moment 
you have allowed yourfelves to pafs the line 
of oeconomy, and to live beyond your for- 
tune, you have entered on the path of 
^ ^ y danger. Precipices furround you on all 
fides. Every flep which you take may 
lead to mifchiefs, that, as yet, lie hidden ; 
and to crimes that will end in your ever- 
lafting perdition, 

IV* Observe^ 
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IV, Observe order in your amufements ; s R M. 
that is, allow them no morie than their pro- > , ■ 
jper place ; ftudy to keep them within due 
bounds } mingle them in a temperate fuc^ 
ceffion with ferious duties^ and the higher 
bufinef^ of life. Human life cannot pro-s 
ceed to advantage without fome raeafure of 
relaxation and entertainment. We require 
relief from tare. Wd are not formed for a 
jperpetual ftretch of ferious thought. By 
too intenfe and continued application, ouf 
feeble powers would foon be worn out. At 
the fame time^ from our propenfity to eafe 
and pleafure, amufement proves, among all 
ranks of men^ the moft dangerous foe to 
order. For it tends inceflantly to ufutp and 
encroach, to widen its territories^ to thruft 
itfelf into the place. of more important con- 
cerns, aild thereby to difturb and counter^ 
aft the natural courfe of things* One fri- 
volous amufement indulged out of feafon, 
will often early perplexity and confufion 
through a long fucceffion of affairs. 

Amufements, therefore, though they be 
of an innocent kind, require fteady go*- 
. Vot. II. C vernment, 
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S £ R M. vemment, to keep them within a due and 
^ * ■ limited province. But fuch as are of att 
irregular and vicious nature, are not to be 
governed, but to be baniflied from every 
orderly fociety. As foon as a man feeks 
his happinefs from the gaming-table, the 
midnight-revel, and the other haunts of li- 
centioufnefs, confufion feizes upon him as 
its own. There will no longer be order in 
his family, nor order in his affairs, nor order 
in his time. The moft important concerns 
of life are abandoned. Even the order of 
nature is by fuch perfons inverted ; night 
is changed into day, and day into night* 
Character, honour, ^md intereft itfelf, are 
trampled under foot. You may with cer- 
tainty progno'fticate the ruin of thefe men 
to be juft at hand. Diforder, arifen to its 
height, has nearly accompliflied its workT 
The fpots of death are upon them. Let 
every one who would efcape the peftilen- 
tial contagion fly with haftc from their 
company. 

y. Preserve 
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• Preserve order in the arrangement 
t)f your fociety ; that is, entangle not your-^ 
felves in a perpetual and promifcuous crowd ; 
feledl with prudence and propriety thofe 
with whom you chufe to aflbciate ; let 
company and retreat fucceed each other at 
meafured intervals. There can be no or- 
'der in his life who allots not a due fliare of 
his time to retirement and refle£lion. He 
can neither prudently arrange his temporal 
affairs, nor properly attend to his fpiritual 
interefts. He lives not to himfelf, but to 
the world. By continual diflipation, he is 
rendered giddy and thoughtlefs. He un- 
avoidably contrails from the world that 
Ipirit of diforder and confufion which is fo 
prevalent in it. 

It is not a fuflScient prefervative againft 
this evil, that the circles of fociety in which 
you are engaged are not of a libertine and 
vicious, kind. If they withdraw you from 
that attention to yourfelves, and your do- 
meftic concerns, which becomes a good 
man, they are fubverfive of drder, and 
inconfiftent with duty. What is innocent 
C 2 in 
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in itfelf, degenerates into guilt from being 
carried to excefs ; an idle, trifling fociety is 
near aTkin to fuch as is corrupting: One! 
of the firft principles of order is, to learn to 
be happy at home. It is in domeftic re- 
treat that every wife and virtuous man finds 
his chief fati^fadlion.' It is th^fe he forms 
the plans which regulate his public condudt. 
He who knows not how to enjoy himfelf 
when alone, can' never be long happy abroad* 
To his vacant mind, company may afford a 
temporary relief ; but when forced to re- 
turn to himfelf, he will be fo much mor* 
oppreffed and languid. Whereas, by a due 
mixture of public and private life^ we keep 
free from the fnares of both, and enjoy each 
to greater advantage. 

When we re^new thofe different parts of 
behaviour to which I have fliewn that o^der 
is effential, it muft neceffarily occur to you, 
that they are all mutually conneded, and 
hang upon each other. Throughout your 
affairs, your time, your expence, your 
amufements, your fociety, the principle of 

order 
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order muft be equally carried, if you ex- SERM. 
pe6l to reap any of its happy fruits. For . _f 
if into any one of thofe great departments 
of life you fufFer diforder to enter, it will 
iprcad through all the reft. In vain, for 
inftance, you purpofe to be orderly in the 
condudt of your affairs, if you be irregular 
in the diftribution of your time. In vain 
you attempt to regulate your expence, if 
into your amufements, or your fociety, dif^ 
order has crept. You have admitted a 
principle of confufion which will defeat all 
your plans ; and perplex and entangle what 
you fought to arrange. Uniformity is above 
all things necefTary to order. If you dcfire 
that any thing fhould proceed according to 
method and rule, let all tbingSy as the text 
exhorts, be done in order. 

I muft alfo admonifli you^ that in fmall, 
as well aS( in great affairs, a due regard to 
order is requifite. I mean not that you^ 
pught to look orx thofe minute attentions 
which are apt to occupy frivolous mindsj^ 
jas conne£led either with virtue or wifdom. 
But 1 exbor( you to remember, that dif- 
G 3 ox^^v^ 
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order, like other immoralities, frequently 
takes rife from inconfiderable beginnings. 
They who, in the leflilr tranfaciflions of life, 
are totally negligent of rule, will be in ha- 
zard of extending that negligence, by de- 
grees, to fuch affairs and duties as will render 
them criminal. Remiffnefs grows on all 
who ftudy not to guard againft it ; and it is 
only by frequent exercife that the habits of 
order and punduality can be thoroughly 
confirmed. 

From what has been faid, the great im- 
portance of this principle to moral and reli- 
gious condudl muft already be evident. 
Let us, however, conclude, with taking a 
fummary view of the advantages which 
attend it. 

Firft, The obfervance of order ferves to 
corredt that negligence which makes you 
omit fome duties, and that hurry and pre- 
cipitancy which makes you perform others 
imperfedly. Your attention is thereby di- 
reded to its proper objeds. You follow the 
ftraight path which Providence has pointed 

put 
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out to man ; in the courfe of which all the S E R M. 
different bufinefs of life prefents itfelf regu- i_ 
larly to him on every fide. God and man, 
time and eternity, poflefs their proper fta- 
tions, arife in fucceffion to his view, and 
attract his care. Whereas he who runs on 
in a diforderly courfe, fpeedily involves 
himfelf in a labyrinth, where he is fur^* 
rounded with intricacy and darknefs. The 
crooked paths into which he ftrikes, turn 
him afide from the proper line of human 
purfuit ; hide from his fight the objefls which 
he ought chiefly to regard, and bring others 
under his view, which ferve no purpofe but 
to diftrad: and miflead him. 

Next, by attending to order, you avoid 
idlenefs, that moft fruitful fource of crimes 
and qvils. Ading upon a plan, meeting 
every thing in its own place, you conflantly 
find innocent and ufeful employment for 
time. You are never at a lofs how to dif-* 
pofe of your hours, or to fill up life agree-' 1 
ably. In the courfe of human adion, there 
^re two extremes equally dangerous to vir- 
tue i the multiplicity of affairs, and tho ' 
C 4 • total 
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SERM. total want of them. The man of order 
^ p ftands in the middle between thefe two 
extremes, and fufFers from neither. He is 
occupied, but not opprefled. Whereas the 
diforderly, overloading one part of time, 
and leaving another vacant, are at one 
period overwhelmed with bufinefs, and at 
another, either idle through want of em- 
ployment, or indolent through perplexity. 
Thofe feafons of indolence and idlencfs, 
which recur fo often in their life, are their 
moft dangerous momenta. The mind, un- 
Jiappy in its fituation, and clinging to every 
objedt which can occupy or amufe it, is 
then apteft to throw itfelf into the arms of 
^very vice and every folly, 

Farther, by the prefervation of order, 
you check inconftancy and levity. Fickle 
by nature is the human heart. It is fond 
of change; and perpetually tends to ftart 
afide from the ftraight line of condudl* 
Hence arifes the propriety of bringing our- 
felves under fubjeftion to method and rule ; 
which, thpiigh at firft it may prove con- 
ftraining, yet by degrees, and frorn the ex- 
perience 
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peFlence of its happy efFeds, becomes na- SERM. 
tural and agreeable. It rectifies thofe irre- w^y-???^ 
gularitie§ of temper and manners to which 
we give the name of caprice j and which 
are diftinguifliing charaderiftics of a difor- 
derly mind. It is the parent of fteadinefe 
pf conduct. It forms confiftency of cha-? 
rafter. It is the ground of all the confi-? 
dence we repofe in one another. For, the 
diforderly we know not where to find, Iq 
him only can we place any truft who is 
uniform and regular; who Uves by prin- 
ciple, uot by humour ; who a£ls upon a 
plan, and not by defultory motions, 

The advantages of order hitherto men^ 
tioned belong to jreditude of condudt^ 
Confider alfo how important it is to your 
felf- enjoyment and felicity. Order is the 
fource of peace ; and peace is t^e higheft 
of all temporal bleflings. Order is indeed 
the only region in which tranquillity dwells. 
The very mention of confufion imports 
difturbance and vexation. Is it poflible 
for that man to be happy, who cannot look 
into tliq ftate of his afFaurs, or the tenor of 

hi$ * 
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his condudt, without difcerning all to be 
embroiled ; who is either in the midft of 
remorfe for what he has neglected to do,^ 
or in the midft of hurry to overtake what 
he finds, too late, was neceflary to have 
been done ? Such as live according to or- 
der may be compared to the celeftial bodies, 
which move in regular courfes, and by 
ftated laws ; whofe influence is beneficent ; 
whofe operations are quiet and tranqulL 
The diforderly refemble thofe tumultuous 
elements on earth, which, by fudden and. 
violent irruptions, difturb the courfe of 
nature. By mifinanagement of affairs, by 
excefs in expence, by irregularity in the 
indulgence of company and amufement, 
they are perpetually creating moleftation 
both to themfelves and others. They de- 
part from their road to feek pleafure ; and 
inftead of it, they every where raife up 
forrows. Being always found out of their 
proper place, they of courfe interfere and 
jar with others. The diforders which they 
raife never fail to fpread beyond their pwi^ 
line, and to involve n^any in confufioQ 
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and diftrefs ; whence they neceflarily be- S E R M. 
come the authors of tumult and contention, y_ J- .. ^ 
of difcofd and enmity. Whereas order is 
the foundation of union. It allows every 
man to carry on his own aiFairs without 
difturbing his neighbour. It is the golden 
chain, which holds together the focieties of 
men in friendfhip and peace. 

In fine, the man of order is connefted 
with all the higher powers and principles 
in the univerfe. He is the follower of God. 
He walks with him, and aits upon his plan. . 
His character is formed on the fpirit which 
religion breathes. For religion in general, 
and the religion of Chrift in particular, may 
be called the great difcipline of order. To 
ivalk Jlnfully^ and to walk diforderly^ are 
fynonymous terms in Scripture. From 
Jucb as walk difordcrly we are commanded^ , 
in the name of the Lord ye/us Chrt/i^ to 
withdraw our/elves^. The kingdom of 
Satan is the reign of diforder and darknefs. 
TTo reftore order among the works of God, 

• a Theff. Ul 6, 
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was the end for which the Son of God de^ 
fcended to the earth. He requires order ta 
be obferved in his church. His undertak-^ 
ing is to be confummated in that perfedt 
order which he flxall introduce at the laft 
day. In the new earth and the new heavens^ 
undifturhed order fliall for ever prevail 
among the /pints of the juji made perfedti 
^nd whatever farther preparation may be 
requifite Tor our being admitted to join their 
fociety, it is certain that we fliall never fliare 
in it,, unlefs we make it now our ftudy tq 
4o (ill things decently y and ir^ order^ 
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SERMON IL 

On the Government of the HEAitti 



Proverbs, iv. 23; 

Keep thy heart with all diligence : for out of 
it arc the ijfues of lifci, 

AMONG the many wife counfels sERa^* 
given by this infpired writer, there y ^ 
is none which deferves greater regard than 
that contained in the text. Its importance^ 
however, is too feldom petceived by the 
generality of men. They are apt to con- 
fider the regulation of external condud: as 
the chief objetl of religion. If they can 
a£t their part with decency, and maintain a 
fair character, they conceive their duty ta 
be fulfilled. What paffes in the mean time 
within their mind, they fuppofe to be of no 
5 S^^^t 
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great confequence, either to themfelves, of 
to the world. In oppofition to this dan- 
gerous plan of morality, the wife m^ln ex- 
horts us to keep the heart ; that is, to attend 
not only to our adions, but to our thoughts 
and defires ; and to keep the heart with all 
diligence^ that is, with fedulous and unre- 
mitting care; for which he affigns this 
reafon, that, out of the heart are the ijjues 
of life. — In difcourfmg on this fubjedl I 
purpofe to confider, feparately, the govern- 
ment of the thoughts, of the paffions, and 
of the temper. But before entering on any 
of thefe, let us begin with enquiring, in, 
what fenfe the tffues of life are faid to be out 
of the heart; that we may difcern the force 
of the argument which the text fuggefts, to 
recommend this great duty of keeping the 
heart. 

The ijfues of life are juftly faid to be out 
of the heart, becaufe the ftate of the* heart 
is what determines our moral charadter^ 
and what forms our chief happinefs or 
mifery, 

I Firft^ 
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Firft, It is the ftate of the heart which SERM* 
determines our moral charadier. The te- w y . ^ 
nor of our adions will always correfpond 
to the difpofitions that prevail/ within. 
To diffemble, or to fupprefs them, is a fruit- 
lefs attempt. In fpite of our efforts, they 
will perpetually break forth in our beha- 
viour. On whatever fide the weight of 
inclination hangs, it will draw the pradice 
after it. In vain therefore you ftudy to 
preferve your hands clean, unlefs you re- 
folve at the fame time to keep your heart 
pure. Make the tree good^ as our Saviour 
dire£ts, and then its fruits will be good alfo. 
For out of the heart proceed not only evil 
thought but murders^ adulteries^ fornica^ 
tionSj theft ^ falfe witnefsy blajphemies 
that fountain be once poifoned, you can 
never expedt that falubrious ftreams will 
flow from it. Throughout the whole of 
their courfe, they will carry the taint of the 
parent fpring. 

But it is not merely from its influence on 
external adion that the importance of the 

f Matth. XV. i8« 

heart 
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heart to our moral chara£ter arifes. Indle-^ 
pendent of all a£tion, it is, in truth, the 
ftate of the heart itfelf which forms our' 
character in fl^ fight of God; With our 
fellow-creatures^ adions muft ever hold the 
chief rank ; bccaufe, by thefe only we can 
judge of one another } by thefe We efFe£fe 
each other's welfare j and therefore to thefe 
Alone the regulation of human law extends. 
But in the eye of that Supreme Being, to 
\vhom oilr whole internal frame is uncover- 
ed, difpofitions hold the place of actions ; 
and it is riot fo much What we perform, as 
the motive which moves us to perform- 
ance, that , conftitutes us good ot evil in 
his fight. ' Even among men, the mora^* 
iity of adions is eftimated by the principle 
from which they are judged to proceed j 
3ind fuch as the principle is, fuch is the 
man accounted to be^ One, for inftance^ 
may fpend much of his fortune in charita- 
ble actions ; and yet, if he is believed to be 
influenced by mere ofteiitation, he is deem-^ 
cd not charitable, but vain^ He may la- 
bour unweariedly to ferve the public ; but 
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if IS pronipted by the dcfire of iifing s 
into power, he is held hot public fpirited, 
but atabitious: And if he bcftows a bene-' 
fit, purely that he liiay receive a greater in 
return, no man would fcckoil him gfcne- 
rous, but felfifli and intercfted. If reafon 
thus, ckarly teaches us to eftimate the value 
of adiions by the difpfofitions which give 
them birth, it is an obvious conclufion, that, 
according to thofe difpofitibns, wc are all 
ranked arid clafled by hiia who feeth into 
every h^art* The rectification of our prin- 
ciples of adion .is the primary obje6l of 
religious difcipline ; and, in proportion as 
this is more or left advknced^ wc are more 
or lefs religious. Accordingly^ the rege- 
neration of the heart is every where repre- 
fented in the Golpel as the moft effential 
requifite in the charader of a Chriftian. 

Secondly,, The ftat^ of the heart not 
only determines out moral charader, Kut 
forms our principal happinefs or mifery. 
External fituatidns of fortune are no far- 
ther of confequence,than as they operate on 

Vot. 11. D the 
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the heart ; and their operation tl^ere i^ faf 
from correfpondiag to the degree of world- 
ly profperity or adverfity- If, from any 
internal caiifey a qian^s peace of mind 
difturbed, iri vain you load him with all . 
the honours or riches which the worlcj cart 
beftow* They remain \7ith0ut, like thinga 
at a diftance from him. They reach not 
the fource of enjoyment* Difcompofcd 
thoughts^ agitated pal£ons^ and a rUffied 
temp?r, poifq^ every ingredient of plea- 
fure ^hich the world holds out ; and over-* 
caft every objcdt which prefents itfclf, with 
a melancholy gloom. In order to acquire 
a capacity of happiiiefs, it muft be oui: fiift 
ftudy to redify fuch inward diforders- 
Whatever difcipUne tends to accomplifli 
this purppfe, is- of 'greater importance to, 
man, than the acquifitlon of thp advantages, 
of fortune. Thefe are precarious and 
doubtful in thdr effed} internal tranquil- 
lity is a certain good. Thefe are only 
means but that is the end. Thefe are no 
more than inftruments of fatisfactioq j that, 
is fatisfadion itfclf« ~ 
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Jaftly IS it iaici by the Wife Man^ tkti^ S E R M. 
^(x^o bath no rule over his fpirity is like a city t -^-_| 
that is broken dovoh and without walls All 
is wafte; all is in diforder and riiins within 
him* He poflefles no defence againft dan- 
gers of any fort. He lies open to every 
infurreftion of ill-humour^ and every in- 
vafion of diftrefs. Whereas he who is em- 
ployed in regulating his mind, is making 
ptovifion againft all the accidents of life* 
He is erefting a foffrefs into which, in the 
day of dangef ) he can retreat with !afcty. 
And heiice, aimidflt thofe endeavours to fe- 
cure hap^incfs which incefTantly employ 
the life of man, the careful regulation, or 
the* improvident negledl of the inward 
frame, forms the chief diftindion between ■ 
wifdom attd folly. 

Thus it appears with how much pro- 
priety the ijfues of life are faid to be out of 
the heart. Here rife thofe great Iprings ot 
Kunian condud whence the main currents 

• Prov. X3CV. %f. 

D % flow 
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flow of our virtue, or our vice ; of our hap^ 
pinefs, or our mifery. Befides this power- 
ful argument for keeping the heart with all 
diligence^ 1 n;iuft mention another import- 
ant confideratipn taken from the prefent 
ftate of human nature. Think what your 
heart now is,, and what muft be the cqnfe- 
quence of remitting.your vigilance in watch-- 
ing over it. With too much juftice it is. 
faid in Scripture, to be deceitful above all 
things^ and defperately wicked. Its bias of 
innate corruption gives it a perpetukl ten- 
dency downwards into vice and diforder* 
To diredl. and impel it upwards, requires a 
conffant effort. Experience may convince 
you, that almoft every defire has a propen^- 
fity to wander Into an improper diredion ; 
that every paflion tends to excefs ; and that 
around your imagination there perpetually 
crowds a whole fwarm of vain and cor- 
rupting thoughts. After all the care that 
can be bellowed by the beft men on the 
regulation of the heart, . it frequently baf- 
fles their efforts to keep it under proper. 
difcipKn^* Intp what univerfal tumult 

them 
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tfeen muft it rife, if no vigilance be em-^ 
ployed, . and no government be exeaxifeci 
over it? Inattention and remilfnefs is^all 
that the great adverfary of mankind de- 
fires, in order to gain full advantage. 
While you Jleep^ ht fows his tares jn the 
field. The houfe which he finds vacant 
and unguarded, he prefently garnijhes with 
evil JpiritSM 

Add to this, that the human temper is 
to be confidered as a fyftem, the parts of 
which have a mutual dependence on each 
other. Introduce diforder into any one. 
part, and you derange the whole. Suffer, 
but one paffion to go out of its place, or, 
to acquire an unnatural force, and prefently 
the balance of the foUl will be broken, ; its 
powers will jar among themfelves, and their 
operations become difcordant. — Keep thy^. 
hearty therefore^ with all diligence ; for all 
tljy diligence is here required. And though 
thine own keeping alone will not avail, 
unlefij the afliftance of a higher power con- 
cur, yet of this be well affured, that no 
said frpm heaven is to be expelled, if thou 
P 3 Ihalt 
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ihalt neglefk to exert thjrfelf in performing 
tlie ipait affigned thee. 
. / ■ . / ' 

Having now Ihowri the importance, of 
cxercifing government over the heart, I 
proceed to confider more particularly in 
what that government confifts, as it re- 
ipe£ts the thoughts, the paifions, and the 
temper. 

I begin with the thoughts, which are the 
prime movers of the whole human condud* 
All that makes a figure on the great theatre 
of the world, the employments of the bufy, 
the enterprizes of . the ambitious, and the 
exploits of the warlike, the virtues Which 
form the Ijappinefs, and the crimes which 
occafion the mifery of mankind, originate 
in that filent and fecret recefs of thought 
which is hidden from every human eye. 
The fecrecy and filence which reign there, 
favour the prejudice entertained by too 
many, that thought is exempted from all 
controul, Paflions, they perhaps admits 
require government and refbraint, becaufe 
they arc violent emotions, and difturb fo- 

Qi?ty, 
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ciety. But with their thoughts, they plead, s 
no one is concerned* By thefe, as long as 
they remain in their bofom, no offence can 
be given, and no injury committed. To 
enjoy unreftrained the full range of imagi- 
nation, appears to them the native right 
and privilege of man. 

Had they to do with none but their 
fellow-creatures, fuch reafoning might be 
fpecioCis. But they ought to remember, 
that, in the fight of the Supreme Being, 
thoughts bear the charader of good or evil, 
aS much as adtions ; and that they are, in 
cipecial manner, thefubjeds of divine ju- 
rifdidtion, becaufe they are cognizable at 
no other tribunal. The moral regulation 
of our thoughts, is the particular teft of our 
reverence for God. If we reftrain our pat 
fions from breaking fortli into open difor- 
d6fs, while we abandon our imagination 
in fecret to corruption, we fhow that virtue 
refts with us upon regard to men; and 
that however' we may adt a part in public 
with propriety, there is before our eyes 
no fear of that God who fearcbetb the 
D 4 hearty 
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hearty and requiretb truth in the inwjxrd 
parts. 

But, even abftrafting frpm thl§ awful 
cpnfiderationj the government of our 
thoughts muft appear to be of high conr 
fequence, from their direft influence on. 
condu£t. It is plain, that thought gives the 
firft impulfe to every principle of a^ftion* 
Aftions are, in truth, no other than thoughts . 
•ripened into confifl:ency and fybftance. Sq 
cerjain is this, that to judge with precifipn 
of the ch^rafter of any man, and to foretell 
with confidence what part he will aft, nq 
more were requifite, than to be rendered 
capable of viewing the current of thought 
which pafles moft frequently within hin^. 
Though by fuch a method we have no ac- 
cefs to judge of one another, yet thus it is 
always in our power to judge of ourfelves. 
Each of us, by impartially ifcrutinizing his 
indulged favourite thoughts, may dif- 
cover the whole fecret of his real ch^radten 
This 4>onfideration alone is fufKcient to 
Ihow, of what importance the government 
of thought is to the keeping of the hearts 
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B^T, fiippofing us convinced of its im- s E rm. 
portance, a queftion may arjfe, How far it . ; 
Is within o\xx power, and in what degree 
thoughts are fubjedt to the command of the 
will? It is plain that they are not always 
the offspring of choice. Often they are in- 
evitably impreffed upon the mind by fur- 
rpunding objeds. Often they ftart up, as 
pf themfelves, without any principle of in- 
troduftion which we are able to p-ace. As 
the wind blowetb where it liftetb^ (ind thou 
canfi not tell whence it cometh^ nor whither 
it goetb^ equally rapid in its tranfitions, and.- 
infcrutable in its progrefe, is the courfe of 
thought. Moving along a train of connec- 
tions which are too delicate for our ob- 
fervatipn, it defeats all endeavours either to 
explore or to ftop its path. Hence vain 
and fantaftic imaginations fometimes break 
in upon the moft fettled attention, and diC- 
turb even the devout exercifes of pious 
minds. Inftances of this fort muft be placed 
to the account of human frailty. They are 
misfortunes to be deplored, rather than 
crimes tp be condemned ; and our gracious 

Creator 
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Creator, who knows our frame ^ and remem-* 
bers we are dufty will not be fevere in mark* 
ing every fuch error and wandering of the 
mind. But, after thefe allowances are made, 
ftill there remains much fcope for the pro- 
per government of thought ; and a multi*- 
tude of cafes occur, in which we are no lela^ 
accountable for what we think, than for 
what we do* 

As, firft, when, the introduftion of any 
train of thought depends upon ourfelves, 
and is our voluntary adl ; by turning our 
attention towards fuch obje<3:8, awaken-* 
ing fuch paffions, or engaging in fuchi em-* 
ployments, as we know muft give a pecu^ 
jiar determination to our thoughts. Next^ 
when thoughts, by whatever accident they 
my have been originally fuggefted, are in- 
dulged with deliberation and complacency. 
Though the mind has been paffive in their 
reception, and, therefore, free from blame ; 
yet, if it be adive in their continuance, the 
guilt becomes its own. They may have 
intruded at firft, like unbidden guefts ; but 
if, when entered, they are made welcome, 
a and 
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and kindly entertained^ the cafe is the fam« S E R M- 
as if they had been invited from the be^n* v- .y ..i^. 
ning. . If we be thus accountable to God. 
for thoughts either voluntarily introduced^ 
or deliberately indulged, we are no lefs fo, 
ia the laft place, fpr thpfe which fiud ad- 
mittance into our hearts from fupine negli- ' 
gence, from total relaxation of attention, 
from allowing our imaginatipn to rove with 
entire licence, likf the eyes of the fool^ to-- 
wards the ends of the earth. Our minds 
are, in this cafe, thrown open to folly and 
vanity* They are proftitutcd to every evil 
thing- which pleafes to take poflelIion« The 
confequences muft all be charged to our ac- 
count ; and in vain we plead excufe from 
human Infirmity*. Hence it appears,, that 
the great objed at which we are to aim in. « 
governing our thoughts, is, to take the moftj 
effedual meafures for preventing the intro-. 
duflion of fuch as are finful, and for haftcn-* 
ing their cxpulfion, if they lhall have intro- 
duced themfel ves without confent of the will. 

But when we defcend into our breafts, 
and ?:^amwe hqw far vre have ftudied to 

keep 
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**. keqp this object in view, who can tell bow 
^ oft be bath offended ? In no article of reli- 
gion or morals are men more culpably re- 
mifs than in the unreftrained indulgence 
they give to fancy ; and that too, for moft 
part, without remorfe. Since the time that 
Reafon began to exert her powers. Thought, 
during our waking hours, has been aSive 
in every breaft, without a moment's fuf- 
penfibn or paufe. The current of ideas 
has been always flowing. The wheels of 
the fpiritual engine have circulated with 
perpetual 'motion. Let me afk, what has 
been the fruit of this inceffant adivity with 
the greateft part of mankind ? Of the in- 
numerable hours that have been employed 
in thought, how few are marked with any 
0. permanent or ufeful efFed ? How many 
have either paiTed away in idle dreams ; or 
huve been abandoned to anxious difcon- 
tented mufing^, to unfocial and malignant 
paifions, or to irregular and criminal de- 
lires ? Had I power to lay open that ftore- 
houfe of iniquity which the hearts of too 
many conceal; could I draw out and read 
8 ' to 
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to them a lift of all the imaginations they SER 11. 
have devifed^ and all the paiCons they have w-^^ 
indulged in fecret ; what a pi&ure of men 
would I prefent to themfelyes ! What crimes 
would they appear to have perpetrated in 
fecrecy, which to their moft intimate com- 
panions they durft not reveal ! 
^ Even when men imagine their thoughts 
to be innocently employed, they too com- 
monly fuffer them to run out into extrava- 
gant imaginations, and chimerical plans of 
what they would wiflh to attain, or chufe to 
be, if they could frame the courie of things 
according to their defire* Though fuch 
employments of fancy come not under the 
iame defcription with thofe which are plain* 
ly criminal, yet wholly unblameaUe they lel- 
dom are. Befides the wafte of time which 
they occaiion, and the mifappKcation which 
they indicate of thofe intelle^al powars 
that were given to us for much nobler pur- 
pofes, fuch romantic ipeculations lead u^ 
always into the neighbourhood of forbid-, 
den regions. They place us on dangerous 
ground* They are for the moft part con- 

ne^ed 
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. hedejd ^ith fottie* otife bid paffion ; 2iil<t 
ih^y alwa^ nbtitifH a giddj^ and friVdbuj 
turn of thought* TKfey unfit the thind fox' 
applyirlg with rigour to rational piiifiiits, 
or for acquiefcing in fober plans of conduft* 
Froth thalt ideal world in tvhich it allows 
Itfelf to dwell, it rfetilrrts, ib the commerce 
of niefl,' unbfefif dhA relaxed, fickly and 
taintid, averse from difcharging the duties, 
and fdtiidtimes difqualffied even for rfeliA* 
ihg thfe plea[ftires of ordmary Kfe. ^e^u^ 
fdl&hii niajb tbihe heart Jhom *ivkkednefs. 
HoisUhff^ Jhall thy vain ihotights lodgb pitb^ 
in thee * — ^Iri order to guard againft all 
foch ciorruj^ibriis and abufe of thoujght as I 
l\lavd meAtittnfed; it may be profitable to at- 
tend to^ the following rules : 

I*N firft place, ftudy to acquire the 
Ifliblt^of attention to thought. No ftudy is ' 
iribre important ; f6r In jirbportion to the 
dtfgree in which this habit is pofliefled^ fuch 
coffiffitdnlj^ ir the degree of intelledtual im- 

♦ Jcrem. iv. 14. 

pfovement* 
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which in a great meafure diftinguiflies the u 
wife and the great from the vulgar and 
trifling herd of tnen. The latter are ac- 
cuftomed to think, or rather to dream, with- 
out knowing the fubjedt of their thoughts* 
In their unconncded rovings, they purfue 
np end j they follow no track. Every thing 
floats looife and disjointed on the fiirface of 
their mind ; like leaves fcattered and blown 
aboHt on the face of the waters. 

In order to lead your thoughts into any 
\ifeful dareftion, your firft care muft be, to 
acquire the power of fixing them, and dt 
reftraining their irregular motions. Inure 
yourlelves to form a plan of proper medi- 
tjatipn ; to purine it fteadily ; and with fe* 
vere authority to keep the door Ihut againft ■ 
iptrufions of wandering fancy. Let your ' 
mind, for this purpofej become a frequent 
object to itfelf. Let your thoughts be made 
the fubjedt of thought and review, — To 
*^ what is my attention at prefent direiled ? 

Could I difclofe. it without a blufli to the: 
•* world? Were God inftantly to. call ni«'- 




into 
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into judgment, what account could I givd 
" of it to hipi? Shall I be the wifer qx the 
" better for dwelling on fuch thoughts as 
"now fill, my mind? Are they entirely 

confiftent with my innocence, and With 
*^ my prefent and future peace ? If they 

are not, to what purpofe do I indjiUge 

fuch unprofitable or dangerous mufings?*' 
— ^By frequent exercife of this inward fiyu-* 
tiny, we might gradually bring imagination 
under difcipline, and turn the powers- of 
thought to their proper ufe as means of im- 
provement, inftead of fuffering them to- be 
only the inftruments of vanity and guilta 

In the fecond place, in order to the go-* 
vernment of thought, it is neceffary to guard 
againft idlenels. Idlenefs is the great fo^ 
menter of all corruptions in the human 
heart. In particular, it is the parent of 
ioofe imaginations and inordinate defires^ 
The eyera£tive and reftlefspower of thought, 
if not employed about what is good^^ ;ySrill 
naturally and unavoidably engender ^il. 
Imagine not that mere ocgypgttion, of wh^t- 

ever 
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«vcr kind it be, will exempt you from the 
blame and danger of an idle life. Perhaps 
the word fpecies of idlenefs is a diflipated^ 
though feemingly bdfy life, fpent in the 
haunts of loofe fociety, and in the chace o£ 
perpetual amufemient. Hence a giddy xnia^, 
alternately elated and dgeded with triHes^ 
occupied withf^o recoUedion of the paft 
but what is fruitlefs, and with no plans fox 
the ftiture but what are either frivolousi or 
guilty* 

As, ttierefbre, yoti wouU govern your 
thoughts, br indeed as you would have any 
thoughts that are worthy of being governed, 
provide honourable employment for the |ia- 
tive adivity x)f your minds. Keep know- 
ledge, virtue, and ufefulnefs, ever in vieww 
Let your life proceed in a train of fuch pur- 
fujts as are worthy of a Chriftian, of a ra*- 
tional and focial^ being. While thefe zx€ 
regularly carried on as the main bufinefs pf 
life, let amufement ppfTeis no more than it9 ' 
proper place in the diftribution of your titae* 
Take particular care that your amufemeots 
\t of an irreproachable kind^ and thj^t ^ 

Vol. IL JE 
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S ERM. your fociety be either improving or tnncM 
t^^^ cent. So fiiall the ftream c# yotir thought* 
be made to run in a pure' channel. Manly 
occupations and virtuous principles will ex- 
i^el the taint, which idlenefs never fails to 
communicate to the Vacant mind^ 

' In the thii'd place, when criminal thoughts 
arife, attend to all the propter methods of 
fpeedily fuppreffing them- Take example 
from the unhappy induftry which finners 
difcover in banilhing good ones, when a 
natural fenfe of religion forces tbent on their 
confcience. How anxioufly do they fly* 
from themfelves ? how ftUdioufly do they 
drown the voices whicfe Upbraids them iri 
the noife of company or dilrerfiOn'? what 
numerous artifice|s do they lemploy to evade 
the uneafraefs which returits of refledion 
would produce ? — ^Were we to ufe equat 
diligence m preventing the entrance of yi-' 
* fiious fuggeftions,or in impeHingfhemi whea 
entered, why ihodd we^not be equally fuc-* 
cefeful-ift*a*intteK better'calife?— As foon ai 
you- are fehfible that any -dangerous paffioit 
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bfegiiis to ferment, inftantly call in other SERM. 
palEons, and other ideas, to your aid. Ha- 
ftcn to turn your thoughts into a different 
dirediion. Summon up whatever ybii have 
found to be of power for compofing and 
harmonizing your iiiind. Fly for afliftance 
to ferious ftudies, to prayer and devotion ; 
or even^fly to bufinefs or innocent focifity^ 
if folitiide be in hazard of favouring the fe- 
dudlion. By fuch means you may ftop the 
progrefs of the gtowing evil. You may 
apply an antidbtej before the poifon has had 
time to work its full effedt. 

Ik the fourth place^ it will be particularly^ 
ufeful to imprefs yoilr minds with a habitual 
fenfe of the prefence of the Almighty* When 
we refledl what a ftrong check the belief of 
divine omnifcience is calculated to giv^ to 
all criminal thoughts, we are tempted to 
fufpeft, that even by Chriftians this article 
bf faith is not received with fincere convic- 
tion. For who but mtlft confefs, that if he 
knew a parent^ a friend, or a neighbour, to 
have the power of looking into his hearty • 
E9 h« 
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s E^R ^n he durft not allow himfelf that unbounded 
v^-r-^L^ fcope which he now gives to his imagination 
and defire ? Whence, then, comes it to pafs, 
tliat men, without fear or concern, bring into 
the prefence of the awful majefty of Heaven 
that folly and licentioufnefs of thought which 
would makie them blufli and tremble, if one 
of their own fellow-creatures could defcry it? 
At the -fame time, no principle is fupported 
by clearer evidence than the omnifcience of 
God. All religious feds have admitted it, 
all focieties of men, in their oaths and cove- 
nants, appeal to it. The Sovereign of the 
uiiiverfe cannot but know what pafles 
throughout his dominions. He who fup- 
ports all nature muft needs pervade and fill 
it. He who formed the heart is certainly 
confcious to what pafles within it. 

Never let this great article of faith efcape 
from your view. In thinking, as well as 
in adling, accuflom yourfelves to look up 
with reverence to that piercing eye of di- 
vine obfervation, which never Jlumbcrs nor 
Jleeps. Behold a pen always writing over 
. your head, and making up that great re- 
cord 
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cord of your thoughts, words, and adions, S 
from which at laft you are to be judged. 
Think that you are never lefs alone than 
when by yourfelves; for then is He ftill 
with you, whofe infpedlion ;is of greater 
confeqticnce than that of all ^mankind. Let 
thefe awful confiderations not only check 
the diffipatioij of corrupt fan<:y, but infufe 
into your fpirits that folen^n compofurc 
which is the parent of meditation and wif- 
dom. Let tljem not only eicpel what is 
evil, but introduce in its Head What is purg 
and holy ; elevating yqur thoughts to divine 
and eternal obje£l:s, and ading as the coun- 
t^rppife to thofe attractions of the world, 
•vfhich would draw your whole attention 
49wnwards tp fenfe and vafiity. 
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SERMON in, 

The fame Subject cpntinued^ 



Proverbs, iv. 23. 

KeeJ) thy heart with all diligence : Jar out of 
it are the ijfi^s of life* 

HAVING treated, in the foregoing 
difcourfe, of the government of the. 
t.houghts, I proceed to confider the govern- 
ment of the paffions, as the next great duty 
iackided in the keeping of the heart. 

Paffions are ftrong emotions of the mind, 
occafioaed by the view of apprehending 
good or evil. They are original parts of 
the conftitution of our nature j and there- 
fore to extirpate them is a miftaken aim,* 
Relijjion requires no more of us than to 
* moderate 
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moderate and rule them,. When our blefl^ ^^^j^^^* 
ed Lprd affumed the nature, without the 
corruption, of man, he was fubjeA to like 
pallions with us« On fome occafloiis lie felt 
the rifings of anger, He was often touched 
with pity* He wafe grieved in fpirit ; he 
fcrrow.ed ^nd he wept. 

Paffions, when properly dir^ftcd, may 
be fubfervient to very ufeful ends, They 
rouze the dormant powers of the foul. 
They are even found to exalt them. They 
often faife a man above himfelf, and ren- 
der him more penetrating, vigorous, and 
mafterly, th^n he is in his calmer hours* 
Aduated by fome high paffion, he conceives 
great defigQS, and furmounts all difficulties 
in the execution, He is infpired with moxi 
lofty fentiments, and endowed with more 
perfuafiye utterance, than he polTefles at 
any other time. Paffions are the «tftive 
forces of the foul. They ^re its higheft 
powers brought into movement and e?cer^ 
tion. But, like all other great powers, they 
?ire either ufeful or deftrudive, according tp. 
^lieir dire^j.on and degree : wind and 
P \ # fire 
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iire are uiilrumental in (^rrying oa many^ 
of the beneficent operations of nature; but 
when they rife to undue violence, or dc-- 
viatc from their proper courfe, their path 
U macTked with ruin. 

If is the prefent infelicity of human ma- 
ture, that thofe ftrong emotions of the mind 
are become too powerful for the principle 
which ought to r^gulatp them. This one 
of the unhappy confequences pf our apcf- 
tacy from God> that the influence of rear* 
fon is weakened, and that of paffioa 
ftrengtliened within the heart. When, 
man revolted from his Maker, his paflion^ 
rebelled agaipft himfelf; and, fpom being 
priginally the ipinifters of reafoq, have 
become the tyrantg of the foul. Hence, in 
treating of this fubje^t, two things may be 
jiflumed as prinpiples; firft, that through 
the prefent weaknefs of the iinde.rftanding, 
our paflipps arp often direftpd towards im^ 
proper objeifts;. and next, that eyen when 
their direftion isjufl:, and their objeds ar^ ^ 
innocent, they perpetually tend to run int» 
cxcefe.; they always hurry us towards their 
* gratification 
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.jp-kification with a blind and danger6us 
irapctuofity* On thefe two points then • 
turn^ the whole gavernmcnt of our paifions t 
firft^ to afcertain the proper objects of their 
purfuit ; and next^ to reftrain them in that 
purfoit, when they would carry us beyond 
the bounds of reafon. If there be any paf- 
<;pn which intrudes itfelf unfeafonably into 
ouir mind, which d^^rkens and troubles our 
judgment, or habitually difcompofes our 
temper^ which unfits us for properly dif* 
charging the duties, or difqualifies us for 
cheerfully enjoying the comforts of Ufe^ 
we may certainly conclude it to have gained 
a dangerous afceadant. The great objed: 
which we ought to propofe to ourfelves is, 
to acquire a firm and ftedfaft mind, which 
the infatuation of paffion fhall not feduce, 
nor its violence (hake ; which, refting on 
fixed principles^ (hall, in the midft of ccm- 
tending emotions, remain free, and mailer 
of itfelf ; able to liften calmly to the voice 
of confcience, and prepared to obey its dic- 
tates without hefitation, 

4 To 
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5E^R M, To obtain, if pofliblc, fuch command of 
ki^ y -/ pailion^ is one of the higheft attainments 
pf the rational nature. Arguments to £how 
its importance crowd upon us from every 
quarter* If there be any fertile fource of 
mifchief to human life, it is, beyond doubt, 
the mifrule of pafFion. It is this which 
poifons the -enjoyment of individuals, over- 
turns the order of foc;cty, and ftrews the 
path of life with fo many mifcries, as to 
render it indeed th^ valley of tears, AU 
thofe great fcenes of public calamity, which 
we behold with aftonifhment and horrour,^ 
have originated from the fpurce pf violent 
paffions. Thefe have overfpread the earth 
with blpodflied. Thefe have pointed the 
afiaffin's dagger, and filled the poifonedi 
bowl. Thefe, in every age, have fur- 
nifhed too copious materials for the orator'% 
pathetic declamation, and for the poet's, 
tragical fong. . 

When from public life we defcend to pri- 
vate conduft, though paffion operate no^ 
there in fuch a wide and deftru£tive fphere^ 
wc fball find its influence to be no lefs bane^ 
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&L I i>€e4 pot meotioiv thq black an^ 
fierce pafiipn^, .fuch as envy, jealoufy, and k^^^^^ 
revenge, whofe effe<fis are pbvioufly no^ 
xious, and whofe agitations- are ipimediatc 
mifery. But take^ any of the licentious and 
fenfual kind. Suppofe it to have unlimited 
fcope ; trace it throughout its courfe ; and 
you will find t^at gradu^ly, as. it rifes,. it 
taints the fouijidnefs, and troubles the peace 
of his mind over whom it reigns ; that iq 
its progrefs it engages him in purfuits which 
are marked either with danger or with 
ftiame ; that in the end it waftes his forr» 
tune, defiroys his health,- or debafes hi^ 
chara(3;er ; and aggravates all the miferics 
in which it has involved him with the con-* 
eluding pangs of bitter re^rfe. Through 
all the ftages of this fa$al courfe, how many 
have heretofore run ? What multitudes do 
we daily behold purfuing it, with blind and 
headlong fteps ? 

. But, on the evils/whicb flow from unr6-t 
(trained pafiions, it is needlefs to enlarge. 
Hardly are there any fo ignorant or inconr 
fiderate as, uot to admit^ that whjere paifioni 

is 
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S M, i$ allowed to reign, both happineis and Tir-y 
n y I tue muft be impaired. I proceed therefore 
to what is of more confequence, to fuggcft 
fome dircdlions which may be ufeful in 
affiftlng us to prefervc th^ ^ove^nmcnt pf 
our paffions. 

In the flrft place, we muft ftudy ta acH 
quire juft views of the comparative import's 
ance of thofe objeds that are raoft ready to 
attraft defire, The erroneous opinions^ 
which we form concerning happinefs and 
mifery, give rife to all the mifiaken and 
dangerous paffions which embroil pur life. 
We fuffer ourfelves to be dazzled by unreal 
appearances of pleafure* We follow, with 
precipitancy, whitherfoever the crowd 
leads. We admire, * without examination, 
what our predeceflbra have admire^d. Wc 
fiy from every fhadow at which we fee 
others tremble^ Thus,^ agitated by vain 
fears and deceitful hppes, we are hurried 
into eager contefts about obje<3:s which are 
in themfelves of no . value. By rectifying 
our opinions, we would ftrlke at the root 

of 
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cf the eviL If our vain imaginations were ^^jj^**' 
thaftencd, the tumult of our paflions would 
fubftde. 

. It is obfervcdi that the young and the 
ignorant are always the moft violent in 
purfuit* The knowledge which is forced 
upon them by longer acquaintance with the . 
^orld, moderates their impetuofity. Study 
-dien to anticipate,^ by reflexion, that know- 
ledge which experience often purchafeS at 
too dear a price. Inure yourfelf to fre- 
quent confideration of the emptinefa cf 
thofe pleafures which excite fo much ftrife 
and commotion among mankind. Think 
how much more of true enjoyment is loft 
hy the violence of paffion, than by the want 
of thoie things which give occafion to that 
paffion. Perfuade yourfelves that the fa- 
vour of God and the poffeffion of virtue 
form the chief happinefs of the rational 
nature. Let a contented mind, and a 
peaceful life, hold the next place in your 
eftimation. Thefe ure the conclufions 
which the wife and thinking part of majQ* 
kind have always formed. To thefe con-- 

clufions^ 
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s E R M. clufions, after having rtin the race of 

fion,' yoli Will probably come at the lafti 
By formirig them betimes, you would inakb 
a feafonable efcape from that tempeftuous 
region ; .through which none can pafs with*^ 
out fiiffering mifery^ contracting giiilt, and 
* undergoing fevere remprfe. 

In the fecond place, in ord^r to attairi 
the command of paffion, it is requifite to 
acquire the power of felf-denial. The felf- 
denial df a Chriftiati confifts not in perpe- 
tual aufterity of lifcj and univerfal renun- 
fciatioft . of the innocent comforts of the 
world. Religion requires no fuch unne- 
ceflary facrificeSj nor is any fuch foe to 
prefent enjoyment. It confifts in our being 
ready^ on proper occafions, to abftain from 
jpleafiire, or to fubmit to fuffering, for the 
lake of duty and confcience, or from a view 
ta fome higher and more extenfive good^ 
If we polTefs nDt this power, we fhall be 
the prey of every loofe inclination that 
chances to atife. Pampered by continuai 
indulgence, all our paffions will become 

mutinous 
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ttlritirioUS and headftrong. Defire, not rea- 
fon, will be the rulfng principle of our 
condtiAi^ ^ 
' As, thelrefore, you would keep your pafr 
iionfe within due boundfe, you muft betimes 
accuftbin them to know the reins. You 
inuft not wait till fome critical ocGafion for 
the exercife of lelf-dehial occur. In vain 
you will attempt to a£k with authority, if 
your firft eflay be made when temptaticri 
has inflamed the rixind. In cooler hoiirs^ 
you muft fometimes abridge your enjoy- 
ment even of what is innocent* In the 
inidft of lawful pleafure, yoti muft main-, 
tain moderation, abftemioufnefs, and felf- 
conimand. The obfervance of this difci- 
pline is the only method of fupporting rea- 
fon in its proper afcendatit. For if yoU 
allow yourfeives always to ftretch to the 
titmoft point of innocence and fafety, be- 
yond that point yoii will infallibly be hur- 
ried^ when paffion fliall arife in its might to 
fliake the heart. / 

In the third place, imprefs your minds 
deeply with this perfuafiou, that nothing is 
5 what 
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what It appears to be when you are undci: 
the poiver t)f paffion. Be affurcd^ that no 
judgment which you then form can be in 
the leaft depended upon as found or true. 
The fiimes wfiich arife from a heart boiling 
with violent paffions, never faiL to darken 
and trouble the underfianding. / Wlien the 
gourd withered under the ihaoe of whicl| 
the prophet Jonah repofed, his mind, at 
jready ruffled by the difappointment of his 
predifkions, \o% on occafion of this flight 
incident, all command of itfelf ; and in the 
inidft of hi^ impatience, he wyhed to die ra^ 
iber than to live. Inftead of being calmed 
by that expoftulating voice, Do/l thou welt^ 
jonah ! to be angry becdufe of the gouird t 
he replied with great emotion, I do well to 
ie angry even unto death. But did Jonah 
think fo when his pdffion had abated ? Do 
thefe fentiments bear the leaft refemblancc 
to that htiifibk and devout prayer which, 
on another occafion, wjien in his calm mind, 
he put up to God * ? Ko two perfons ciji 
differ more from each other, than the famd 

{>crfbn 
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perfon differs from himfelf, when agitated 
by-paffion, and \^hen mafter of his reafon. IH- 
/ do well to be angry ^ is the language of 
every man when his mind is inflamed. 
Every paffion juftifies itfelf. It brings in a 
thoufand pretences to its aid. It borrows 
many a falfe colour to hide its deformity. 
It pdfleflTes a fort of magic, by which it can 
magnify or diminifli objedks at pleafure, and 
transform the appearance of every thing 
within its fphere. * 

Let th€ knowledge of this impofture which 
paffion pra<5tifes, place you continually on 
your guard. Let the remembrance of it 
be ever at hand, to check the extravagant 
judgments vvrhich you are apt to pafs in 
thofe moments of delufion. Liften to no 
fuggeftion which then ariles. Form ho 
conclufions on which you are to ad. Af-^ 
fure yourfelves that every thing is beheld 
through a falfe medium. Have patience 
for a little, and the illufign will vanifh ; 
the .atmofphere will clear up around you, 
jind . objects return to be viewed in their 
native colours and juft diiQenfions* 
. Vol.. II. F In 
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^^m^* In the fourth place, oppofe early the 

ginnings of paffion. Avoid patticularly all 
fuch objeds as are apt to excite pafiions 
which you know td predominate within 
you. As fooft as you find th^ tempeft rifing^ 
have recourfe to every proper method, ei- 
ther of allaying its violence, or of efcaping 
to a calmer fhorc. Haften to call up emo- 
tions of an oppofite nature. Study to con- 
quer one paffion by means of fome other 
which is of lefs dangerous tendency^ Never 
account any thing fmall or trivial which is 
in hazard of mtroducmg diforder into your 
heart. Never make Kght of afly defirt' 
which you feel gaining fuch progrefs as ta 
threaten entire dominion. Blandifting it 
will appear at the firft. As a gentle an<{ 
innocent emotion, it nmy fteal into the 
heart j but as it advances, it is likely to pierce 
you through with many forrf)Ws. What you 
indulged as a favourite amufement, wiffi 
fhortly become a ferious bufmefs ; and in 
the end may prove the burden of your life/ 
Moft of our paflions flatter us in their fife. 
But their beginnings are treacherous ; thefr* 
5 grovrth: 
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gf 5wtH is impcreeptible ; and the evils which S 
they carry in their train lie concealed, until 
their dominion is eftiabliflied. What Solo- 
inon fays of one of them, holds true of them 
all, that their beginning is as when one letteth 
mt water It ilTues from a fmall chink^ 
Avhich once might have been eafily flopped j 
but being neglediedj it is foon widened by 
the ftream ; till the bank is at laft totally 
thrown dowtij and the flood is at liberty to 
deluge the whole plain* / 

In. the fifth piace^ the eicefs of every 
paflSon will be moderated by frequent me- 
ditation on the vanity of the world, the 
fliort continuance of life^ the approach of* 
death, judgment, and eternity^ ^ The ima- 
ginary degree of importance which the ne- 
gleil of fuch meditation fuffers us to beftow 
on temporal things, is one great caufe of 
cur vehemence in defire, and our eagernefs 
in purfuit. We attach ourfelves to the ob- 
jedls around iis^ as if tve cquld enjoy them 
for €V€f4 Higher and more eriiarged pro* 

* Pi-ov. xvii. 14. 

F 2 ' * fpeds 
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S E^RM. fpe£ts of the deftination of man would na- 
y^^^L^ turally cool his mifplaced ardour. For 
what can appear fo confiderable in human 
affairs, as to difcompofe or agitate the mind 
of him to whofe view eternity lies open, and 
all the greatnefs of the univerfe of God ? 
How contemptible will feem to him this 
hurry of fpirits, this turmoil of paflion, 
about things which are fo foon to end ? — 
Where are they who once dillurbed the 
world with the violence of their contefts, 
- and filled it with the renown of their ex- 
ploits ? What now remains of their defigns 
and enterprifes, of their paffions and pur- 
iuits, of their triumphs and their glory? 
The flood of time has pafTed over them, 
and fwept them away, as if they had never 
been. The fajhion of the world changes 
continually around us. We fucceed one 
another in the human courfe, like troops 
pf pilgrims on their journey. Abfurdly we 
fpend our time in contending about the 
trifles of a day, while we ought to be pre-r 
paring for ai higher exiftence. Eternity is 
jufl; at hand to clofe this introdudtory fcene. 

It 
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It is faft rolling: towards us, like the tide SERM. 

III. 

of a vaft ocean, ready to fwallow up all ^ i 
human concerns, and to leave no trace be- 
hind it, except the confequences of our good 
or bad deeds, which fliall laft for ever, — 
Let fuch refledibns allay the heat of paflion. 
Let them reduce all human things to their 
proper ftandard. From frivolous purfuits 
let them recal our attention to objedls of 
real importance ; to the proper bufmefs of 
man ; to the improvement of our nature, 
the difcharge of our duty, the rational and 
religious condud of human life. 

In the laft place, to our own endeavours 
for regulating our paflions, let us join ear- 
neft prayer to Cod. . Here, if any where, • 
divine afliftance is requifite. For fuch is 
the prefent blindnefs and imperfedtion of 
human nature, that even to difcover all tlie 
diforders of our heart is become difficult ; - 
much more, to redify them, is beyond our 
power. To that fuperior aid^ then, which 
is promifed to the pious and upright, let us 
look up with humble minds j befceching 
F 3 th^ 
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the Father of mercies, that while we ftady 
to a£l our own part with refolution and vi-«. 
gilance, he would forgive our returning 
weaknefs ; would ftrengthen our conftancy 
in refifting the aflauhs of paffion ; and enable 
us by his grace fo to govern our minds, that 
without confiderable interruptions we may 
proceeii in a courfe of piety and virtue. 

It now remains to treat of the govern-* 
ment of temper, as included in the keeping 
of the heart. Paffions are quick and ftrong 
emotions, which by degrees fubfide. Tern-? 
per is the difpofition which remains after 
thefe emotions are paft, and which forms 
the habitual propenfity of the foul. The paf- 
lions are like the ftream when it is fwpln by 
the torrent, and ruffled by the winds, The 
temper refembles it when running within it^ 
bed, with its natural velocity and force, 
The infloence of temper is more filent and 
imperceptible than that of paffion. It ope- 
rates with lefs violence ; but as its operation 
is conftant, it*prodilces effeds no lefs con- 
fiderable. It is evident, therefore, that it 

highly 
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highly deferves to be confidered in a reli- ' 
gious view. 

Many, indeed, are averfe to behold it ia 
this light* They place a good temper upon 
the fame footing with a healthy conftitu- 
tion of body. They confider it as a natural 
felicity which fome enjoy ; but for the want 
of which, others are not morally culpable, 
nor accountable to God ; and hence the 
opinion has fometimes prevailed, that a bad 
temper might be confident with a ftate of 
grace. If this were true, it would overtura 
that whol^ dodrine, of which the gofpel is 
fo full, that regeneration, or change of na- 
ture, is the effentlal charaderiftic of a Chrift-.- 
ian. It would fuppofe that grace might 
dwell amldft malevolence and rancour, and 
that heaven might be enjoyed by fuch as 
are ftrangers to charity and love.'?— It will 
readily be admitted, that fome, by the ori-? 
ginal frame of their mind, are more favour-^ 
ably inclined than others towards certain 
good difpoiltions and habits. But this af- 
fords no jnftifinrinn :toithiTfr who negleft 
to opppfe the corruptions to which they are 
F 4 pron^^ 
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prone. Let no man imagine that the ha* 
man heart is a foil altogether unfufceptible 
of culture ; or that the worft temper may 
not, through the afliftance of grace, be re- 
formed by attention and difcipline. Settle4 
depravity of temper is always owing to our 
own indulgence.' If, in place of checking, 
we nourifh that malignity of difpofition to 
which we are inclined, all jthe confequences 
will be placed to our account, and every 
excufe from natural conftitution b? rejeded 
at the tribimal of Heaven, 

The proper regulation of temper afFcd^ 
the character of man in every relation which 
he bears J and includes the whole circle of 
religious and moral duties. This, therefore, 
is a fubjedt of too great extent to be com- 
prehended in one difcpurfe. But it may be 
ufeful to take a general vi^w of it ; and be^ 
fore we conclude the dodrine of keeping the 
hearty to (hew what the habitual temper of 
a good man ought to be, with refped tp 
God, to his neighbour, and to hinifelf. 

First, with refped to God, what he 
ought to cultivate is a devout temper. This 

import^ 
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imports more than the care of perfo^mw S 
ing the oflSces of religious worfliip. It 
denotes that fenfibility of heart towards 
the Supreme Being, which fprings from 
a deep impreilion of his perfections on 
the foul. It Hands oppofed, not only 
to that difregard of God which foi^s 
the ddcription of the impious, but to thkt 
abfence of religious affedtions which fome-^ 
times prevails among thofe who are im* 
perfefl:ly 'good. They acknowledge, per- 
haps, the obligations of duty. They feel 
fome concern to work out their falvation* 
But they apply to their duty through mefe 
conftraint j and ferve God without affedion 
or complacency. More liberal and gene- 
rous fentiments animate the man who is of 
devout temper. God dwells upon his 
thoughts as a benefaftor and a father, to 
whofe voice he hearkens with joy. Amidft 
the occurrences of life, his mind naturally 
opens to the admiration of his wifdom, the 
reverence of his power, the love of his 
pranfcgndent goodnefs. All nature appears 
to his view as ftamped with the imprefs^o^ 
6 . thefe 
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thefe perfedions. Habitual gratitude to hU 
Maker for mercies paft, and cheerful refig- 
nation to his will in all time to^ijcome, are 
the native effufions of hisheart/? 

Such a temper as this deferwss to be cul- 
tivated with the utmoft attention ; foi it 
contributes, in a high degx:ee, both to our 
ipiprovement and our happinefs. It refines, 
and it exalts human nature. It fofteas that 
hardnefs which our hearts are ready to con- 
trad from frequent intercQjxrfe with this 
rugged world. It facilitates the difcharge 
of every duty towards God and man. At 
the fame time it is a temper peaceful and 
ferene, elevated and rejoicing. Jt forms 
the current of our afFeftions to flow in a 
placid tenour. It opens pleafmg profpeds. 
to the mind. It banifties harfli and bitter 
paflions ; and places us above the reach of 
many of the annoyances of worldly life^ 
When the temper is truly devout, the peace 
of God which pajfeth underjlandin^ keepeth 
the heart and fouL I proceed. 

Secondly, to point out the proper ftate 
pf our temper with refped to grie another. 
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It is evident, in the general, that if we SERM, 
confult either public welfare or private hap- - J \' 
pinefs, Chriftian charity ought to regulate 
our difpofition in muUial intercourfe*. But 
as this great principle admits of feveral di- 
verfified appearances, let us confider fomc 
of the chief forms under which it ought to 
fhow itfelf In thQ ufual tenour of life, Uni- 
*verfal benevolence to mankind, when it 
refts in the abftradt, is a loofe indeterminate 
idea, rather thaa a principle of real effect ; 
and too often floats as an ufelefs fpeculation 
in the head, inftead of alFeding the temper 
and the heart. 

What, firft, prefents itfelf to be recom- 
mended, is a peaceable temper ; a difpofi- 
tion averfe to give offence, and defirous of 
cultivating, harmony, and amicable inter- 
courfe in fociety. .This fuppofes yielding 
and condefcending manners, unwillingnefs 
to contend with others about trifles, and, 
in contefts that are unavoidable, proper mo- 
deration of fpirit. Such a temper is the 
firfl: principle of felf-enjoyment. It is the 
bafis pf all order and happinefs among 

mankind, 



Digitized by 



76 On the Government 

^^m^' mankind. The pofitive and contentious, 
.vli-i the rude and quarrelfome, are the bane of 
fociety. They feem deftined to blaft the 
fmall fliare of comfort which nature Has 
here allotted to man. But they cannot dis- 
turb the peace of others, more than they 
break their own. The hurricane rages firft 
in their own bofom, before it is let forth 
upon the world. In the tempefts which 
they raife, they are always toft j and fre- 
quently it is their lot to perifti. 

A peaceable temper muft be fupported by 
a candid one, or 3. difpofition to view the? 
condu£t of others with fairnefs and impar-*- 
tiality. This ftands oppofed to a jealous 
and fufpicious temper, which afcribes every 
action to the worft motive, and throws a 
black fhade over every charader. As you 
would be happy in yourfelves, or in your 
connections with others, guard againft this 
malignant fpirit. Study that charity ivhich 
thinkcth no evil ; that temper which, with- 
out degenerating into credulity, will difpofe 
ypu to be juft ; and which can allow yo^ 
to obferve an error, without imputing it as 

a crime, 
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a crime. Thus you will be kept free from S E R M. 
that continual irritation which* imaginary* \._ ^' _f 
injuries raife in a fufpicious breaft; and will 
walk among men as your brethren, not your 
enemies. 

But to be peaceable, and to be candid, 
is not all that is required of a good man. 
He muft cultivate a kind, generous, and 
fympathizing temper, which feels for dif- 
trefs, wherever it is beheld ; which enters 
into the concerns of his friends with ar- 
dour ; and, to' all with whom he has inter- 
courfe is gentle, obliging, and humane* 
How amiable appears fuch a difpofition, 
when contrafted with a malicious or en i- 
ous temper, which wraps itfelf up in its 
own narrow intereft, looks with an evil eye 
on the fuccefs of others, and with an unna^ 
tural fatisfaftion feeds on their difappoint- 
ments or miferies ! How little does he know 
pf the true happinefs of life, who is a 
ftranger to that intercourfe of good offices 
aa4 kind affeftions, which, by a pleafing 
charm, attach men to one another, and cir-^ 
culate joy fronj heart to heart! 

^ You 
s 
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You are not to imagine, that a benevd* 
lent temper finds no exercife^ unlefs whert 
opportunities offer of performing adions of* 
high generofity, or of extenfive utility* 
Thefe may feldom occur. The condition 
of the greater part of mankind, in a good 
meafure, precludes them. But in the or- 
dinary round of human affairs, a thoufand 
occafions daily prefent themfelves of miti-^ 
gating the vexations which others fufler^ 
of foothing their minds j of aiding theit in- 
terefl, of promoting their cheerfulnefs, or 
eafe. Such occafions riiay relate to thef 
fmaller incidents of life. But let us re-* 
ITlember, that of fmall incidents the fyfleni 
of human life is chiefly compofed* The 
attentions which refpecJ: thefe, when fug-* 
gefted by real benignity of temper^ are often 
more material to the happinefs of thofe? 
around us, than actions which carry the ap-a 
pearance of greater dignity and fplendoun 
No wife or good man ought to account 
any rules of behaviour as below his regard^ 
which tend to cement the great brother- 
hood of mankind in comfortable unions 

Particularly 
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Particularly amidft that familiar inter- SERM„ 
courfe which belongs to dome'ftic life, all ^ t_/ 
the virtues of temper find an ample range. 
It is very unfbrttinate, that within that 
circle, men too often think themfelves at 
liberty to give unreftrained vent to the 
caprice of paflion and htimour. Whereas 
there, on the contrary, more than any 
where, it concerns them to attend to the 
government of their heart ; to check what 
is violent in their tempers, and to foften 
what is barfli in their manners. For there 
the temper is formed. There, the real cha- 
tzStet difplays itfelf,. The forms of the 
WCM-Id difguifc men when abroad. But 
within his own family, every man is 
known to be what he truly is* — In all our 
intercourfe, then^ with others, particularly 
in that which is clofeft and moft intimate, 
let us cultivate a peaceable, a candid, a; gentle 
and friendly temper. This is the temper 
to which, by repeated injundions, our holy 
religion feeks to form usr This was* the 
temper of Chrift. This is the temper of 
Heaven. 
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SE&M. We are now to conlider, thirdly, the 
\_ J proper ftate of temper, as it refpe£ts the 
individual himfelf. The bafis of all the 
good difpofitions which belong to this head, 
is humility. By this I underftand, not that 
meannefs of fpirit which leads a man to 
undervalue himfelf, and to fmk below his 
rank and charader ; but what the fcripture 
expreffes with great propriety, when it ex- 
horts every man^ not to think of himfelf more 
highly than he ought to think^ but to think 
foberly rie who adopts all the flattering 
fuggeftions of felf Jove, and forms claims 
upon the world proportioned to. the ima- 
ginary opinion which he has conceived of 
his merit, is preparing for himfelf a thou- 
fand mortifications. Whereas, by checking 
the rifings of ill-founded vanity, and re- 
treating within thofe bounds which a mo^ 
derate eftimation of our charader pre- 
fcribes, we efcape the miferies which always 
purfue an arrogant mind, and recommend 
ourfelves to the favour both of God ancf 
man. 

♦ Roip. xii. 3, 

Hence 
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Hexice will naturally arife a contented S]ERM. 
temper, which is one of the greateft bleff- ^ ^L^ j 
ingfi that can be enjoyed by man, and one 
of the moft mate^al requifite^ to. the pro- 
per difcharge of the duties of every ftation. 
For a fretful and difcqntented temper ren- 
ders one incapable of performing aright any 
part in life. It is unthankful and impious 
towards God j and, towards men, provok^- 
ing and unjuft. It is a gangrene which 
preys oi^ the vitals, and infects the whole 
conftitution with difeafe and putrefadlion. 
Subdue pride and vapity, apd you will 
take the moft efFedlual method of eradicat- 
ing this diftemper, ' You will no loriger 
behold the objedls around you with jauq- 
diced eyes. Ypu will take in good part 
the bleflin^ which Providence is pleafed to 
beftow, and thp degree of favour which 
your fellow-treatures are difpofed to grant 
you. Viewing yourfelves, with all your 
imperfections and failings, in a juft light, 
you will rather be furprifed at your enjoy- 
ing fo many good things, than difcontentcd, 
becaufe there are any which you want* 

Vol. II^ Q Frpni 
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SE^M. Ffom a humble and contented teitiper 
' will fpring a cheerful one. This, if not 
in itfelf a virtue, is. at leaft the gafb in 
which virtue fliould be .always arrayed, 
piety and goodnefs ought never to be mark- 
ed with that dejection which fometimes 
takes rife from fuperftition, but which is 
tjie proper portion only of guilt. At the 
fame time, the cheerfulnefs belonging to 
virtue is to be carefully diflinguiihed from 
that light and giddy temper which charac- 
terizes folly, and is fo often found aniong 
the diflipated and vicious part of mankind. 
Their gaiety is owing to a total want of 
reflexion } and brings with it the ufual con-r 
fequences of an unthinking habit, fliame, 
remorfe, and heavinefs of heart, in the end. 
The cheerfulnefs of a well-regulated mind 
fprings from a good confcience and the fa- 
vour of heaven, and is bounded by tem^ 
perance and reafon, It makes a man 
happy in himfelf, and promotes the hap- 
pinefs of all aroui^d him. It is the clear 
and calm funfhine of a mind illuminated by 
piet^ and virtue. It crowns all other good 

^ifpofitions, 
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dirpofitions, and comprehends the general 
^ffedl which they ought to produce on the 
heart. 

Such, on the whole, is the temper, or 
habitual frame of mind, in a good man : 
Pevout towards God ; towards men, peace- 
able, candid, affedionate, and humane ; 
within bimfelf, humble, contented, and 
cheerful. To the eftablifliment of this 
happy temper all the diredlions which I 
before fuggefted for the due regulation of 
the thoughts, and for the government of 
the paffions, naturally conduce ; ^n this they 
ought to iflue; and when this temper is 
thoroughly formed within us, then may 
the heart be efteemed to have been kept 
with all diligence. That we may be thus 
enabled to keep it, for the fake both of 
prefent enjoyment, and of preparation for 
greater happinefs, l?t us earncftly pray to 
Heaven. A greater blelfing we cannot 
implore of the Almighty, than that he 
who made the human heart, and who 
knows its frailties, would ^ffift us to fub-» 
G % jea 
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S E R M. jeft it to that difcipline which religion re^i 
quires, . which reafon approves, but which 
his grace alone c-an enable us to main-^ 
tain. 
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SERMON IV. 

On the Unchangeableness of the 
Divine NATURBi * 

i 



James, i. 17; 

ilverjf good and every perfeB gift is from 
above^ and cometb down from the Father 
of IJgbtSy with whom is no variablenefs^ 
neither Jbadow of turning. 

THE divine nature, in fome views, SERM.' 
attrads our love ; in others, com- . . 
mands our reverence ; in all, is entitled to 
the higheft attention from the human mind^ 
We never elevate our thoughts, in a pro-^ 
manner, towards the Supreme Being, 
* without returning to our own fphere with 
fentimehts more improved ; and if, at any 
time, his grcatnefs oppreffes our thoughts, 
• • G ^ his 
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s E R M. his moral perfefthrtw^lways afford us fe- 
%^ -^A^ lief. His^ almighty power, his infinite 
wifdom and fupreme goodnefs, are founds 
familiar to our ears. In his immutability 
we • are lefs aiccuftomed to confider him ; 
a^d yet it is this perfection which, perhaps, 
more than any other, diftinguiflies the di- 
vine nature from the human ; gives com- 
plete energy to all its other attributes, and 
* entitles it to the higheft adoration.- For, ^ 

hence are derived the regular order of na- 
ture, and the ftcdfaftn^fs of ih€ univerfe. 
Hence flows the undlmnging tenourof thofe 
Jaws whicji, from age to age, fegukte the 
condudl of mankind. Hence the uniform- 
ity of that government, and the certainty 
of thofe promifes, which ^ the ground of 
our truft and fecurity. Goodnefs could 
produce no more than feeble and wavering 
hopes, and power would command very 
imperfect: reverence, if we were left to 
fufpedJ: that the plans which goodnefs lite 
framed might alter, or that the power df 
carrying them into execution might de- 
creafe. The contemplation of God, there- 
a fore. 
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iFbre, as unchangeable in his nature and in S 
all his perfedlions, niuft undoubtedly be u-^ 
fruitful both of inftrudibn and of confola- 
tion to man. I fhall, firft, endeavour .to 
illuftrate, in fome degree, the nature of the 
divine immutability ; and then make ap- 
plication of k to our own condudt* 

EV'ERY good and every perfcQ gift 
Cometh dotjon from the Father t)f Lights. 
The title which in the text is given to the 
Deity^ carries an elegant allufion i6 the Sun^ 
the foiirce of lights the moft univerfal be- 
iiefaftor of nature, the moft regular and 
conftarit of all the great bodies with which 
We are acquainted in the univerfe* Yet 
even with the Sun there are certain degrees 
of vatiahknefs. He apparently rifes and 
fets; he feems to approach nearer to us \\x 
fummer, and to retire farther off in win- 
ter ; his influence is varied by the feafons, 
^nd his luftre is afFedted by the clouds. 
AVhere^s with him who is the Father of 
Lights^ of whofe everlafting brightnefs the 
glory of the Sun is but a faint image, 
G 4 there 
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there is no Jloadow of turnings not the moll: 
diftant approach to change. In his being 
or effence it is plain that alteration can ne- 
ver take place. F^o^ as his exiftence is de- 
rived from no prior caufe, nor dependent 
on any thing without himfelfj his nature 
can be influenced by no power, can be 
afFeded by lio accident^ can be impaired 
by no time. From everlaftin^ to everlaft- 
ing, he continues the fame. Hence it is 
faid, that he only bath immortality ; that i$^ 
he poflfefTes it in a manner incommunicable 
to all other beings. Eternity is defcribed as 
xhthigb and boly place in wbicb be dwelletb; 
it is a habitation in which none but the Fa-- 
tber of Ligbts can enter. The name which 
he taketh to himfelf isj / am. Of other 
things, fome have been and others fhall bej 
but this is he wbicb is^ wbicb was^ and 
wbicb is to come. All time is his ; it is mea- 
fured out by him in limited portions to the 
various orders of created beings ; but his owti 
exiftence fills equally every point of duration; 
the firjl and tbe Icifl^ tbe beginning and tbe endj 
the fame yejlerday^ to-day ^ and for ever. 

As 
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As in his eflence, fo in his attribuftcs and ^ ^* 
perfeftians, it is impoflible there can be any 
change. To imperfe<3: natures only it be- 
longs to improve and to decay. Every al- 
teration which they Undergo in their abili- 
ties or difpofitions, flows either from inter- 
nal defedij or from the influence of a fuperior 
caufe. But as no higher caufe can bring 
from without^ any accifiion to the divine 
nature, fo within itfelf it contains no prin- 
ciple of decay. For the fame reafon that 
the felf-exiftent Being was from the begin- 
ning powerful and wife, juft and good, he 
muft continue unalterably fo for ever. Hence, 
with much propriety, the divine perfedions 
are defcribed in fcripture by allufions ' to 
thofe objects to which we afcribe the moft 
permanent fl:ability. His rtghteoiifnefs is 
like the Jirong mountains. His mercy is in 
the heavens ; and his faithfulncfs reacheib 
unto the clouds. Thefe perfedtions of the 
divine nature differ widely from the human 
virtues, which are their faint fliadows. The 
jufticc of men is at one time fevere, at an- 
other time relenting ; their goodnefs is fome- 

timea 
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s p R M, times confined to a partial fondnefs fof d 
^ . few, fometimes runs out into a blind in-* 
dulgence towards all. • But goodnefs and 
juftice are in the Supreme Being calm and 
fteady principles of adion, which, enlight- 
ened by perfeft wifdom^ and never eithef 
Warped by partiality, or difturbed bypaffioui 
jxerfevere in one regular and conftant tenon 
Among men^ they may fometimes break 
• , forth with tranfient fplendour, like thofe 

wandering fires which illuminate for a little 
the darknefs of the night. But in God, they 
fhine with that uniform brightnefs, which 
we can liken to nothing fo much as to the 
untroubled, eternal luftre of the higheft 
heavens. 

From this follows, what is chiefly mate* 
rial for us to attend to, that in the cpurfe 
of his operations towards mankind, in his 
counfels and decrees, in his laws^ his pro* 
mifes, and his threatenings, there is no va^ 
riablenefs nor Jhadow of turning with the 
Almighty. Known to bim from the begins 
ning were all bis works. In the divine idea 
the -whole fyllem of nature exifted, long 

before 



Digitized by 



the Divine Hature^ 9I 

befbre the foundations of the earth were laid. S E^R 
When he faid. Let there be light y he only wp>^y^. ^ 
realized the great plan which, from-everlaft- 
ing, he had formed in his own mind. Fore- 
feen by him was every revolution which 
the courfe of ages was to produce. What- 
ever the counfels of men can efFe6t was 
comprehended in his decree. No new emer- 
gency can arife to furprife him. No agita- 
tions of anger or of forrow, of fear or of 
hope, can, fliake his mind or influence his 
condud/ He refts in the eternal poffeflGon 
of that fupreme beatitude, which neither 
the virtues nor the crimes of men can in the 
leaft affed. From a motive of overflowing 
goodnefs, he reared up the univerfe. .As 
the eternal lover of righteoufnefs, he rules it* 
The whole fyfl:em of his government is 
fixed ; his laws are irrevocable j and, what 
he once loveth, he loveth to the end. In 
fcriptture, indeed, he is fometimes faid to 
be grieved y and to repent.^ But fuch expref- 
fions, it is obvious, are employed from ac- 
commodation to common conception ; in 
the fame manner as when bodily organs are, 

in 
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in other paflages, afcribed to God. Th^ 
— ^ fcripture^ as a rule of life addrefled to the 
multitude, iiiuft make ufe of the language 
of men. The divine nature, reprefeated in 
Its native fublimity, ^vould have tranfcended 
ail human conceptioni When, upon the 
reformation of finners, God is faid to repent 
of the evil which he hath threatened ^againft 
them ; this intimates no mere, than that he 
fuits his difpenfatioiis to the alterations which 
take place in thd chara^J:ers of men. His 
difpofition towards good and evil continues 
the fame, but varies in its application as itd 
objects vary ; juft as the laws themfelves, 
which are capable of lio change of affcdlion, 
bring rewards or ptmifliments at different 
times to the fame perfon, according as his 
behaviour alters. Immutability is indeed fo 
clofely conrieded with the notion of fupreme 
perfedibn, that wherever any rational con- 
ceptions of a Deity have taken place, this 
attribute has been afcribed to him^ Reafon 
taught the wife and refleding in every age 
to believe, that, as what is eternal cannot 
die, fo what is perfed can never vary^ and 
5 that 
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that the great Governor of the univerib ^ 
could be no other than an unchangeable 




Trom the contemplation of this obvious, 
but fundamental truth, let us proceed to 
the praftical improvement of it. Let us 
confider what effedt the ferious confidera- 
tion of it ought to produce ^on our mind 
and behaviour. 

It v\rill be proper to begin this head of dif- 
courfe by removing an objection which the 
doftrine I have illuftrated may appear to 
form againft religious fervices, and in par- 
ticular againft the duty of prayer. To what 
purpofe, it may be urged, is homage ad- 
drefled to a Being whofe purpofe is unal- 
terably fixed ; to whom our righteoufnefs 
extendetb not ; whoni by no arguments wq 
can perfuade, and by po fupplications we 
C4n mollify ? The objedion would have 
weight, if our religious addrefles were de- 
fighed to work any alteration on God ; ei- 
ther by giving him information of what he 
^id not know; or by exciting afFedtions 

which 
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• which he did ndt poffefs ; or by inducing 
him to change meafures which he had pre-? 
vioufly forjnedJ But they are only crude 
and imperfedt notions of religion which can 
fuggeft fuch ideas. The change which our 
devotions are intended to make, is upon our- 
felves, not upon the Almighty. Their chief 
efficacy is derived from the good difpofitiom 
which they raife and cherifh in the human 
foul. By pouring out pious fentiments and 
defires before God, by adoring his perfec- 
tion, and confeffing our own unworthinefs, 
by expreffing our dependence on his aid, 
our gratitude for his paft favours, our ful>- 
miffion to his prefent will, our truft in hia 
future mercy, we cultivate fuch affedions 
as fuit our place and ftation in the univerfc^ 
and are thereby prepared for becoming ob- 
je£ts of the divine grace. Accordingly, fre- 
quent alTurances are given us in Scripture^ 
that the prayers of fincere worfhippers, pre-? 
ferred through the great Mediator, fliall be 
produdive of the happieft efFedts, When 
tbey ajk^ they Jball receive ; wb(n they feeky 
they Jball find; when tbey knock y it fi)all be 

opened 
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the channel for conveying the divine grace 
to mankind, becaufe the wifdom of Heaven 
faw it to be one of the moft powerful means 
of improving the human heart. 

Whea religious homage is conlidered in 
this light, as a great inftrument of ^iritual 
and moral improvement, all the objedlions 
which fcepticifm can form from the divine 
immutJibility, conclude with no more force 
againil prayer, than againft every other 
mean of improvement which reafon has 
fuggefted to man. If prayer be fuperfluous, 
becaufe God is unchangeable, we might 
upon iimilar grounds conclude, that it is 
needlefs to labour the earth, to nourifh our 
bodies, or to cultivate our minds, becaufe 
the fertility of the ground, the continuance 
of our life, and the degree of our under- 
ending, depend upon an immutable So- 
vereign, and were from all eternity fore- 
feen by him. Such abfurd conclufions rea- 
fon has ever repudiated. To every plain 
and found underftanding it has clearly dic- 
tated, that to explore the unknown purpofes 
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of Heaven belongs not to us ; but that Hp. 
who decree$ the end, certainly requires the 
means; ap^i that, in the diligent employment 
of ^11 the means which can advance cither 
our temporal or fpiritual felicity, the chief 
exertions of human wifdom and human 
duty conHft. Afluming it then for an un- 
doubted principle, that religion is a reafon- 
able fervice, and that, though with the 
Father of Lights there be no variahlenefs^ the 
homage of his creatures is neverthelefs, for 
the wifeft reafons, required by him, I pro- 
ceed to fliew what fentiments th^! contem- 
plation of divine immutability Ihould raife 
in our minds, and what duties it fliouldw 
, chiefly enforce, 

L Let it excite us to admire and adore. 
Filled with profound reverence, let ys look: 
up to that Supreme Being who fits from 
everlafting on the throne of the univerfe ; 
moving all things, but remaining immove- 
able hiralelf ; directing every revolution of 
the creation, but affedted by no revolutions 
^f events or of time. He beholdl^ the heavens 

axj4 
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iktid the earth wax old at a garment^ and SElfM. 
decay like a vejiure. At their appointed pe- 
riods he raifes up, or he diflblves worlds* 
But amidft all the convulfions of changing 
and perifhing nature^ his glory and felicity 
remain unaltered.— The view of great and 
ftupendouB objefts in the natural world 
ftrikes the mind with folemn awe. What 
veneration, then, ought to be infpired by 
the contemplation of an objefl: fo fublime 
as the eternal and unchangeable Ruler of the 
univerfe! The compofure and ftillnefs of 
thought introduced by fuch a meditation has 
a powerful tendency both to purify and to 
elevate the heart. It effaces, for a time, 
thofe trivial ideas, and extinguiflics thofe 
low paflions, which arife from the circle of 
vain and pailing objects around us. It opens 
the mind to all the fentiments of devotion ; 
and accompanies devotion with that pro- 
found reverence, which guards it from every 
improper excefs. When we confider the 
Supreme Being as employed in works of 
love ; when we think of his condefcenfion 
to the human race in fending his Son to 
Vol. II. H dwell 
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Sfi^R M. dwell on the earth ; encouraged by favours^ 
i_-/uj and wanned by gratitude, we are fometimes 
in danger of prefuming too much on his 
goodnefe, 9nd of indulging a certain fond- 
nefs of affection, which i& unfuitable to our 
humble and dependent ftate. It is necef- 
lary that he fliould frequently appear to 
our minds in all that majefty with which 
the immutability of his nature clothes him ; 
in order that reverence may be combined 
with love, and that a mixture of facred awe 
may chaften the rapturous effufions of warm 
devotion. Servile fear, indeed, would cruih 
the ^irit of ingenuous and affcdionate ho-* 
mage. But that reverence which fprings 
from elevated conceptions of the Divine na-^ 
ture, has a happy tStOt in checking the 
forwardnefs of imagination, reftrainingour 
affedions within due bounds, and compo- 
fing our thoughts at the fame time that it 
exalts them. ^ 

When, from the adoration of the un- 
changeable perfedtion of the Almighty, we 
return to the view of our own ftate, the firft 
fentiment which ought naturally to arife, is 
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that of felf-abafment. Wc are too apt to S 
be lifted up by any little diftindiofls which 
we poffefs; and to fancy ourfclres great, 
only becaufe there arc others whom wc con- 
iider as lefs. But what is man, with all his 
advantages and boafted pcmers, before the 
eternal Father of Lights tf With God there 
is no Tariablcnefs; with*- man there is no 
ftability. Virtue and vice divide the em- 
pire of his mind ; and wifdom and fdly 
alternately rule him. Hence he is change- 
able in his defigns, fickle in his friendfiiips, 
fluduating in his whole charader. His 
life is a feries of contradidions. He is one 
thing to-day, and another to-morrow; 
fometimes obliged by experience to alter his 
purpofe, and often led to change it through 
levity. Variable and unequal himfelf, he 
is furrounded with fleeting objeds. He is 
placed as in the midft of a torrent, where all 
things are rolling by, and nothing keeps its 
place. He has hardly time to contemplate 
tins fcene of viciflitude, before he too is 
fwept away. Thus circumftanced in him^ 
ielf, and in all the objeds with which he is 
H 2 conneded, 
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conneded^ let him be admonifhed to be 
humble and modefl. Let the contempla^ 
tion of the unchanging glory of his Creator 
uifpire him with fentiments of due fubmif- 
fion. Let it teach him to know his proper 
place ; and check that vanity which is fo 
ready to betray him into guilt. 

Let the fame meditation aiTed; him with 
a deep fenfe of what he owes to the good- 
nefs of the Deity. His goodnefs never ap- 
pears in fo ftriking a light, as when viewed 
in connexion with his greatnefs. The de- 
fcription which is given of him in the text, 
calls, in this view, for our particular atten- 
tion. It prefents to us the moft amiable 
union of condefcenfion with majefty, of the 
moral with the natural perfedions of God, 
which can poffibly be exhibited to the ima- 
gination of man. From the Father of Lights^ 
with whom there is no variablenejf^ neither 
Jbadow of turnings cometh down every good 
and perfeEl gift. The moft independent of 
all Beings is reprefented as the moft benefi- 
cent. He who is ^rnal and immutable, 
exalted above all, afiS incapable of receiving 

returns 
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returns from any, is the liberal and un- SE^RM. 
wearied Giver of every thing that is good. ^ v ^ 
— Let fuch views of the divine nature not 
only call forth gratitude and praife, but 
prompt us to imitate what we adore. Let 
them fhew us that benevolence is divine ; 
that to ftoop from our fancied grandeur in 
order to aflift and relieve one another, is fo 
far from being any degradation of character, 
that it is our trueft honour, and our lieareft 
refemblance to the Father of LSgbts.j 

IL Let the contideration of the divine 
immutability convince us, that the method 
of attaining the favour of Heaven is one 
and invariable. Were the Almighty a ca- 
pricious and inconftant Being, like man^ 
we fhould be at a lofs what tenour of con- 
duct to hold. In order to concilitate his 
grace, we might think of applying fome-* 
times to one fuppofed principle of his indl-? 
nation, fometimes to another ; and, bewilr- 
dered amidft various attempts, would be 
overwhelmed with difmay. The guilty 
would eflay to flatter him. The timid, 
H 3 fpinetim^s 
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* ^jv Sometimes by auftere mortifications, fomc** 
J times by coftly gifts, fometimes by obfe- 
qjiious rites, would try to appeafe him* 
Hence, in fad:, have arifen all the corrup- 
tions of religious worihip among men; 
from their forming the divine charader 
upon their own, and afcribing to the Sove- 
reign of the Univerfe the mutability of hu-^ 
man paffions. God is reprefented by the 
pfalmift David as faying to the wicked, T!bou 
tbougbtejl that I was altogether fucb an one 
as tb^elf^. This continues to be the dc- 
fcription of all the fuperftitious and enthu- 
fiaftic feds, which, fince the days of David, 
have fprung up in the world. 

It is our peculiar happinefs, under the go- 
fpel, to have God revealed to us in his ge- 
nuine charader, as witbout variabknefs or 
" Jhadow of turnings We know that at no 
time there is any change, cither in his af- 
fedious, or in the plan of his adminiftra- 
tion. One light always fhines upon us 
from above. One clear and dired path is 
always pointed out to man. The Supreme 

♦ Pfalm 1. 21. 
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fupporter of order and virtue ; the righteous 
Lord loving rigbteoufnefs. The external 
forms of religion may vary ; but, under all 
difpenfations which proceed from God, ita 
fubftance is the fame. It tends continually 
one point, the purification of man's heart 
and life^ This was the obje£t of the origi- 
nal law of nature. This was the fcope of 
the Mofaic inftitution amidft all its facrifices 
and rites; and this is unqueftiohably the 
end of the gofpel. So invariably conftant 
is God to this purpofe, that the difpenfation 
of mercy in Chrift Jefus^ which admits of 
the vicarious atonement and rigbteoufnefs 
of a Redeemer, makes no change in our 
obligation to fulfil the duties of a good life. 
The Redeemer himfelf hath taught us, that 
to the end of time the moral law continues 
in its full force ; and that //// heaven and 
earth pafs away^ one jot or tittle Jhall in no 
wife pafs from it *. This is the only inftitu- 
tion known to m«n, whofe authority is un- 
changing and conftant. Human laws rife 

• Matt. V. iS. 
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and fall with the empires that gave them 
birth. Syftems of philofophy vary with the 
progrefs of knowledge and light. Manners, 
fentiments, and opinions, alter with the 
courfe of time. But throughout all ages, 
and amidft all revolutions, the rule of mo- 
ral and religious conduit is the fame. It 
partakes of that immutability of the divine 
nature, on which it is founded. Such as 
it was delivered to the firft worftiippers of 
God, it continues to be, at this day, to us ; 
*nd fuch it fliall remain to our pofterity for 

III. Let the contemplation of this per- 
fe<flion of the divine nature teach us to 
imitate, as far as our frailty will permit, 
that conflancy and ftedfaftnefs which we 
adore. All the moral attributes of the Su- 
preme Being, are ftandards of character 
towards which we ought to afpire.iT But 
as in all thefe perfedlions there are pJ-oper- 
ties peculiar to the divine nature, our endea- 
vours to refemble them are laid under great 
reftriftions by thf2 diffimilarity between our 

nature 
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nature and the divine. With relpeft to 
that attribute which we now confider, the y^^ J ^ 
circumftances are evident which preclude 
improper imitation. To man it is fre- 
quently neceflary to corredl: his errours, and 
to change his condud:. An attempt, there- 
fore, to continue wholly invariable, would, 
in our iituation, be no other than impru- 
dent and criminal obftinacy. But withal, 
the immutable reftitude of the Deity fhould 
lead us to afpire after fixednefs of principle, 
and uniformity in conduct:, as the glory of 
the rational nature. Imprefled with the 
fenfe of that fupreme excellence which 
refults from unchanging goodnefs, faith- 
fulnefs, and truth, let us become afhamed 
of that levity which degrades the human 
character. Let us ponder our patbs^ adt 
upon a well-regulated plan, and remain 
confiftent with ourfelves. Contemplating 
the glory of the Father of Lights, let us 
aim at being transformed, in fome degree, 
into the fame image from glory to glory. Fi- 
n^ljy 

IV. Let 
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IV. Let the divine immuubility become 
thfs ground of confidence and truft to good 
tnen^ amidft all the revolutions of this un-- 
certain worlds This is one of the chief im- 
provements to be made of the fubjed^ and 
therefore requires full illuftration* There 
ace three lights in which we may view the 
benefit redounding to us ifrom that attribute 
cf God which we now confidef* It affures 
vs of the cpnftancy of Nature ; of the regu- 
lar adminiftration of Providence ; pf the 
certain accomplifhment of all the divine 
promifes. 

Firft, it gives us ground to depend on the 
eonftant and uniform courfe of Nature. Oq 
the unchangcablenefs of God refts the fta- 
bility of the univerfe. What we call the 
laws of nature, are no other than the decrees 
of the Supreme Being. It is becaufe He is 
'^iMout variablenefs or Jhadcw of turnings 
tdiat thofe laws have continued the fame 
fi«ce the beginning of the world ; that the 
Sun fo conftantly obferves his time of rifing 
and going down i that the feafons annually 
return j the tides periodically ebb and flow ; 

thq 
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the earth yields its fruits at ftated intervals j S E R 
and the human body and mental powers u \-» j 
advance to maturity by a regular progrefs. 
In all thofe motions and operations which 
are inceflaotly going on throughout nature, 
there is no flop nor interruption ; no change 
nor innovation ; no defledion from their 
main fcope. The fame powerful and fteady 
iiand virhich gave the firft impulfe to the 
powers of nature, reftrains them from ever 
exceeding their prefcribed line. Hence 
arifes the chief comfort of our prefent life* 
We find ourfelves in a regular and orderly 
world. We look forward to a known fuc- 
ceflion of events. We are enabled to form 
plans of action. From the caufe* we calcu* 
late the effeft ; and from the paft, we rea- 
ibn with confidence concerning the future. 

Accuftomed from our infancy to this con- 
ftancy in nature, we are hardly fcnfible of 
the bleffing. Familiarity has the fame ef** 
fed here, as ia many other enjoyments, to 
efface jgratitude. But let us, for a moment, 
take an oppofite view of things. L?t us ' 
fupppi^, that we had any caufe to dread 
6 capri^ 
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♦ eapricioufnefs or change in the power who 
rules the courfe of nature ; any ground to 
fufpedl that, but for one day, the Sun 
might not rife, nor the current of the wa- 
ters hold their ufual courfe, nor the laws of 
motion and vegetation proceed as we have 
been accuftomcd to behold them. What 
difmay would ihftantly iill all hearts ! 
what horror would leem to ovcrfpread the 
whole face of Nature ! What part could we 
^ at^, or whither would we run, in the midft 
of convulfions, which overturned all the 
meafures we had formed for happinefs, or 
for fafety ? The prefent abode of man 
would then become, as Job defcribes the 
region of the grave, a land of darknefs^ as 
darknefs itftlf and the Jhadow of death; 
without any order ; and where the light is as 
darknefs *. With what joy ought we then 
to recognize an unvarying and ftedfaft Ruler, 
imder whofe dominion we have no fuch 
difafters to dread ; but can depend on the 
courfe of Nature continuing to proceed a$ 

♦ Jpb, 2?, 

it 



Digitized by 



the Dlv ne Nature* 109 

k has ever gone on, until the period (hall SE^RM. 
arrive of its final diflblution ! v ^ 



But. though the great laws of Nature be 
conftant like their Author, yet in the 
affairs of men there is much variety and 
change. All that regards our prefent poC- 
feffions and enjoyments was, for wife rea- 
fons, left, in a great meafure, uncertain ; 
and from this uncertainty arifes the diftrefs 
of human life. Senfible of the changes to 
which we lie open, we look round with 
anxious eyes, and eagerly grafp at every 
objedi which appears to promife us fecu- 
rity. But in vain is the whole circle of 
human, things explored ^with this view. 
There is nothing on earth fo ftable as to 
afTure us -ef undifturbed reft, nor fo power- 
ful as to afford us conftant protedion. 
Time, death, and change, triumph over all 
the labours of men. What we build 
they inceifantly deftroy. The public con-< 
dition of nations, and the private fortunes of 
individuals, are alike fubjefl: to reverfe. 
Life never retains long the fame form. Its 

whole 
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^ whole fccncry is continually fhifting arottnd 

u - yl-^ us. ^Amidft thofe cndlefs viciffitudes, 

what can give any firm confolation^ any 
fatisfying reft to the heart, except the do- 
minion of a wife and righteous Sovereign^ 
untb whom there is no variablenefs^ nor Jha-- 
dow of turning f Though all things change, 
and we ourfelves be involved in the general 
mutability, yet as long as there is fixed and 
permanent goodnefs at the head of the uni- 
verfe, we are aflured that the great intercfts 
of all good men fliall be fafe. That river 
perpetually flows, the Jlreams whereof make 
glad the city of God. We know that the 
Supreme Being loved righteoufnefs from 
the beginning of days, and that he will 
continue to love it to the laft. Under his 
government none of thofe revolutions hap- 
pen which have place among the kii^gdoms 
of the earth ; where princes die, and new 
fovereigna afcend the throne ; new mini- 
ftcrs and new counfels fucceed ; the whole 
face of affairs is changed ; and former plans 
fall into oblivion. But the throne of the Lord 
is ejiahlifbed for ever ; and the thoughts of his 

heart 
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heart endure to all generations. We fctvc ^ 
the fame God whom our fathers worfhip- u 
ped, and whom our pofterity ihall adope*^^ 
His unchanging dominion comprehends all 
events and all ages ; eftabliihes a conned- 
ing principle which holds together the pafl:, 
the prefent, and the future ; gives ftabiEty 
to things which in themfelves arc fluduat- 
ing, and extracts order from thofe which 
appear moft confufed. Well may the earth 
rejoice^ and the multitude of ijlei be glad^ be- 
caufe there reign^h over the univerfc fuch 
an immutsable Lord. 

9 Were yoiu to unhinge this great article 
f>f faith ; were you ather to fay with the 
fooly that there is no Gody or to fuppofa with 
the fuperiHtiouSy that the God who rules 
is variable and capricious ; you would in*- 
deed lay the axe to the rx>ot of the tree^ and 
cut down, with one blow, the hope and 
fecurity of mankind. For you. would then 
leave nothing in the whole compafs of aa- 
ture, but a round of cafual aiiid transitory 
|i)eing ; no foundation of truft, nx> protec-^ 
tion to the righteous^ no fiedfaft prlocij^le 

to 
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* ^xv ^ *^ uphold and to regulate the fucceffion of 
V .- ^ exiftenc/e. Inftead of that magnificent fpec- 
tacle which the world now exhibits, when 
beheld in connexioh with the divine go- 
vernment, it would then only prefcnt to 
view a multitude of fliort-lived creatures 
Ipringing out of the duft, . wandering on 
the face of the earth without guide or pro- 
tediari ftruggling for a few years agaiaft 
the torrent of uncertainty and change; 
and then finking into utter oblivion, and 
vanifhing like vifions of the night. Myf- 
terious obfcurity would involve the begin- 
ning of things ; diforder would mark their 
progrefs ; and the blacknefs of darknefs 
would cover their final refult. Whereas, 
when Faith enables us to difcover an uni- 
. verfal Sovereign, whofe power never fails, 
and whofe. wifdom and goodnefs never 
change, the profjpedt clears up on every 
fide. A ray from the great fource of light 
feems to illuminate the whole creation. 
Good men difcover a parent and a friend. 
They attain a fortrefs in every danger ; a 
refuge amidft all ftorms, a divelling-place 
.2 in 
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in all generations. They are no longer ^ij/W S 
vf evil tidings. Their heart is Jixedy trtift-^ 
injr in the Lord^ \ 

J 

Though thefe reafonings, frbm the tin-* 
changing tenour oiF Divine government^ 
cannot but afford mu^h comfort to good 
men, their fatisfa£kion, however^ becomes 
ftill more complete, vsrhen they confider 
the explicit promifes which are given them 
in the word of God, The immutability o^ 
the divine purpofe afTures them moft per-* 
fedtly of thofe promifes being fulfilled in 
due time, how adverfe foever circumftances 
may at prefent appear to their accotnplifli- 
ment. The Jlrength of Ifrael is not a mart 
that he foould lie^ nor the /on of man th(^ 
he Jhould repent. Hath he fai^ it^ and Jhall 
be not do it ? Hath he fpoken^ and Jhall be 
not make it good? Men have the command 
only of the prefent time. When that is 
fuffered to pafs, changes may befal, eitheif 
in their own ftate, or in the frtuation of 
things around them, which fliall defeat their 
heft intentions in our behalf, and render all 

Vol. II. I their 
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their promifes fruitlefs. Hence, even Tet* 
ting afide the danger of human inconftancy, 
the confidence which we can repofe on any 
earthly protedo? is extremely imperfed. 
Man, in his higheft glory, is but a reed 
boating on the ftream of time, and forced 
to follow every new direftion of the pur- 
rent. But God is the rock of ages. All 
time IS equally in his hands. Intervening 
accidents cannot embarrafs him ; nor any 
unforefeen obftacle retard the performance 
of his moll diftant promife. One day is with 
fhe Lord as a thoufand years ^ and a tbou'- 
fund years are as one day. ^ There is no vi- 
cifTitude of the human ftate in which good 
men cannot take fanduary with him as a 
fure and abiding friend ; the fafe conductor 
of their pilgrimage here, as well as the eter- 
nal reft of their fouls hereafter. All their 
patrons may defert themj and all their 
friends may die : but the Lord fill livts^ 
*who is their rock ; and the, mof high God^ 
who is their redeemer. He hath projnifed 
that he ^ill not leave them when tbey are 
old^ n6r forfake them when their frength 
4 faileth} 
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faitetbf and t\iatt^eh -when tbetr i^edrf Jhatl SEiM* 
^intj andtbeit fl^ fail^ bt will bt the flrengtb r 
of ibetr beart^ and tbeir portion for even His 
immutability is not only the ground of truft 
in him during their own abode on eartli^ 
but gives them the fatisfafbioti of looking 
forward x6 the fame wife and good admini^ 
ftration as continued to the end of time* 
When departing hence^ and bidding adieu to 
Efe^ with all its changeful fcenes, they can 
with comfort and peace leave their family^ 
their friends^ and their deareft concerns, in 
the hands of that God who reigneth folr - 
fever; and whofe countenance Jball alwayi 
heboid the uprigbt with the iame compla- 
cency. My days are like a Jbadow that dc'^ 
clinetb^ find I am withered Hie the grafsi 
But tbouj Lord^ Jhalt endure for ever ; 
Qnd thy remembrance to all generations. Tbe 
cbildren of tby fcrvants Jball continue ; and 
their feed Jball be ejlahlifbed before thee *• 

Such are the benefits which good meti 
joay derive from meditation ph God ^ 

# Pfalm cii* ii.^ 42. 2S,. 

a without 
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^^ly^* variablenefs or Jbadow of turning. 

im'm^mj It infpires them with fentim«nts of devou^ 
humble^ and grateful adoration. It points 
out to them the unvaryiog tenour of con- 
duct whiph they ought to hold ; checks their 
ficklenefs and inconftancy ; and, amidft all 
diflxeffes and fears, affords them comfort. 
The immutability of God is the fureft bafis 
on which their hopes can be built. It ia 
indeed the pillar on which the whole uni- 
yerfe refts. — On fuch ferious and folemn 
meditations let our thoughts often dwell, in 
order to corredi that folly and levity which 
are fo apt to take pofleffion of the human 
heart. And if our minds be overawed, and 
even depreffed, with fo high a view of the 
divine nature^ let them be relieved by the 
refleifHon, that to this unchangeable God 
we are permitted to look up throilgh a gra- 
cious Mediator, who, though poffeffed of 
divine perfedtion,- is not uncoilfcious of kx^ 
man diftrefs and' frailty. 
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SERMON V. 

On the Compassion of Christ. 



Pleached at the Celebration of the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper. 



Hebrews, iv. 15. 

We have not an high prieft which cahitot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities ; 
hut was in all points tempted Hie as we are^ 
yet without fin. 



w 



HEN we compare the cotinfcls of SERM. 
Providence with the plans of men. 



we find a like difference obtain, as in the 
works of nature compared with thofe of art. 
The works of art may, at firfl view, appear 
the moll finiflied and beautiful j but when 
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the eye is affifted to pry into their contex- 
ture, the niceft worbhianfhip is difcemcd to 
be rough and blemiflied. Whereas the works 
oi nature gain by the moft accurate exami- 
nation ; and thofe which on a foperficial 
furvey appear defcdive or rude, the njore ' 
intimately they are infpeded, difcover the 
more exa£t conftrudtion and confummate 
beauty^ In the fame manner the fyftemd 
of worldly policy, though at firft they feem 
plaufible and profound, foon betray in their 
progrefs the narfownefs of "the human un- 
derftanding ; while thofe difpenfations of 
Providence, which appeared to furnifti ob- 
jections either againft the goodnefs or the 
wifidom of Heaven, have, upon a niore 
extenfiye view of their confequences, fre- 
quently afibrded' the moft ftriking^ proofs of 
both. 

God vmnifejled. in the fiejb. was tp tht Jews 
a^JitmbUn^-block^ and to the Creeks foolijk- 
iiefs. <- It C9ntradi<3£d every prepofleffioa 
whicja. their cpa^nied;.^ of xeligion and 
philofophy led them to entertain. If a fupe- 
riour Being was . to mterpofe for the fqfto- 
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ration of a, degenerate world, they conoltid^ 
that he would certainly appear in celcfti^tt 
majefty. But the thoughts of God art 
as the thoughts of men. The divine wifdom 
faw it to be fit that the Saviour of manklmi 
ibould in all things be made like unta thojk 
whom he came to fave. By living as a xaaq 
among men, he difpen/ed inftruAipn inrtbq 
raoft winning manner. - He added to iim 
ftrudtion the grace and the force of his own 
example. He accommodated that example 
to the moft trying and difficult fituations.pf 
human life ; and, by fu0ering a painful 
death, he bc*h taught men how to &iffer 
and die } and in that nature which faad^ of^ 
fended, he offered a folemn expiation to God 
for human guilt. : : . > 

Befides thefe ends, fo worthy of Gotf,' 
which were accompliihed by the incarna- 
tion of Chrift, another, of high importance, * 
is iuggefted in the text. Human life is to 
good men, as well as to others, a ftate of 
fuffering and diftrefs. To fupply them 
with proper confolation and encouragement 
^uring fuch a ftate, was one great purpofe 
I 4 of 
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SE RM. of the undertaking of Chrift* With this 
view he afTumed the office of their high 
prieft, or mediator with God ; and the en^ 
couragement which this office affords them,, 
.will be proportioned to their aflufed belief, 
firft of his power, and next of his com- 
paffion. His power is fet forth in the verfe 
preceding the text, and the proper argu- 
ment is founded upon it* Seeing that we 
bav€ a great high prieft who Is paffed into 
(be heavens^ y^J^^ tbe Son of God^ l(t us bold 
fajl our prgjejfion. But though it be txy^ 
Couraging tp know thftt our high prieft 
is the Son of God^ and that he is paffed into 
the, heavens^ yet thefe fads alone aye not 
fufficient to render him the full objeft of 
pur confidence. For, as the apoftle after-r 
wards obferves, it belongs to the charader 
of a high prieft to be taken from among men^ 
• that he may have compaffton on the ignorant^ 
and them that are out of the way ^- feeing that 
be bimfelf is compafed with infirmity. In 
order then to fatisfy us of our high prieft's 
poffeffing alfo the qualifications of mercy 
and 'cpmpaffion, we are told that he is 

touched 
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touched with the feeling of our infirmities^ and S E R M. 
was in all points tempted like as we are. » 
(^he force of this confideration) J purpofe ; ^j.. ' 
now to) illuftrate. (l fhalljfirft explain Ihe 
fadls which are ftated in the text, and then . 
Ihow how from thefe our Saviour^s com- 
paffion is to be inferred, and in what man* 
ner it may be accommodated to the confo- • 
lation and hope of good men amidft various 
exigencies of life. \ 

The aflertion in the text of Chrift's be- 
ing touched with the feeling of our infinmties^ 
plainly implies that he had full experience 
both of the external diftrefles, and of the 
internal forrows of human nature. Affum- 
ing 4 body fuch as ours, he fubjefted him- 
felf to all the natural confequences of cor- 
poreal frailty. He did not chufe for him- 
felf an eafy and opulent condition, in order 
to glide through the world with the leaft 
moleftation. He did not fuit his miflion to 
the upper ranks of mankind chiefly, by 
jiflimilating his ftate to theirs : But, born . ! 
V(i pi^annef^;^ and bred up to labour, he 

fybmitted 
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SERM. fubmitted to the inconvenieqcies ©f that 
- -^-^ poor and toilfome life which fiMls to the 
fhare of the moft numerous part of the hu-^ 
man race. Whatever is fevere.ia the diP 
regard of relations or the ingratitude of 
friends, in the fcorn of the proud or the 
infults of the mean, in the virulence of re- 
proach or the fharpnefs of pain, was vn-' 
dergone by Chrift. Though his life was 
fliort, he familiarized himfelf in it with 
wide compafs of human woe ; and there is 
almoft no diftrefsful fituation to which we 
can be reduced, but what he "has expe-^ 
lienced before us. There is not the leaft 
reafon to imagine tliat the eminence of his 
nature raifed hiin above the fenfations of 
trcujbje and grief. Had this been the cafe, 
he would have ibeen ^ fufFerer. in appear-^ 
ance only, not in reality j there would have 
been ho merit In his patience, oi- in the refig-r 
n<ition which he. expreijed.^ On the con- 
trary, it appears, from many circumftances,^ 
th^t the fenfi^ility of his nature was tender 
and exquifitej! He afFeded none of that 
Kard indifference in which fome ancient 

philo;* 
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philofophers vainly gloried. He felt as a ^ 
man, and he fympathized with the feelings 
of others^ On different occafions we are 
informed that he was troubled in fptrity that 
be groaned^ and that he wept. The relatioa 
pf his agony in tlje garden of Gethfenjanp 
pxhibits a ftriking pidlure of. the feufatioas 
of innocent -iiature opprefled with anguifli* 
It difcover§ all the conflift bet^A^qen the 
dread of fuffering on the one hand, and the 
fenfe of duty on the other; the man ftrug- 
gliag for a while with human weaknefs, 
and in the end recolledted in virtue, and 
rifing fuper5|Our to the objedls of difixjay 
which were then in his view. Father ! if 
it be pojjihle^ let this cup pafifrom me. J\^- 
vertbeleffy not as I willy but as thou wilt. 
Thy will be done. Thus was our Saviour 
touched, with the feeling of ^ our infirmities. 
He was a man of fgrrows^ and acquainted 
with grief. 

It is added In the text, that he was iu all^ 
points tempted like as we are. To b.Q tempt- 
ed is, in the language of Scripture^ to un-? 
dergo fuch trials of virtue as are accQmjpa- 

nied 
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• ■ >j • * 

nicd with difficuhy and conflid* Though 
our Lord was not liable to any temptations 
from depravity of nature, yet he was p^r-r, 
petually expofed to fuch as arife from fitua- 
tions the moft adVerfe to virtue. His whole 
life was in this refpedt a courfe of tempta- 
tion ; that is, a fevere trial of his conftancy 
by every difcouragement. He fuffered 
repeated provocations both from friends 
and foes* His endeavours to do good were 
requited with the moft obftinate and per- 
verfe oppodtion. Sometimes by the folici* 
tations of ignorant multitudes he was tempt- 
ed to accept the profFersof worldly greatnefs* 
Oftener, by the infult of multitudes, mpre 
blind and brutal, he was tempted to defert 
an office which expofed him to fo much 
mifery. Together with the world, the 
powers of darknefs alfo combined their 
efforts againft him. We are informed that 
be was led into the wildernefs^ and, amidft 
the horrors of a wild and dreary folitude, 
was tempted of the devil. The great adver- 
fary of mankind feems . to have been per^ 
mitted to exert unufual proofs of his power 

and 
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and malice^ on purpofe that the trial of our 
Saviour's conftancy might be more com- 
plete, and his victory over him more illuf- 
trious and diilinguifhed^ 

From all thefe circumftances, the conclu- 
fioti is obvious, that our Lord knows, from 
perfonal experience, all the difcouragements 
aHd temptations which virtue can fuffer. 
Thoiigh he participated not of the corrup- 
tion, jet he felt the weaknefs of human 
daWfe. He felt the ftrength of paffion. 
He? iff no ftranger to the diftiirbance and 
c^m'iif otion, which either the attacks of the 
world, or the powers of darknefe; are able 
to raife within the breaft of man. One re- 
markable difference, indeed, takes place 
between our temptations and thofe of Chrift, 
Though he was tempted like as we are^ yet 
it was without Jin. Though the conflid* 
was the fame, the ilTue was different. Wc 
are bften foiled ; He always overcame. But 
his difconformity to us in this refpedi:, is far 
from weakening the ftrength of our prefent 
argument. For fin contrads and hardens 
the heart. Every degree of guilt, incurred 

, .-by. 
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is E R M. by yielding to temptation,, teiids to dei>il% 
- y* > the iliind, ahd to weaken the generous and 
benevolent principles of human nature. If 
froiii our Lord's being tempted like as we art^ 
We have any ground to expe£t his fympa- 
thy, from his being tempted, yet without Jttij 
we afe entitled to hope that his fympathy, 
Unallayed and perfect, will operate with 
more complete energy* 

FkOM this view of the fad:s which are 
ftated in the text, I proceed to ftiow how 
juftly we may infer our Saviour's compaC- 
fion, and in what manner it is to be ac-^ 
commodated to the confolation of good men 
amidft various exigencies of life* 

It has been the univerfal opinion of man- 
kind, that perfonal experience of fuffering 
humanizes the heart. In the fchool of aft 
flidion, compaffion is always fuppofed td 
be moft thoroughly learned ; and hence, irt 
the laws of Mofes, when the Ifraelites ar^ 
commanded not to opprefs the ftranger, this 
reafon is given, for ye know the heart of a 
Jlrangery feeing ye were Jir angers yourf elves 
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tntbt land of Egypt*. The diftrefled, ac- SfeRM. 
cordingly, fly for confolation to thofe who 1^— 
have been their companions in woe. They 
decline the prolperous, and look np tp 
them with a fuipitious eye. They confi- 
der them as ignorant of their feelings^ and 
therefore regardlefs of their complaints* 
Amidft the manifold forrows of life, then, 
how foothing is the thought that our great 
Interceflbr with God was a fellow-fufiEeref 
with ourfelves, while he paffed through 
this valley of tears. 

But was it necpflary for Chrift, it may 
be faid, to alTume our nature in order to 
acquire the knowledge of its infirmity and 
diftrefs? As a divine perfon, was he not 
perfectly acquainted with our frame before 
he defcended to the earth ? Did he Hand 
in need of being prompted to compaffion 
by the experience of our forrows ? Could 
Ais experimental knowledge of human weak- 
jiefs increafe the. benevolence of a nature 
which before wasperfeft ? No : lie fub- 

* £xod. xxiii. 9. 
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SBRM. mitted to be toucbtd with the feeling of oul^ 
to-y^ infirmities^ and to he tempted like as we are f 
not in order to become acquainted with our 
nature, but to fatisfy us that he knew It pet* 
fedlly ; not in order to acquire any new de- 
gree of goodnels, but td give us the firmer 
confidence in the goodnefs which he poC* 
fefledy and to convey the fenfe of it to out 
hearts With greater force and efFefl:. 

Didruft is a weaknefs peculiarly incident 
to the miferable. They ard apt to rejedt 
hope, to indulge fear, and to tinge, with the 
dark colour of their own minds, every ob* 
jt€t which is offered for their encourage- 
ment. The reprefentations given us of the 
Deity in Scripture, afford undoubtedly much 
ground for truft in his goodnefs. But the 
perfedlion of an Almighty Being, who 
dwelleth in the fecret place of eternity, 
wbom no man bath feen or can fee^ is over- 
whelming to a timid apprehenfion. The 
goodnefs which it promifes is a new and 
Unknown form of goodnefs. Whatever 
proceeds fi-om a* nature fo far fuperiour to 
«ur own, is beheld with a degree of awe, 
2 which 
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'xfrhich is ready to 6veq>6wer hope« Upon ^ 
this account) utitler the Old Teftament dif- ^ 
penfation, the Supreme Being is often de- 
fcribcd with the attributes of a man, in order 
to give a ihade and foftening to his great- 
nefs, and to accommodate his goodnefs 
more to our capacity. The relentings of a 
friend, the pity of a parent, and the fighs 
of a mourner, are afcribed to the Almighty. 
But we eafily perceive fuch attributes to be 
no more than figures and allufions. The 
comfort which they afford is not definite 
nor precife. They leave the mind under 
an anxious uncertainty, left it err in its 
interpretation of thofe allegories of mercy* 
In the perfon of Jefus Chrift the objefl: of 
our truft is brought nearer to ourfelves ; 
and of courfe adapted more effefkiially to 
our encouragements Thofe l/vell-known 
tender afFedions, which aire only figura*^ 
tively afcribed to the Divinity, are in out 
great Mediator thoroughly realiredi His 
goodnefs is the goodnefs of human nature 
exalted and rendered perfeft* It is that 
fpecies of goodnefs with which we are beft 
acquainted, compaffion to the unhappy j 
Vol. IL K and 
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and compaflion cultivated by that difcipline 
which we know to be the moft powerful, 
the experience of fotrows. 

^ox fuch reafons as thefe, becaufitbc cbil-- 
dren are partakers of fiejb and bloody Cbrifi 
bimfelf Itkeimfe took part of the fame. In all 
things it behoved bim to be made like unto bis 
brethren^ that be might be a merciful as well 
as a faithful higbprieft. When we confider 
his afTumption of our natmre in this lights 
what a mild and amiable afped does it ^ve 
to the government of heaven ! What at- 
tentive folicitude of goodnefs is ihewn in 
carrying on the difpenlation of our re- 
demption upon a plan fo perfe&ly calcu- 
lated . to banifh all diftruft, and to revive 
the moft timid and dejeded heart ! How 
naturally does that inference follow which 
the Apoftle makes in the verfe immediately 
Succeeding the text j let us therefore come 
boldly to the throne of grace^ that we may 
obtain mercy ^ and fnd grace to help in time 
of need! More particularly, in confequence 
of the dodrine which I have illuftrated, 
we are taught to hope, 

1. That 
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I* That under all our infirmities and $ 
errors, regard will be had to human im«- 
perfe^lion ; that a merciful diilinQion will 
be made betwem what is weak and what is 
wilfully criminal in our condud): ; and that 
fuch meafures of obedience only will be ex- 
aded as are proportioned to our circum-* 
fiances and powers. What can more en- 
courage our religious fervices, than to be 
aflured that the God whom we worlhip 
knows our fratnt^ and remtmhers we are dujl ; 
and that the Mediator, through whom we 
worfliip him, // touched with the feeling, of 
our infirmities ? the moft virtuous are the 
moft apt to be dejedhed with the fenfe of 
their frailty. While vain and fuperficial 
men are eafily flattered with favourable 
views of themfelves, and fond hopes of 
divine acceptance, the flighteft appreheu- 
fion of guilt is ready to alarm the humble 
and delicate mind ; juil as on coarfe bodies 
an impreificn is not eafily made, while thofe 
of finer contexture -are foon hurt; and. as 
on an exquifite poHfli the leaft fpeck is vi- 
fible. But though religion promotes great 
K 2 fcnfibility 
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fenfibility to all feelings of a moral nature, 
yet it gives no countenance to exceffive and 
fuperftitious fears. That humility which 
checks prefumption, and that jealoufy which 
infpires vigilance, are favourable to piety ; 
while thofefufpicions which lead to defpond- 
cncy are injurious to God, hurtful to our- 
felves, and repugnant to that whole fyftem 
of mercy which I have been illuftrating. 

You complain, that when you engage in 
the folemn exercifes of devotion, your fpi- 
rits are deprefled by a load of cares and 
forrows ; that in your thoughts there is no 
eompofure, and in your afFedions no ele- 
vation ; that after your utmoft eflays, you 
are incapable of fixing your attention ftea- 
dily on God, or offending up your prayers 
to him with becoming warmth and futnefs 
of heart. , This debility and wandering of 
mind you are apt to impute to fome uncom- 
mon degree of guilt. You confider it as 
the fymptom of incurable hardnefs of heart, 
and as a melancholy proof of your being 
abandoned by God. — Such fears as thefe in 
a great meafure refute themfelves. If you 

were 
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were really obdurate, you would be infen- 
fenfible of guilt. Your complaints of hard- 
nefs of heart are an evidence of your heart 
being at that moment contrite and adually 
relenting. — ^Are there any circumftances of 
inward difcompofure and ' perplexity of 
which He is unconfcious, who at a critical 
period of his life was heavy and fore ama%ed'^^ 
who was obliged to complain that his foul 
was troubled within him ; . and to acknow- 
ledge, that though the fpirit was willing^ yet 
the fejb was weak ? To a fuperior nature, 
untouched with human frailty, you might 
in fuch fituations look up with fome degree 
of terrour. But He who remembers the 
ftruggles of his own foul, will not, furely, 
judge yours like a hard and unfeeling ma- 
ften Acquainted with the inmoft recefles of 
human nature, he perceives the fincerity of 
your intentions ; he fees the combat yoii 
maintain ; he knows how much of your 
prefent confufion and difordet is to be imr 
puted, not to your inclination and will, but 
tp an infirm, an aged or difeafcd body, or 

* Mark, xiv. 33, 

K. 3 
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to a weak and wounded fpirit ; and there- 
fore will be far from rejefting your attempts , 
to ferve him, on account of the infirmities 
which you lament. He hears the voice of 
thofe fecret afpirations which you are unable 
to exprefsin words, or to form into prayer. 
Every penitential tear which your contrition 
iheds, pleads your caufe more powerfully 
with him, than all the arguments with which 
you could fill your mouth. 

IL From our Saviour's experience of 
human mifery, we may juftly hope that he 
will fo compaflionately regard our diftrefled 
eftate, as to prevent us fi-om being loaded 
with unneceffary troubles. He will not 
wantonly add afflidion to the alBifted ; nor 
willingly cruflx what he fees to be already 
broken. In the courfe of that high admi- 
niftration which he now exercifes, he may 
indeed judge certain intermixtures of ad- 
verftty to be proper for our improvement. 
Thefe arc trials of virtue through which all, 
without exception, muft pafs. Rugged was 
the road by which our divine Mediator him- 

felf 
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felf went before us to glory ; and by be- 
coming our companion in diftrefs, he meant 
to reconcile us to our lot. He ennobled 
adverfity, by fharing it with us. He raifed 
poverty from coYitempt, by afluming it for 
his own condition. The feverity of his 
trials tends to lighten ours. When the ge- 
neral of an army lies on the fame hard 
ground, drinks of the fame cold ftream, 
carries the fame weight of armour with the 
ioweft ccntinel, can any of his foldiers re-* 
pine at what they endure ? 

Whatever afBidions our Lord may judge 
to be necefTary for us, of this we may reft 
aflured, that he will deal them fortH, not 
with harflx and imperious authority, but 
with the tcndemefs of one, who knows from 
experience how deeply the human heart is 
wounded by every ftroke of adverfity. He 
will not lay more upon us than he fees we 
are able to bear. Though he caufe griefs yet 
will he have compajjion according to the mul^ 
titude of his tender mercies. He will fay bis 
rough wind in the day of the eqft wind * : 

* Ifaiahy xxvii. 8. 

K 4 For 
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S E R M. For it is his ft^te, but not his nature, which 
t _r is now changed. Notwithftanding his high 
exaltation, he ftill retains the compaffionate 
fentiments of the man of forroxvs. Still, we 
are aflured by an infpired writer, he is not 
ajlmmed to callus his brethren *. And with 
the heart of a brother he regards thofe few 
arid troubled days, fuch as his own once 
were, which good men are doomed to paf^ 
in this evil world, 

- From his <y)mpaffion, indeed, we are not 
to expert' that fond indulgence or unfeafon-r 
Itble relief by which the weak pity of men 
frequently injures its objedls. It is to the 
material interefts, more than to the prcfent 
eafe, of good men, that he attends. When 
under the impatience offorrow.we e^cclaim. 
Hath he forgotten to be gracious? \hath be 
in anger Jhtit up his tender mercies ? we re- 
colled: not in whofe hands we are. His 
compaflipn is not diminifhed when its ope- 
rations are moft concealed. It continues 
equally to flow, though the channels by 
^hich it is conduced towards us. lie too 

f Heb. ii. II. 

^ deep 
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deep for our obferva^ion^ Amidft our p r$- S 
fent ignorance of what is good or ill for us 
in this life, it is fufficient for us to know, 
that the immediate adminiftration of uni- 
vcrfal government is placed in the hands of 
the mojft attentive and companionate friend 
of mankind. How greatly does this confi- 
deratipn alleviate the burden of human woe ! 
How happily does it conne(3: with the aw- 
ftil difpenfations of religion, the mildeft ideas 
of tendernefs and humanity ! 

IIL The text leads us to hope, that 
amidft all the infirmities of our ftate, both 
under, f he temptations and under the dif- 
trefles of life, our blefled Lord will afford 
us a proper njeafure of affiftancq and fup- 
port. In that he hath fuffered being tempted^ 
he is able to fuccour them who either fufFer, 
or are tempted ; that is, he is perfeilly 
qualified for difcharging this beneficent of* 
fice ; he knows exadly where the wound 
bleeds, where the burden prefFes, what re- 
lief will prove moft feafonable, and how it 

* Hcb. ii. x8, 

pan 
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can be moft fuccefsfully applied. The man-* 
ner in which it is conveyed by him to the 
heart we may be at a lofs tp explain ; but 
no argument can be thence drawn againft 
the credibility of the fadk. The operations 
which the power of* God carries on in the 
natural world, are no lefs myfterious than 
thofe which we are taught to believe that 
his fpirit performs in the moral world. If 
we can give no account of what is every day 
before our eyes, how a feed becomes a tree, 
or how the child rifes into a man, is it any 
wonder that we fliould be unable to explain 
how virtue is fupported, and conftancy 
ftrengthened, by God within the heart ? If 
men by their counfels and fuggeftions can 
influence the minds of one another, muft' 
not divine fuggeftion and counfel produce a 
much greater efFed? Surely, the Father pf 
Spirits muft, by a thoufand ways, have ac-^ 
cefs to the fpirits which he has made, fo as 
to give them what deternlination, or impart 
to them what afliftance he thinks proper, 
without injuring their frame, or difturbing 
their rational powers^ 

Accordingly, 
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Accordingly, -whenever any notions of 
religion liave taken place among mankind, yi 
this belief has in fome tneafure prevailed, 
diat, to the virtuous under diftrefs, aid was 
communicated from above. This fenti- 
ment is fo congruous to our natural im- 
jMrcffions of the divine benignity, that both 
among poets and philofophers of ancient 
times it vsras a favourite idea, and often 
occurs in their writings. But what among 
them was no more than loofe conjecture or 
feeble hope, has received full confirmation 
from the Gofpel of Chrift. Not only is the 
promife of divine afliftance exprefsly given 
to Chriftians, but their faith in that promife 
is ftrengthened by an argument which muft 
carry conviftion to every heart. If Chrift 
had full e3q)erience of the infufficiency of 
human nature to overcome the difficulties 
wherewith it is now furrounded, will he 
withhold from his followers that grace 
without which he fees they muft perilh in 
the evil day ? If in the feafon oiF his tempt-* 
ation and diftreis, an angel was fent frpiQ 

heaven 
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S E R M. heaven to Jlrengtben bim fhall no celeftial 
* meflfenger be employed by him on the like 
kind errand to thofe whom he ftyles his 
brethren ? Can we believe that he who. once 
bore our griefs and carried our forrows will, 
from that height of glory to which he is 
now exalted, look down upon us here con- 
tending with the ftorm of adverfity, la- 
bouring to follow his fteps through the fteep 
and diflBcuIt paths of virtue, expofed on 
every fide to arrows aimed againft us by 
the powers of darknefs ; and that, feeing 
our diftrefs, and hearing our fupplications, 
he will remain an unconcerned fpe£tator, 
without vouchfafing us either affiflance to 
fupport our frailty, or protection to fcreen 
us amidft furrounding dangers? Where 
were then the benevolence of a divine Na- 
ture ? Where, the compaflion of that Medi- 
ator who was trained to mercy in the fchool 
of forrow ? Far from us be fuch ungrateful 
lufpicions of the generous friend of human 
kind !~Let us exert ourfelves as we can, 

♦ Luke, Xa\u 43, 

?ind 
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and we ihall be ailifted. Let us pray, and 8 ERM. 
we &?X\ be heard ; for there 18 one to pre- 1. -Jr^ 
fent .our prayers, whom the Father hearetb 
always. Thefe, will he fay, are iny fol- 
lowers on earth, paffing through that thorny 
path of temptation and forrow which I once 
trode. Now I am no more in the world: 
but thefe are in the world. Holy Father! 
thine they were^ and thou gaveft them mcm 
Keep them through thine own name. Sanc^ 
iify them through thy truth. Keep them from 
the evil one; that they may be where I am^ 
and may heboid the glory which thou bqfi 
given me^. 

Such i$ the comfort which arifes to ua 
from our Saviour's participation of the uj^ 
iirmities of human nature ; and thus it may 
be applied to various iituations of anxiety 
and diilrefs* 



When we review what has been 
it is neceifary that, in the firft place, 1^ 
guard you againft a certain mifimprovi^ 
ment which may be made of this do^ne« 



• John, xvii. 

The 
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s^RRM. 'JTj^ samMe ynew which k ^« 9f OUT 
w>g^ji I liOard's clesimcy may flatter £anie meiir 
vnwerraotabie hopes, a&d kad- tbtnn 
fa imagine^ that in his ^xpericsied of hnmaa 
mftkniefft an apology ia to be fmnd for 
every crim€. Pbtfen^ of tbU^ chafvaidier 
Biuft be taught, that his comp»fiion di^rs 
widely from that undiftifigtHdlii^g and ca^ 
pricious indulgence which h fometimca 
found among men^ It is the compaffion 
of an impartial mind, enlightened by wif* 
, dom and guided by juftice, extending to 
tibe frailties of the fincerc, but not tb the 
fins of the prefumptuous, and leaft of aH to 
Ae crimes of thofe who encourage them- 
f^es in evil from the hope that they flkall 
aieet with cooipaiSoi^ 

Acourfe oi deliberate guilt admits ol no 
apology from the weaknefs of human na«> 
ture. For notwithftanding all the infirmi- 
ties incident to it, no man' is under a ne« 
eeiS^ of being wioked So far- is our Sa- 
ttoiiifd eacperienc^ of our natvire firom 
tffibsding any ground o£ hope to prefump^ 
tuous offenders, that k ought to fill them 

with 
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witji terrour. For it &ew8 than how tho- S M. 
roughly qualified he is to difcriminate 
' accurately the cbara&ers of men, and to 
mark the boundaries between frailty and 
parverfenefs. He who from his own feeU 
ings well knows all the workings of the hu-* 
man heart, oleariy difcems how differeitf 
their temper is fronx what was once his 
own* He perceives that vice, not virtue is 
their choice ; and that, inftead of reMing 
temptation, they refift confcience^ He lees 
that infiimuty aflbids them no excufe ; and 
that the real cau£b of tbdr a^ing a criminal 
part, is not becauTe they cannot do better^ 
but, in truth, becauib they will not* Hav- 
ing forfeited every tide to compailiotti they, 
are left in the hands of juftice ; and accord- 
ing as tbty have fimn^ they m»ft expfit 

But, in the next (^ce, to fuch as are 
iincere and upright, the dpdrine which t 
hfive iUuftmted a^rds high eapowagement, 
and powerfully rec<^i|iends the Cbriitian 
Rictigiont It places that reH^n ia its pro^ 
a per 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 Compajion of Chrtjii 

6ERM. per point of view, as(a medicinal plan^ in-*' 
^ tended both for the recovery of mankind 

from guilt, and for their confolation under 
trouble. The law was given by Mofes; but 
grace and truth came b^ Jcfus Cbrifi. The 
law was a difpenfation of mere authority. 
The Gofpel is a difpenfation, not of autho- 
rity only, but of relief If it difcovers new 
duties, and impofes new obligations, it opens 
alfo fources of comfort which were before 
unknown to the world. 

A Mediator between God and his crea- 
tures was an obje£t after which men in all - 
nations, and under all forms of religion, 
had long and anxioufly fought. The follies 
of fuperftition have ferved to difclofe to usy 
in this inftance, the fentiments of nature. 
The whole religion of Paganifm was a fyf- 
tern of mediation and interceffion. De- 
preffed by a confcious fenfe of guilt, nature 
Ihrunk at the thought of adventuring on a 
dire£t approach to the Sovereign of the uni- 
verfe ; and laboured to find out fome aufpi-* 
cious introdu£tor to that awful prefencc- 
With blind and trembling eagernefs, the 
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nations fled to fubordinate deities, to tute- ^ 
lar gods, and to departed fpirits, as their v. 
patrons and advocates above. Them they 
ftudied to footh with fuch coftly gifts, fuch 
pompous rites, or fuch humble fupplica- 
tions, as 'they thought might incline them 
to favour their caufe, and to fupport their 
intereft with the Supreme Divinity. While 
mankind were bewildered in this darknefs, 
the Gofpel not only revealed the true Me- 
diator, who in this view may be juftly 
called the deftre of all nations^ but placed his 
charadler and office in a light moft admi- 
rably fitted, as has been fhewn in this Dif- 
x;ourfe, to fupport the intereft of virtue in 
the world ; and to encourage the humble, 
\^ithout flattering the prefumptuous. What 
plan of religion could be more fuited to the 
circumftances of man, or more worthy of 
the goodnefs of his Creator ? What more 
animating to the pious worfhipper in per- 
forming thofe folemn ads . of devotion to 
which we are called by the fervice of this / 
day? ^ 

VojL. IL L I CAfI- 
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I CANNOT conclude without taking no- 
tice how remarkably this difpenfation of 
"^religion is calculated to promote a fpirit of 
humanity and compalTion among men, hy 
thofe very means which it employs for in- 
fpiring devotion towards God. We are 
now drawing nigh to the Supreme Being 
through a Mediator, for whofe compaflion 
we pray on account of the experience which 
he has had of our frailty. We truft, that 
having been acquainted with diftrefe, be 
will mt defpife nor abhor the affliSion of tbc 
affli&ed. .The argument by which we plead 
for his companion, concludes ftill more 
, ftrongly for mutual charity, and fympathy 
^ with one another. He vrho, in the midft 
of the common fufferings of life, feels not 
for the diftreflcd ; he who relents not at his: 
neighbour's griefs, nor fcans his failings 
v/ith the eye of a brother, muft be fenfible 
that he excludes himfelf from the commi- 
fcration of Chrift. He makes void the ar- 
gument by which he pleads for his mercy ; 
nay, he eftablifhes a precedent againft him-- 
felf. Thus the Chriftian religion approves 
5 itfelf 
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itfelf as Worthy of God> by conneding de- 
votion in ftrift union with charity* As in 
its pfecepts the love of God and the love of 
men are joined^ fo in its inftitutions the 
exercife of both is called forth ; and to wor- 
fhip God through the mediation of a com- 
pai)[ionate High Prieft^ neceflarily fuppofes 
in the worihippers a fpirit of companion to* 
^ards their own brethren. % 
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On the Love of Praise. 



John, xii. 43. 

For tbey loved the praife of men more than 
the praife of God. 

THE ftate of man on earth is mani- 
feftly defigned for the trial of his 
virtue. Temptations every where occur; 
and perpetual vigilance and attention are 
required. There is no paffion, or principle 
of action in his nature, which may not, if 
left to itfelf, betray him into fome criminal 
excefs. Corruption gains entrance, not only 
by thofe paflions which are apparently of 
dangerous tendency, fuch as covetoufnefs,. 
and love of .pleafure j but by means of thofe 

aliA 
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lalfo which arc feemingly the moft fair and S E R M. 
innocent, fuch as the defire of efteem and t_ ^ '_f 
praife. Of this the text fliggeft§ a remark- 
able inftance. When our Lord appeared 
in the land of Jadaea, the purity of his doc- 
trine, and the evidence of his miracles, 
procured him a confiderable number of fol- 
lowers, chiefly among th^ lower clafTes of 
^men. But the Pharifees,.who were the 
leading and fafhionable fed, galled with 
the freedom of his reproofs, decried him as 

* an impofton Hence it came to pafs, that 
\ho\i^\ fame of the rulers believed in bim^yetj 

' b£caufe the Pbarifeesy they did not confefs 
him. Rulers, perfons who, by their rank and 
education, ought to have been fuperiour to 
any popular prejudice, were fo far overawed 
by the opinions of others, as to flifle their 
convi(£l:ion, to diflemble their faith, and to 
join with the prevailing party in condemn- 
ing one whom in their hearts they revered : 
for which this reafon is given, that they 
loved the praife of men more than the praife 
of God. Since, then, the love of praife can 
miflead men into fuch culpable and dilho- 
L 3 neft 
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ncft condud, let us, with fome attentioa,^ 
examine the nature of this pailion. Let us 
confider how far it is an allowable principle 
of adion ; when it begins to be criminal ; 
and upon what accounts we ought to guard 
ag^inft its acquiring the entire afcendant* 

We are intended by Providence to be con-^ 
nedted with one another in fociety. Single ^ 
unaffifted individuals could make fmall ad- 
vances towards any valuable improvement. 
By means of fociety our wants are fupplied, 
and our lives rendered comfortable ; our 
Capacities are enlarged, and our virtuous 
afFedtions called forth into proper exercife. 
In order to confirm our mutual connection, 
It was neceffary that fome attracting power, 
which had the effeft of drawing men toge- 
ther, and ftrengthening the focial ties, flioiild 
pervade the human fyftcm. Nothing could 
more happily fulfil this purpofe, than our 
being fo formed as to defire the efteqm, and 
to delight in the good opinion, of each pther. 
Had fuch a propenfity been wanting, and 
felfifli principles left to occpy[iy its place, fo- 
ciety 
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ciety muft have proved an unharmonious .SE^RM. 
• and difcordant ftate. Inftead of mutual at- > > 
tradlion, a repulfive power would have pre- 
vailed. Among men who had no regard to • 
the approbation of one another, aH inter- 
courfe would have been jarring and ofFen- 
(ive. For the wifeft ends, therefore, the dc- 
fire of praife was made an original and 
powerful principle in the human breaft. 

To a variety of good purpofes it is fub- 
fervicnt, and on many oceafion« co-operates 
with the principle of virtue. It awakens 
us from.floth, invigorates a^Sivity, and fti- 
muktcs our efforts to excel. It has given 
rife to moft of the fplendid, and to many of 
the ufeful enterprizes of men. It has ani- 
mated the patriot, and fired the hero. Mag- 
nanimity, generofity, and fortitude are what 
all mankind admire. Hence fuch as were 
aduated by the defire of extenfive fame, 
have been prompted to deeds which either 
participated of the fpirit, or, at leaft, car- 
ried the appearance of diftinguiflied virtue. 
The defire of praife is generally connedted 
with all the finer fenfibilities of human na- 
L 4 • ture* 
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^ affords a ground on Which cxhort- 

ation, counfel^ and reproof can work a pro- 
per effeft. Whereas to be entirely deftitute 
• of this paffion, betokens an ignoble mind, 
on which no moral impreflion is eafily 
made. Where there is no defire of praife, 
there will be alfo no fenfe of reproach; 
and if jthat be extinguifhed, one of the 
principal guards of virtue is removed, and. 
the path opened to many opprobrious 
purfuits. He whofe countenance never 
glowed with fhame, and whofe heart never 
beat at the found of praife, is not deftined 
for any honourable diftindlion ; is likely to 
grovel in the fordid queft of gain, or to 
^ flumber life away in the indolence of felfifh 
pleafures. 

Abftrading from the fentiments which 
are connected with the love of praife as a 
principle of adion, the efteem of our fel- 
low-creatures is an object which, on ac- 
count of the advantages it brings, may be 
lawfully purfued.\ It 13 neceffary to our 
fuccefs in every fair and honeft undertak- 
ing. Not only our private intereft, but our 

public 
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public ufefulnefs, depends in a great meafure S E R M, 
upon it. The fphere of our influence is 
contradted or enlarged in proportion to the 
degree in which we enjoy the good opinion 
of the public. Men liften with an unwill- 
ing ear to one whom they do not honour j 
while a refpeded character adds weight to 
example, and authority to counfel. • To 
defire the efteem of others for the fake of 
its efFedis, is not only allowable, but in many 
cafes is our duty ; and to be totally indif- 
ferent to praife or cenfure, is fo far from 
being a virtue, that it is a real defeft in 
charadler.^ 

But while the love of praife is admitted 
to be a natural, and, in fo many refpeds, 
an ufeful principle of adtion, we are to 
obferve, that it is entitled to no more than 
our fecondary regard. /it has its boun- 
dary fet ; by tranfgremng which, it is at 
onc^ transformed from an innocent into a 
raoft dangerous paflion. More facred and 
venerable principles claim the chief direc- 
tion of human conduct. All the good ef- 
7 feds 
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^ ^Y^^' ^^^^ which we have afcribed to the defire 
\^^^.^ of praifc, are produced by it when remain- 
ing in a fubordinate ftation. But when 
paffing its natural line, it becomes the ru-- 
Kng fpring of conduft; when the regard 
which we pay to the opinions of men, in- 
croaches on that reverence which we owe 
to the voice of confcience and the fenfe of 
duty; the love of praife having then gone 
Gjit of its proper place, inftead of improv- 
ing, corrupts ; and inftead of elevating, de-» 
bafes our nature. The proportion which this 
paffion holds to other principles of action is 
what renders it either innocent or criminal. 
The crime with which the Jewifli rulers are 
charged in the text, was not that they loved 
the praife of men ; but that they loved it 
more than the praife of God^ 

Even in cafes where there is no direft 
competition between our duty and our 
fencied honour, between the praife of mien 
and the praife of God^ the paffion for ap- 
plaufe may become criminal by occupying 
the place of a better principle. When vain- 
glory ufurps the throne of virtue ; when 

oftentatioa 
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oftentation produces adions which con-* 
fcience ought to have dilated ; fuch aftions^ 
however fpecious, have no claim to inoral 
or religious praife. We know that good 
deeds, done merely to be^ feen of men^ lofe 
their reward with God* If, on occafion of 
fome trying conjuncture, which makes u& 
hefitate concerning our line of condu£l:, the 
firft queftion which occurs to us be, not 
whether an adlon is right in itfelf, and fuch 
as a good mau ought to perform, but whe- 
ther it is fuch as will find acceptance with 
the world, and be favourable to our fame; 
the conclufion is too evident that the defire 
of applaufe has obtained an undue afcendant* 
What a wife and good man ought to ftudy, 
is to preferve his mind free from any fuch 
folicitude concerning praife, as may be ia 
hazard of overcoming his fenfe of duty. 
The approbation of men he may wifh to 
obtain, as far as is confiftent with the ap- 
probation of God. But when both cannot 
be enjoyed together, there ought to be no 
fufpenfe. He is to retire contented with 
the teftimony of a good confcience ; and to 

fhowj^ 
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fliow, by the firmnefs of his behaviour, that, 
in tlie caufe of truth and virtue, he is fupe- 
rior to all opinion. — Let us now proceed to 
confider the arguments which fliould fup- 
port fuch a fpirit, and guard us againft the 
improper influence of praife or cenfure ia 
the courfe of our duty. 

In the firft place, the praife of men is 
not an obje£t of fuch value in itfelf as 
to be entitled to become the leading princi- 
ple of conduft. We degrade our charac- 
ter when we allow it more than fubordinate 
regard. Like other worldly goods, it is 
apt to dazzle us with a falfe ^luftre ; but if 
we would afcertain its true worth, let us 
tefle£t both on whom it is beftowed, and 
from whom it proceeds. Were the applaufe 
of the world always the reward' of merit ; 
were it appropriated to fuch alone as by real 
abilities, or by worthy adions, are entitled 
to rife above the crowd, we might juftly 
be flattered by pofl^elTmg a rare and valuable 
diftindion. But how far is this from be- 
ing the cafe in fad ? How often have the 

defpicable 
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defpicable and the vile, by dexteroufly 
catching the favour of the multitude, foared 
Tiipon the wings of popular applaufe, while 
the virtuous and the del'erting have been 
either buried in oblburity, or obliged to 
encounter the attacks of Imjuft reproach \ 
The laurels which human praife confers, are 
withered and blafted by the unworthinefa 
of thofe who wear them. Let the maa 
who is vain of public favour be humbled by 
the refledion that, in the midft of his fuc- 
cefs, he is mingled with a crowd of impof- 
tors and deceivers, of hypocrites and en- 
thufiafts, of ignorant pretenders and fuper- 
ficial reafonera, who, by various arts, have 
attained as high a rank as himfelf in tem- 
porary fame. 

We may cafily be fatisfied that applaufe* 
will be often fhared by the undeferving, if 
we allow ourfelves to confider /rom whom 
it proceeds. When it is the approbation of 
the wife only and the good which is pur- 
fued, the love of praife may then be ac- 
counted to contain itfelf within juft bounds^ 
and to run in its proper channel. But the? 

teftimony 
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S M. teftimony of the difcerning few, modeft and 
unaflTuming as they commonly are, forms 
but a fmall part of the public voice. It fel- 
dom amounts to more than a whifper, which 
amidft the general clamour is drowned* 
"When the love of praife has taken poffelEoa 
of the mind, it confines not itfelf to an ob- 
jeft fo limited. It grows into an appetite 
for indifcriminate praife. And who are 
they that confer this praife ? A mixed mul- 
titude of men, who in their whole conduct 
are guided by humour and caprice, far more 
than by reafon ; who admire falfe appear- 
ances, and purfue falfe gods ; who inquire 
fuperficially, and judge rafhly ; whofe fenti- 
ments are for the moft part erroneous, always 
changeable, and often inconfiftent. Nor 
let any one imagine, that by looking above 
the crowd, aild courting the praife of the 
fafliionable imd the great, he makes fure of 
true honour. There are a great vulgar, as 
well as a fmall. Rank often makes no dif- 
ference in the underftandings of men, or in 
theirjudiciousdiftributionof praife. Luxury, 
pride^ and vaiuty, have frequently as much 

influence 
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influence in corrupting the fentiments of SEJ^M. 
the great, as ^ignorance, bigotry, and pre- 
judice, have in mifleading the opinions of 
the crowd. — ^And is it to luch judges as 
thefe that you fubmit the fupreme diredtion 
of your conduft? Do you ftoop to court 
their favour as your chief diftinftion, when 
an obje£t of fo much jufter and higher am- 
bition is prefented to you in the pratfe of 
Ood ? God is the only unerring Judge of 
what is excellent. His approbation alone 
is the fubflance, all other praife is but the 
ihadow, of honour. The character which 
you bear in his fight is your only real one. 
How contemptible does it render you to be 
indifferent with refped to this, and to be 
folicitous about a name alone, a fiditious, 
imaginary charader, which has no exift- 
ence except in the opinions of a few weak 
and credulous men around you ? They fee 
no farther than the outfide of things. They 
can judge of you by adions only; and not 
by the comprehenfive view of all your ac- 
tions, but by fuch merely as you have had 
opportunity of bringing forth to public no- 
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tice. But the Sovereign of the world be- 
holds you in every light in which you can 
be placed. The filent virtues of a generous 
purpofe and a pious heart, attract his notice 
equally with the moft fplendid deeds. From 
him you may reap the praife of good aflions 
which you had no opportunity of perform- 
ing. For he fees them in their principle ; 
he judges of you by your intentions; he 
knows what you would have done. You 
may be in his eyes a hero or a martyr, 
without undergoing the labours of the one, 
of the fufFerings of the other. His infpec- 
tion, therefore, opens a much wider field 
for praife, than what the world can afford 
you ; and for praife, too, certainly far more 
illuftrious in the eye of reafon. Every real 
artift ftudies to approve himfclf to fuch as 
are. knowing in his art. To their judgment 
he appeals. On their approbation, he refts 
his charadter, and not on the praife of the 
unfkilled and rude. In the higheft art of 
all, that of life and conduft, fhall the opi- 
nions of ignorant men come into the moft 
diftant competition with his approbation 

who 
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who is the fearcher of all hearts, and the S E R M. 

. VI. 
ilandard of all perfedion ? — The teftimony v.— 

of his praife is not indeed, as yet, openly 
beftowed. But though the voice of the Al- 
mighty found not in your ears, yet by con- 
fcience, his facred vicegerent, it is capable 
of being conveyed to your heart- (^The 
fofteft whifper of divine approbation is 
fweeter to the foul of a virtuous man, than 
the loudeft fliouts of that tumultuary ap- 
plaufe which proceeds from the worldj 

Confider, farther, how narrow and cir- 
cumfcribed in its limits that fame is which 
the vain-glorious man fo eagerly puffues. 
In order to fliew him this, I lhall not bid 
him refledt that it is confined to a fmall 
diftridt of the earth ; and that when he looks 
a little beyond the region which he inhabits, 
he will find himfelf as much unknown as 
the moft obfcure perfon around him. I 
fliall not defire him to confider, that in the 
gulph of oblivion, where all human me- 
morials are fwallowed up, his name and 
fame muft foon be inevitably loft. He may 
imagine that ample honours remain to gra- 

VoL. II. M tify 
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tify ambition, though his reputation extend 
not oyer the whole globe, nor laft till the 
end of time. But let him calmly refled, 
that within the narrow boundaries of that 
country to which he belongs, and during 
that fmall portion of time which his life fills 
up, his reputation, great as he may fancy 
it to be, occupies no more than an incon- 
fiderable corner. Let him think what mul- 
titudes of thofe among whom he dwells are 
totally ignorant of his name and character ; 
' how many imagine themfelves too import- 
ant to regard him ; how many are too much 
occupied with their own wants and purfuits 
to pay him the leaft attention; and w&ere 
his reputation is in any degree Ipread, bow 
often it has been attacked, and bow many 
rivals are daily rifmg to abate it : Having 
attended to thefe circumftances, he will find 
fufficient materials for humiliation in the 

midft of the higheft applaufe. From all 

thefe confiderations it clearly appears, that 
though die efteem of our fellow-creatures 
be pleafmg, and the purfuit of it, in a mo- 
derate degree, be fair and lawful, yet that 

it 
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it affords no fuch obje£t to defire as entitles 
k to be a ruling principle* 

In the fecond place, an exceffive love of 
praife never fails to undermine the regard 
due to confcience, and to corrupt the heart- 
It turns off the eye of the mind from the 
ends which it ought chiefly to keep in view; 
and fets up a falfe light , for its guide. Its 
influence is the more dangerous, as the co-* 
lour which it affumes is often fair ; and its 
garb and appearance are nearly alfied to 
that of virtue. The love of glory, I before 
admitted, may give birth to adlions which 
are both fplendid and ufeful. At a diftance 
they ftrike the eye with uncommon bright- 
nefs ; but on a nearer and ttridter furvey^ 
their luftre is often tarnifhed. They ara 
found to want that facred and venerable dig- 
nity which charadkerifes true virtue. Littlef 
paflfiions and felfifh interefts entered into thoi 
motives of thofe who performed them. They 
were jealous of a competitor. They fought 
to humble a rival. They looked round for 
fpe£tators to admire them. All is magna- 
M 2 mmity. 
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nimity, generofity, and courage, to public 
view. But the ignoble fource whence thefe 
feemlng virtues take their rife is hidden. 
Without, appears the hero; within, is found 
the man of duft and clay. Confult fuch as 
have been intimately connedled with the 
followers of renown ; and feldom of never 
will you find that they held them in the 
fame efteem with thofe who viewed them 
from afar. There is nothing, except fim- 
plicity of intention, and purity of principle, 
that can ftand the teft of near approach and 
ftrid: examination. 

But fuppofing the virtue of vain-glorious 
men not to be always falfe, it certainly can- 
not be depended upon as firm or fure. Con- 
llancy and fteadinefs are to be looked for 
from him only whofe condud: is regulated 
by a fenfe of what is right ; wbofe pratfe is 
not of men J but of God; whofe motive to dif- 
charge his duty is always the fame. Change, 
as much as you pleafe, the fituation of fuch 
a man ; let applaufe or let cenfure be his 
lot ; let the public voice, which this day has 
extolled him, to-morrow as loudly decry 
8 . him; 
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him; on the teiiour of his behaviour thefe SERM. 
changes produce no efFedt. He moves in a 
higher fphere. As the fun in his orbit is 
not interrupted by the mifts and ftorms of 
\- the atmofphere below, fo, regardlefs of the 
' ♦ opinions of men, through honour and dif^ 
honour^ through good report and bad report ^ 
he purfues the path which confcience has 
marked out. Whereas the apparent virtues 
of that man whofe eye is fixed on the world, 
are precarious and temporary. Supported 
only by circumftances, occafions, and par- 
ticular regards, they fluctuate and fall with 
thefe* Excit€i by public admiration, they ^ 
difappear when it is withdrawn ; like thofe J 
exhalations which, raifed by heat from the 
earth, glitter in the air with momentary 
fplendour, and then fall back to the ground 
from whence they fprung, 
V The intemperate love of praife not only 
% weakens the true principles of probity, by 
f': fubftituting inferior motives in their ftead, 
but frequently alfo impels men to aftions 
which are diredtly criminal. It obliges them 
to follow the current of popular opinion 
M 3 whither^ 
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? ER whitherfoever it may carry them ; and hence 
- Jr^' Jhipwreck is often made both of faith and of 
ft good confcicnce. According as circum- 
ftances lead them to court the acclamations 
of the multitude, or to purfue the applaufc 
of the great, vices of different kinds will 
ftain their chaf ader. / In one fituation they 
will make hypocritical profeflions of reli- 
gion. In another, they will be afhamed of 
their Redeemer, and of his words. They 
will be afraid to appear in their own form, 
or to utter their genuine fentiments. Their 
whole character will become fidiitious ; opi-? 
nions will be affumed, fpeech and behaviour 
modelled, and even the countenance formed, 
as prevailing tafte exads. From one who 
has fubmitted to fuch proftitution for the 
fake of praife, you can no longer expeft 
fidelity or attachment on any trying occa- 
fion. In private life, he will be a timorous 
and treacherous friend. In public conduft, 
he will be fupple and verfatile ; ready to de- 
fert the caufe which he had efpoufed, and 
to veer with every fliifting wind of popular 
favour. In fine, all becomes unfound andl 
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hoilow in that heart, where, inftead of re- ^ 
gard to the divine approbation, there reigns w 
the fovereign defire of pleafing men, ' 

In the third place, this paffion, when It 
becomes predominant, moft commonly de- 
feats its own end, and deprives men of the 
honour which they are fo eager to gain. 
Without preferring liberty and independ- 
ence, we can never command relpedl. 
That fervility of fpirit which fubjeds us to 
the opinions of others, and renders us tri* 
butaries to the world for the fake of ap- 
plaufe, is what all mankind defpife. They 
look up with reverence to one who, un- 
awed by their cenfures, ads according tQ 
his own fenfe of things, and follows the free 
impulfe of an honourable mind. But him 
who hangs totally on their judgment, they 
confider as their vaflal. They even enjoy 
a malignant pleafure in humbling his vanity, 
and withholding that praife which he is feen 
to court. By artifice and fliow he may 
ftiine for a time in the pubjic eye ; but it is 
pnly as long as he can fupport the belief of 
ivi 4 adin§ 
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M. ading from principle. When the incon* 
^ fiftencies into which he falls dete£t his cha- 
rader, his reputation palFes away like the 
pageant of a day. No man ever obtained 
lafting fame who did not, on feveral occa- 
fions, contradid the prejudices of popular 
opinion. 

There is no courfe of behaviour which 
will at all times pleafe all men. That which 
pleafes moft generally, and which only 
commands durable praife, is religion and 
virtue. Sincere piety tov/ards God, kind 
afFedtion to men, and fidelity in the dif-?- 
charge of all the duties of life ; a confcienqe 
pure and undefiled ; a heart firm to jufticc 
and to truth, fuperiour to all terrours that 
would fhake, and infenfible of all pleafures 
that would betray it; unconquerable by the 
oppofition of the world, and refigned to 
1 God alone; thefe are the qualities which 
render a man truly refpediable and great, 
1 3uch a character may, in evil times, incur 
j unjuft reproach. But the clouds which envy 
( or prejudice has gathered around it will gra-^ 
^ dually difperfe; and its brightnefs will come 

forth, 



Digitized by 



On the Ijove of Fraife.^ 169 

forth, in the end, as the noon day. As ^ m. 
foon as it is thoroughly known, it finds a y j* 
witnefs in every breaft. / It forces appro- \ 
bation even from the moft degenerate. The . 
human heart is fo formed as to be attuned, ' 
if we may life the expreffion, to its praife. 
In fad, it is this firm and inflexible virtue, j 
this determined regard to principle beyond 
all opinion, which has crowned the charac- 
ters of fuch as now ftand higheft in the rolls .1 , 
of lafting fame. The truly illuftrious are 
they who did not court the praife of the I 
world, but who performed the anions which 
deferved it. They were perhaps traduced, ( 
in their lifetime, by thofe whom tjjiey op- 
pofed. But pofterity has done them ample j 
juftice ; and they are the men whom the ^ 
voice of ages now concurs in celebrating. | 
Tbe memorial of virtue is immortal; becaufe 
it is approved of God and of man. When it 
is prefent^ men take example at it ; and when 
it is gone ^ theydejire it. It wearetb a crown ^ 
and triumpbeth for ever; having gotten th^ 
viSlory ; Jiriving for undefled rewards *. / 

* Wifdom of Solomon, iv, z. 
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SERM. In the fourth place, as an immoderate 
^ ' i pailion for human praife is dangerous to 
virtue, and unfavourable to true honour, fo 
it is deftriidive of felf-enjoyment and. in- 
ward peace. Regard to the praife of God 
prefcribes a (imple and conHftent tenour of 
condu£t, which in all fituations is the fame; 
which engages us in no perplexities, and 
requires no artful refinement. Walking 
uprightly^ we walk furely^ becaufe we tread 
an even and open path. But he who turns 
afide from the ftraight road of duty in order 
to gain applaufe, involves himfelf in an in- 
tricate labyrinth. He will be often embar- 
rafled concerning the courfe which he ought 
to hold. His mind will be always on the 
ftretch. He will be obliged to liften with 
anxious attention to every whifper of the 
popular voice. The demands of thofe ma- 
ilers whom he has fubmitted to ferve, will 
. • prove frequently coutradidory and incon- 
iiflent. He has prepared a yoke for his 
neck which he mufl refolve to bear, how 
much foever it may gall him. 

4 The 
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The toils of virtue are honourable. The S E R M. 

VI. 

mind is fupported under them by the con- . J 
Icioufneft of ading a right and becoming 
part. But the labours to which he is doom- 
-ed who is enflaved to the defire of praife, 
aire aggravated by reflexion both on the un- 
certainty of the recompence which he pur- 
fues, and on the debafement to which he 
lubmits, Confcience will, from time to 
time, remind him of the improper facrifices 
which he has made, and of the forfeiture 
which he has incurred, of the praife of God 
for the fake of praife from men. Suppofe 
him to receive all the rewards which the 
miftaken opinion of the World can beftow, 
its loudeft applaufe will often be unable to 
drown the upbraidings of an inward voice i 
and if a man is reduced to be afhamed of 
himfelf, what avails it him to be careflTed 
by others ?^ 

But, in truth, the reward towards which 
he looks who propofes human praife as his 
ultimate objed, will be always flying, like 
a ifaadow before him. So capricious and 
uncertain, fo fickle and mutable is the 
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SERM. vour of the multitude, that it proves the 
, i moft unfatisfa<3:ory of all purfuits in which 
men can be engaged. He who fets his 
heart on it, is preparing for himfelf perpe- 
tual mortificationfi. If the greateft and beft 
can feldom retain it long, we may eafily 
believe that from the vain and undeferving 
it will fuddenly efcape. There is no cha- 
racter but what on fome fide is vulnerable 
by cenfui^e. He who lifts himfelf up to the 
obfervation and notice of the world, is, of 
all men, the leaft likely to avoid it. For 
he draws upon himfelf a thoufaud eyes that 
will narrowly infpeft him in every patt. 
Every opportunity will be watched of bring- 
ing him down to the common level. His 
j crrours will be more divulged, and his in- 
' firmities more magnified, than thofe of 
others. In proportion to his eagemefs for 
praife will be his fenfibility to reproach. 
Ndr is it reproach alone that will wound 
him. He will be as much dejeSed by 
filence and negle<St. He puts himfelf under 
the power of every one to humble him, 
by with-holdiug expedbed praife. Even 

whea 
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when praife is beftowed, he is mortified by S »«. 
its being either faint or trite. He pines wyi^^j 
when his reputation ftagnates. The degree 
of applaufe to which he has been accuftom- 
ed grows infipid ; and to be always praifed 
from the fame topics, becomes at laft much 
the fame with not being praifed at all. 
/ All thefe chagrins and difquietudes are 
' happily avoided by him who keeps fo trou- 
blefome a paffion within its due bounds; 
who i^ more defirous of being truly worthy 
than of being thought fo ; who purfues the 
praife of the world with manly temperance, 
and in fubordination to the praife of God. 
He is neither maSe giddy by the intoxicat- 
ing vapour of applaufe, nor humbled and 
call down by the unmerited attacks of cen- 
fure. Refting on a higher approbation, he 
enjoys himfelf in peace, whether human 
praife ftays with him, or flies away. With 
me it is a fmall thing to be judged of youj or 
of mans judgment. He that judgeth me is 
the Lord. My witnefs is in Heaven j and my 
record is on high. - 

In 
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S^RM. In the fifth and laft place, the advan- 
% y ^ tages which redound from the praife of men, 
arp not fuch as can bear to be put in com- 
petition with thofe which flow from the 
praife of God, The former are necefTarily 
confined within the verge of our prefent 
exiftence. The latter follow us beyond 
the grave, and extend through all eternity. 
Not only is the praife of men limited in its 
efFeiSs to this life, but alfo to particular fitua- 
tions of it. In the days of health and eafe 
it may brighten the funftiine of profperity. 
It may then footh the ear with pleafmg ac- 
cents, and gratify the imagination with fan- 
cied triumphs. But when the diftrefsful 
feafons of life arrive, it will be found alto-^ 
gether hollow, and unfubftantial : Andfure- 
If, the value of any poffefllon is to be chiefly 
eftimated by the relief which it can bring 
us in the time of our greatefl: need. When 
the mind is cafl: down with forrow and 
grief, when ficknefs fpreads its gloom 
around us, or death rifes in awful profpedt 
to our view, the opinions and the dif- 
-courfes of the world will appear trifling and. 

infig- 
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with nearer and more aflfefting interefts, 
the praife or the cenfure of the world will 
feem like the noife of diftant voices, in 
which he has fmall concern. But then is 
the feafon when the praife of God fupports 
and upholds the labouring fouL Brought 
home to the heart by the teftimony of a 
good confcience, and by the divine Spirit 
bearing witnefs with our fpirits^ it infpires 
fortitude, and produces a peace wbicb pajfetb 
underjlanding. 

At prefent we behold an irregular and 
difordered ftate of things. Virtue is often 
deprived of its proper honours, and vice 
ufurps them in its ftead. The charaders of 
men are miftaken ; and ignorance and folly , 
diljpofe of human applaufe. But the day 
haftens apace which fhall clofe this fcene of 
crrours, arid vindicate the rights of juftice 
and truth. Then Jball be rendered to every 
man according to bis works. Envy fhall no 
longer have the power of obfcuring merit, 
Hor popular prejudices be able to fupport 
the undeferving. Hidden worth fhall be 

brought 
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tyrought to light, and fecret crimes reveale(t 
Many who pafled through the world in thtf 
filent obfcurity of humble, but fl:eady good- 
nefs, {hall be diftinguifhed as the favourites^ 
kA Heaven j while the proud, the ambitious^ 
and the Vain, are left to everlafting difho- 
nour. The great Judge hath declared, that 
wbofoever has been ajhamed of blm and of bh 
words ^ of tbat man fjall be be afhamed wben 
he cometb In tbe glory of bh Fatber^ with all 
the boly angels. Every departure from duty 
fhall, at the period of fipal diftribution, ter- 
minate in ignominy. True honour and true 
virtue fliall be feen to coincide j and when 
all human, fame has pafled away like fmoke, 
the only praife which fhall be for ever re- 
membered is that divine teftimony, Well 
done^ tbou good and faithful fervant ; enter 
tbou into the joy of thy Lord. 

' These arguments clearly {how the im-' 
portance of preferving the love of praife 
under proper fubordination to the principle 
of duty. In itfelf, it is an ufeful motive to 
adion J but when allowed to extend its 

influence 
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infiuerice tod far, it corrupts the whole SSJ^^* 
charadeTy and produces guilt, difgrace, and ^^^mjm^ 
mifcry. To be entirely deftitute of it^ is a 
defed. To be governed by it, is depravity* 
The proper adjuftment of the fevcral prin- 
ciples of adlion in huihan niture, is a matter 
that deferves our higheft attention. For 
when any one of them becomes either too 
Weak 6t too ftrong, it endangers both our 
virtue and our happinefs. Keep thy Utart 
therefore with All diligence; pray that God 
would enable thee to keep it with fuccefs; 
/or out of the heart are the ijfues of life. 
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SERMON VII. 
On the proper EsTiMATE.ofHuMAN Life. 



ECCLESIASTES, xii. 8. 

Vanity of vanities^ faith the preacbet^ all is 
vanity. 

NO ferious maxim has been more ge- 
nerally adopted than that of the text. 
In every age, the vanity of human life has 
been the theme of declamation, and the fub- 
. je£k of complaint. It is a conclufion in which 
men of all charadters and ranks, the high 
and the low, the young and the old, the 
religious and the worldly, have more fre- 
quently concurred than in any other. But 
how juft foever the conclufion may be, the 
preraifes which lead to it are often •falfe. 

For 
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For it is prompted by various motives, and S F R M. 
derived from very different views of things. i_ ^ ^ 
Sometimes the language of the text is af^ 
fumed by a fceptic who cavils at Providence, 
and cenfures the conftitution of the world. 
Sometimes it is the complaint of a peevifli 
man, who is difcontented with his ftation, 
and rufHed by the difappointment of unrea- 
fonable hopes. Sometimes it is the ftyle of 
the licentious, when groaning under miferies 
in which their vices have involved them. 
Invedtives againft the vanity of the world 
which come from any of thefe quarters de- 
ferve no regard ; as they are the didiates of 
impiety, of fpleen, or of folly. The only 
cafe in which the fentiment of the text 
claims our attention, is, when uttered, not 
as an afperfion on Providence, or a reflec- 
tion on human affairs in general ; not as the 
language of private difcontent, or the refult 
of guilty fufferings ; but as the fober con- 
clufion of a wife and good man, concerning 
the imperfedlion of that happinefs which 
reils folely on worldly pleafures. Thefe, in 
their faireft form, are not what they feem to 
N 2 be. 
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^ vn^' be. They never bertow that complete fa- 
I tisfaftion which they promife ; and therefore 

he who looks to nothing beyond them fhall 
have frequent caufe to deplore their vanity. 

Nothing is of higher importance to us, as 
men and as Chriftians, than to form a proper 
eftimate of human life, without either load- 
ing it with imaginary evils, pr expedling 
from it greater advantages than it is able to 
yield. It fhall be my bufmefs, ther^fore^ 
in this Difcourfc, to diftinguifli a juft and 
religious fenfe of the Vanity of the world, 
from the unreafonable complaints of it which 
we often hear. I (hall endeavour, I. To 
fhew in what ferife it is true that all earthly 
pleafures are vanity. If. To inquire, how 
this vanity of the woild can be reconciled 
with the perfedions of its great Author. 
III. To examine, whethef there are^ not 
fome real and folid enjoyments in human 
life which fall not under this general charge 
of vanity. And, IV. To point out the pro- 
per improvement to be made of fuch a ftate 
as the life of man (hall appear on the whole 
to be. 

L I AM 
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1. I AM to fhew in what fenfe it is true ^^^^^^ 
that all human pleafures are vanity. This . u- -y- .i. 
is a topic which might be embelliflied with 
the pomp of much defcription. But I fliall 
ftudioufly avoid exaggeration, and only 
point out a threefold vanity in human life, 
which every impartial obferver cannot but 
admit ; difappointment in purfuit, diflatif- 
fadion in enjoyment, uncertainty in pof^ 
feflion. 

Firft, difappointment in purfuit. When 
we look around us on the world, we every 
where behold a bufy multitude, intent ox\ 
the profecution of various defigns which 
their wants or defires have fuggefted. We 
behold them employing every method which 
ingenuity can devife, fome the patience of 
Induftry, fome the boldnefs of enterprife, 
others the dexterity of ftratagem, i,n order 
to compafs their ends. Of this inceffknt ftir 
and adtivity, what is the fruit \ In conipa-n 
rifon of the crowd who have toiled in vain, 
,how fmall is the number of the fuccefsful ? 
Or rather, where is the man who will de- 
clare, that in every point he has Completed 

N 3 his I 
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his plan, and attained his utmoft wifli ? No 
extent of human abilities has been able to 
difcover a path which, in any line of life, 
leads unerringly to fuccefs. The race is not 
always to the fwtft^ nor the battle to the Jirong^ 
nor riches to men of under/ianding. We may 
form our plans with the raoft profound fa- 
gacity, and with the moft vigilant caution 
may guard againft dangers on every fide. 
But fome unforefeen occurrence comes 
acrofs, which baffles our wifdom, and lays 
our labours in the duft. 

Were fuch difappointments confined to 
thofe who afpire at engroffing the higher 
departments of life, the misfortune would be 
lefs. The humiliation of the mighty, and 
the fall of ambition from its towering height, 
little concern the bulk of mankind. Thefe 
are objects on which, as on diftant meteors,, 
they gaze from afar, without drawing per- 
fonai inftruftion from events fo much above 
them. But, alas ! when we defcend into 
the regions of private life, we find difap- 
pointment and blafted hope equally preva* 
lent there. Neither the -moderation of our 

views, 
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cnfure fuccefs. But ^ime and chance happen 
to all. Againfl; the ftream of events both 
the worthy and the undeferving are obliged 
to ftruggle ; and both are frequently over- 
bom alike by the cufrent. 

Besides difappointment in purfuit, dif- 
fatisfadion in enjoyment is a farther vanity 
to which the human ftate is fubje£t. This 
is the fevereft of all mortifications, after 
having been fuccefsful in the purluit, to be 
baffled in the enjoyment itfelf. Yet this is 
found to be an evil ftill more general thaii 
the former. Some may be fo fortunate as 
to attain what they have purfued ; but none 
are rendered completely happy by what they 
have attained, Difappointed hope is mi- 
fery ; and yet fuccefsful hope is only im- 
perfedt blifs. Look through all the ranks of 
mankind. Examine the condition of thofe 
who appear moft profperous ; and you 
will find that they ate never juft what they 
defire to be. If retired, they languifh for 
aftion J if bufy, they complain of fatigue. 
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If in middle life^ they are impatient for dHU 
tindion ; if in high ftations, they figh after 
freedom and eafe, Something is ftill want- 
ing to that plenitude of fatisfadion which 
tliey expeded to acquire. Together with 
every wifli that is gratified, a new demand 
arifes. One void opens in the heart, as 
another is filled. On wiflics, wiflies grow; 
and to the end, it is rather the expedation 
pf what they have not, than the 'er\joyn\ent 
of what they have, which occupies ai^d in-r 
terefts the mod fuccel^iiL 

This diflatisfadion, in the midft of hu- 
man pleafure, fprings partly from the nature 
of our cnjoyfnents themfelves, zxtA partly 
from circumftanccs virhich corrupt them, 
No worldly enjoyments are adequate to the 
high defircs and powers of an immortal 
fpirit. Fancy paint$ them at ^ (pittance with 
fplendid colours j hut pofleffion unveils the 
fallacy. The eagerncfs of paflion bellows 
upon them at firft a brifk and lively r^lilh. 
But it is their fate ^ways to pall by fami- 
liarity, and fpmetimes to pafs from fatiety 
into difguft. Happy would the poor ma^ 

think 
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think himfelf if he could enter on all the ^ jj*^* 
treafures of the rich ; and happy for a ihort 
while he might be: But before he had long 
contemplated and admired his ftate, his pof- 
feffions would fecm to leffen, and his cares 
wouldgrow. 

Add to the unfatisfying nature of our 
pleafurcs, the attending circumftanccs which 
never fail to corrupt thenu For, fucli as 
they are, they are at no time pofleffed un- 
mixed. To human lips it is not given to 
tafte the cup of pur£ joy. When external 
circumftances £how faireft to the world, the 
envied man groans in private under his own 
burden. Some vexation difquiets, fome paf- 
fion corrodes him fome diftrefs, cither felt 
or feared, gnaws, like a worm, the root of 
his felicity. When there is nothing from 
without to difturb the profperous, a fecret 
poifon operates within; For worldly hap- 
pinefs ever tends to deftroy itfclf, by cor- 
rupting the heart. It fofters the loofe and the 
violent pafEons. It engenders noxious habits ; 
5ind taints the mind with falfe delicacy, 
^hicb makes it feel a thoufand unreal evils. 

But 
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SER M. But put the cafe in the moft favourable 
» ^ V ' light. Liy afide from human pleafures 
both difappointment in purfuit, and deceit- 
ftilncfs in enjoyment ; fuppofe them to be 
fully attainable, and completely fatisfa^lory ; 
ftill there remains to be confidered the va- 
nity of uncertain poffeffion and fhort dura- 
tion. Were there in worldly things any 
fixed point of fecurity which we could gain, 
the mind would then have fome bafis on 
which to reft. But our condition is fuch, 
that every thing wavers and totters around 
us. Boaji not tbyfdf of to-morrow ; for 
tbou knoweji not what a day may bring forth. 
It is much if, during its courfe, thou he^ireft 
not of fomewhat to difquiet or alarm thee. 
For life never proceeds long in an uniform 
train. It is continually varied by .unex- 
pected events. The feeds of alteration are 
every where fown; and the funfliine of 
profperity commonly accelerates their 
growth. If your enjoyments be numerous, 
you He more open on different fides to be 
wounded. If you have pofTelfed them long, 
you have greater caufe to dread an ap- 
proaching 
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evil* It requires no preparation to bring 
it forward. The edifice which it coft much 
time and labour to ere^i, one inaufpicious 
event, one fudden blow, can level with the 
duft. Even fuppofing the accidents of life 
to leave us untouched, human blifs mufl: 
ffiU be tranfitory ; for man changes of him^ 
felf No courfe of enjoyment can delight 
us long. What amufed our youth lofes its 
charm in maturer age. As years advance, 
our powers are blunted, and our ple.afurable 
feelings decline. The filent lapfe of time 
is ever carrying fomewhat from us, till at 
length the period comes when all muft be 
fwept away. The profpefl; of this termina- 
tion of our labours and purfuits is fufficient 
to mark our ftate with vanity. Our days 
are a band^breadtb^ and our age is as no^ 
thing. Within that little fpace is all our 
enterprife bounded. We crowd it with 
toils and cares, with contention and ftrife, 
We.projedt great defigns, entertain high 
hopes, and then leave our plans unfiniflied^ 
and finjk into dUyion. 
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This much let it fufficc to have faid con- 
cerning the vanity of the world. That too 
much has not been faid, mud appear to 
every one who confiders how generally 
mankind lean to the oppofite fide ; and how 
often, by undue attachment to the prefent 
ftate, they both feed, the moft fmful paffions, 
and pierce tbemf elves through with many for-- 
rows. Let us proceed to enquire, 

II. How this vanity of the world can be 
reconciled with the perfections of its divine 
Author, This enquiry involves that great 
difBculty which has perplexed the thought- 
ful and ferious in every age ; If God be 
good, whence the evil that fills the earth? 
In anfwer to this interefting queftion, let us 
obferve. 

In the firft place, that the prefent con- 
diti()n of man was not his original or primary 
ftate* We are informed by divine revela- 
tion, that it is the confequence of his volun- 
tary apoftacy from God arid a ftate of inno- 
cence. By this^ his niature was corrupted ; 
his powers were enfeebled j and vanity and 
3 vexation 
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vc3tatioa intiioduced into his life. All na- S 
ture became involved in the condemnation t_. ^r..^/ 
of man* The earth Was curfed upon his 
account, and the vsrhole creation made to 
groan and travail in pahu 

How myfteriou* foever the account of 
this fall may appear to us, many circum-* 
ftances concur to authenticate the fad, and 
to {how that human nature and the human 
ftate have undergone an unhappy change. 
The belief of this has obtained in almoft all 
nations and religions. It can be traced 
through all the fables of antiquity. An ob- 
fcure tradition appears to have pervaded 
the whole earth, that man is not now what 
he was at firft ; but that, in confequence of 
fome tranfgreffion againft his great Lord, 
a ftate of degradation and exile fucceeded 
to a condition that was more flouriihing and 
happy> As our nature carries plain marks 
of perverfion and ^ diforder, fo the world 
v^rhich we inhabit bears the fymptoms of 
having been convulfed in all its frame. 
Naturalifts point out to us every where the 
traces of fome violent change which it has 

fuficred. 
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^ vn^* fufFered. Iliads torn from tfce continent, 
U i-y-^ burning mountains, fhattered precipices-, un- 
inhabitable waftes, give it all the appearance 
of a mighty ruin. The phyfical and moral 
ftate of man in this world mutually fym- 
pathize and correfpond. - They indicate not 
a regular and orderly ftru£ture either of 
matter or of mind, but the remains of fome- 
what that once was more fair and magnifi- 
cent. Let us obferve, 

In the fecond place, that as this was not 
the original, fo it is not intended to be the 
final ftate of man. Though in confe-* 
quence of the abufe of the human powers, 
fin and vanity were introduced into this re- 
gion of the univerfe, it was not the purpofe 
of the Creator that they fhould be permitted 
to reign for ever. He hath made ample 
provifion for the recovery of the penitent 
and faithful part of his fubjedts, by the 
merciful undertaking of that great reftorer 
of the world, our Lord Jefus Chrift. By 
him life and immortality were both pur- 
chafed and brought to light. The new hea-^ 

vens 
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vtns and the pew earth are difcovercd, where^ 5 v u^* 
in dwelletb rlgbteoujnefs ; where, through Km^^m.^.s 
the divine grace, human nature fliall regain 
its original honours^ and man fhall return to 
be what once he was in Paradife. Through 
thofe high difcoverics of the Gofpel, this 
life appears to good men only in the light , 
of an intermediate and preparatory ftate* 
Its vanity and mifery, in a manner, difap- 
pcar. They have every reafbn to fubmit 
without complaint to its laws, and to wait 
in patience till the . appointed time come 
for the rejiitution of all things. Let us take 
notice, 

In the third place, that a future ftate 
being made known, we can account in a 
iatisfying manner for the prefent diftrefs of 
human life, without the fmalleft impeach- 
ment of divine goodnefs. The fufFerings 
we here 'Undergo are converted into difci- 
pline and improvement. Through the 
bleffing of Heaven, good is extrafted from 
apparent evil ; and the very mifery which 
originated from fm^ is rendered the mean* 

of 
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SBRM* ofcorrefting fitiful paflions, and preparing 
' ^ us for felicity. There is much reafon to 
believe that creatures as imperfedl as we 
are, require fome fuch preliminary ftate of 
experience before they can recover the per- 
fection of their nature. It is in the midfl: 
of difappointments and trials that we leam 
the infuflficiency of temporal things to hap- 
pinefs, and are taught to feek it from God 
and Virtue- By thefc the violence of our 
paflions is tamed, and our minds are form- 
ed to fobricty and refledion. In the varie- 
ties of life, occafioned by the vicifEtude of 
worldly fortune, we are inured to habits 
both of the a£kive and the fufFering virtues. 
How much foever we complain of the va- 
nity of the world, fafts plainly fhow, that 
if its vanity were lefs, it could not ainf^^er 
the purpofe of falutary difcipline. Unfa- 
tisfadory as it is, its pleafures are ftill too 
apt to corrupt our hearts. How fatal then 
muft the confequenccs have been^ had it 
yielded us more complete enjoyment? If, 
with all its troubles, we are in danger of 
being too much attached to it, how entirely 

wouldi 
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Would it have feduced our affefkions, if tie S 
troubles had been mingled i/rith its plea« 
fUres ? 

Thcife bbfervatidns ferve in a gteat mea-* 
fUre to obviate the difficulties which arife 
from the apparent vanity of, the hunian 
ftate, by fhoWirig how, upon the Chriftiafl 
fyftera, that vanity may be reconciled with 
the infinite goodnefs of theSovefdigh of the 
XJniverfe. The prefeiit condition of man 
14 not that for which he vi^as originafcUy de- 
figned; it is not to be his final ftate; and 
during his paffage through the worlds the 
diftrefles which he Undergoes are tendered 
raeditinal and improving* After having 
taken this view of things^ the cloud which^ 
in the preceding part of the difcourfe, ap-» 
peared to fit fo thick upon human life, ht^ 
gins to be diffipated. We now perceive that 
man is not abandoned by his Creator. Wc 
difcern great and good dcfigns going on in 
his behalf. We are allowed to entertain 
))elter hopes; and are encouraged to en« 
quire^ a6i was propofed for the 

voL.lL a iiiA 
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Illd* Head of difeourfey Whether ther^ 
be not, in the prefent condition of humat^^ 
life, fome real and folid enjoyments which' 
come not und^ the general charge of vanitf 
of vanities^ The doftrine of the text ia to- 
be coaftdered as chiefly addrefled to worldly 
men. Them Solomon means to teach^, that 
alf expeftations of bUfs, which reft folely ovt 
earthly poffefELons and pleafures, fliall end 
in difappointment.. But furely he did not? 
intend to aflert^ that there is- no material: 
diflFerence in the purfuits of men, or that 
no real happinels of any kind coulii now be- 
attained by th^ virtuous* For befides the 
linanfwerable ©bjedion winch thfe- woul(E^ 
hfSfOt againil the divine: adminiftrati^n, it- 
would dtreftly contradidk what he eUewherer 
afifert9^,= that while Ged givetB Jhr^ travail tos 
the Jinner^ he givetb to the man that is good[ 
in bisjight^ wifdom^ and knowledge^ andjoy^. 
It may, it muft indeed' be admitted, *that} 
unmixed and complete happinefs is un- 
knowa on earth» No regulation of con-^ 
duft can altogether prevent paffion^ from^ 

• Ecclef. ii. 26* 
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difturbing our peaee, and misfortunes from ^ 
Wounding our heart. But after this con- 
ceffion is made, will it follow that there is 
ho objedl on earth which deferves our 
purfiiit, or that all enjoyment becomes 
tontcmptible which is not perfedJ:? Let 
us furvey our ftate with an impartial 
eye, and be juft to the various gifts ^ 
iHeaven. How vain foevcr this life, con- 
fidered in itfelf, may be, the comforts 
and hopes of religion are fufficient to give 
felidity to the enjoyments of the right- 
eous. In the exercife of good affedions, 
and the teftimony of an approving con- 
fcience ; in the fenfe of peace and recon- 
ciliation with God through the great Re- 
deemer of mankind ; in the firm confidence 
of being eonduded through all the trials of 
life by infinite wifdbm and goodnefs j and 
in the joyful profpedt of arriving in the end 
at immortal felicity, they pofTefs a happinefs 
which, defcending from a purer and more 
perfect region than this world, partakes 
not of its vanity. 

Befides the enjoyments peculiar to reli- 
gion, th«re are other pleafures of our pre- 
O a fent 
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feat ftate, which, though of an inferiotir 
order, muft not be overlooked in the efti- 
mate of human life. It is neceffary to call 
attention to thefe, in order to check that 
repining and unthankful fpirit to which 
man is always too prone. Some degree of 
importance muft be allowed to the com- 
f(w-ts of health, to the innocent gratifications^ 
oFfenfe, and to the entertainment afforded 
us by all the beautiful fcenes of nature ; 
fqme to the purfuit^ and atnufements of 
focial life ; and more to the internal enjoy- 
ments of thought and reflexion, and to the, 
plcafures of affe£tionate intercourfc with 
thofe whom we love. Thefe comforts are 
often held in top low eftimation, merely 
becaufe they are ordinary and commbn; 
although that be the circumftance which 
ought, in reafon, to enhance their value. 
They lie ope|p, in fome degree, to all ; ex- 
tend through every rank of life, and fill up 
agreeably many of thofe fpaces in our pre- 
fent exiftence, which are not occupied with 
higher objeds, or with ferious cares. 

We are in feveral refpeds unjuft to Pro- 
vidence in the computation of our pleafurea 
6 and 
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and our pains. We number the hours S E R M. 

. . VII. 
which are fpent in diftrefe or forrow ; but i_ ^ _/ 

we forget thofe which have pafled away, if 
not in high enjoyment, yet in the midft of 
thofe gentle fatisfadions and placid emo- 
tions which make life glide fmoothly along. 
We complain of the frequent difappoint- 
inents which we fuffer in our purfuits. But 
we recoUeit not, that it is in purfuit, more 
than in attainment, that our pleafure now 
confifts. In the prefent ftate of human na- 
ture, man derives more enjoyment from the 
exertion of his adive powers in the midft of 
toils and efforts, than he could receive from 
a ftill and uniform pofleffion of the obje£l 
wliich he ftrives to gain. The folace of the 
mind under all its labours, is hopej and 
there are few fituatibns which entirely ex^-' 
elude it. Forms of expeded b|ifa: are often 
gleaming upon us through a cloud, to re- 
vive and exhilarate the moft diftreffed. If 
pains be fcattered though all the conditions 
of life, fo alfo are pleafures. Happinefs, as 
far as life ^iffords it, can be engroffed by no 
l^ank of ia§n to the ^x?lqfioQ of the reft j on 
O 3 the 
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the contrary, it is often foi^nd where, at 
firft view, it would have beeti leaft exped- 
ed. When the human condition appear^ 
moft depreffed, the feelings of men^ through 
the gracious appointment pf Providence, 
adjuft themfelves wonderfully to their ftate, 
and enable them to extract fatisfaftion fron^ 
fources that are totally unknown to others. 
Were the- great body of men. fairly to com-^f 
pute the liours which they pafs in cafe, an4 
even with fome degree of pleafure^ they 
would be found far to exceed the number 
of thofe which ^re fpent in abfolute pai^ 
either of body or j^lnd.--^But in order tq 
make a ftill more accurati^ pdiqaatlon of 
the degree of fatisfadion which, in the midft 
of earthly vanity, man is permitcd to enjoy, 
the three following obfervations claim out 
attention : 

The firft is, that many of the evils whid^ 
pccafion our complaints of the world arq 
wholly imaginary. They derive their ex-^ 
iftence from fancy and humour, and chitd-* 
^fh fubjeftion to the opinion of ptherSf 

Th«! 
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The diftreis which they produce, I admit, S ^^^W- 
is real ; but its reality ari£es not from the u-^- jt 
xiature of things, but from that diforder of 
ima^aation which a £iiaH meafure re* 
fie&ion mi^t Tedtify* In proof of this we 
may obferve, that the perfons who live moft 
iimply, and follow the dictates of plain un- 
aduker ated nature, are moft exempted from 
this dafs evils, it is among the ^higher 
ranlcs of mankind that they chiefly abound ; 
where faotafiiic refinements, ficldy delicacy, 
iand eager emulation, open a thoufand 
tburces of vexation f^culiar to themfelves, 
Life caanot but prove vain to them who 
affeft a difrdifti of every pleafure tbat is , 
«iot b«h exquifite and new ; who meafure 
enjoyment, not by their ^wn feelings, but 
by the ftandard of fafiiion ; who think 
themfeives mlferabie if others do ^ ad- 
mire thdr ftate. It is not from want« or 
fi^ows that their complaints aiife ; but, 
though it may appear a paradox, from too 
9(nuch freedom from forrow and want ; from 
ihe languor of vacant life, and the irritation 
^c^pafiojtied by thofe ftagnating humours \ 
D 4 which ! 
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s E R M. which eafe and indulgence have bred within ; 
them. In their cafe, therefore, it is not the- 
vanity of the world, but the vanity of their 
minds, which is to be accufed. Fancy has 
raifed up the fpedlres which haunt them* 
Fancy has formed the cloud which hangs 
over their life. Did they allow the light 
of reafon to break forth, the fpedtres would . 
vanifh, and the cloud be difpelled. 

The fecond obfervation on this head is, 
that of thofe evils which may be called real, 
becaufe they owe not their exiftence to 
fancy, nor can be removed by redtifying 
opinion, a great proportion is brought upon 
us by our own mifcondud. Difeafes, po- 
verty, difappointment and fhame, are far 
from being, in every inftance, the unavoid'^ 
able doom of men. They arc much more 
frequently the oflfepring of their own mif- 
guided choice. Intemperance engenders 
difeafe, floth produces poverty, pride cre- 
ates di (appointments, and diflionefty expofes 
to fhame. The ungoverned paffions of men 
betray them into a thoiifand foUie^; their 

follies 
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foiliw into crimes ; and their crimes into * ^jj^* 
misfortunes. Yet nothing is more com^ u-i-v-^ 
men than for fuch as ha^ been the authors 
of \\it\T own mifery, to make loud com*- 
plaints of the hard fate of man, and to take 
revenge upon the human condition by ar- 
raigning its fuppofed vanity* The foolifh^ 
nefs of man frjl pervert eth bis way^ and then 
his heart frettefb againft the Lord. 

I do not, however, maintain, that it is 
within our power to be altogether free of 
thofe felf-procured evils. For perfedlion of 
any kind is beyond the reach of man. 
Where is the wifdom that never errs? 
Where the juft man that ofFendeth not? 
Neverthelefs, much is here left to ouir- 
felves ; and, imperfect as we are, the con- 
fequences of right or of wrong conduA 
make a wide difference in the happinefs of 
men. Experience every day Ihows that a 
ibund, a well-governed, and virtuous mind 
contributes greatly to fniooth the path of 
life ; and that wifdom excelleth folly as far 
as light excelleth darknefs. The way of the 
wicked is as darknefs ; tbay know not at what 

they 
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* Vtt**' fumble. But the rigbttoujhtfi of ifyp 
ferfeSl JhaU direS bis way ; and be tbaf 
walketb uprightly walhtb fur4y* 
tendency of the one is towards % plain aniJ 
fafe negioii« The courfe of th^e other leadis 
Itim amidft iaarcs and pkiecipioes^* 
one oceafionaHy naay, the other uttavoidr 
ably muft, incur i^uch trotible* Let us not 
then confdufid^ under oae geaeral charge^ 
thofe evils of the ^orld '^hi^^b belong to the 
lot of humanity, and thofe which^ thf ougH 
divine affiftanoe, a wile and good raajpi m^y^ 
in a great laeafuiie, efcap^ 

The diird obfervatlon which I make rt^ 
fpcfts thofe evils which are both rgaj and 
imavoidable j from which uieither F^^dom 
nor goodnef^ can procure our eas^iiiption? 
Under ithefe tMs comfort remains, that if 
they cannot be prevented^ there ate n>pan«, 
howcv^er^ by which they i^ay be mifch air 
kviatedf jReligion is the great principle 
^ which a^Sts^ under fuch circumftanccs, as the 
i:orre£tive of human vanity. It infpires 
fortitude, fopporj^ . patij«ice, and by its 

profpe£t$ 
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pml^eSs and promifes dartiB a cfaeering ray 
ynto the daiiceft fhade of human life. If it 
cannot &cure the yirtUQiis from difappolnt- 
' pient in their puifuits^ it forms them tp fuch 
fL temper, as renders their difapppintments 
more light and eafy than thbfe dF other inen# 
]£ it does not banifh diflatisfadion from 
^heir worldly pleafures, it confers fpiritual 
pleafuree in their ftead. If it enfures them 
pot the poffeflion of what they love, it filler 
nifiies con^foiJt under the lofs. As far as it 
eftablifhes a^'^CMteQl^d frame of mind, it 
fupplies the want of 2^11 that worldly men 
covet to poflpfst Compare the behaviour 
of the fenfi^al and corrupted with that of the 
iipright and holy^ when both arc feeling the 
pfEeds of human vanity, and the difference 
pf their (ituation will be mani&ft. Among 
\\it former you are likely to find a querulous 
^nd dejefted ; among the latter, a compofed 
and manly, fpirit. The lamentations of the 
one excite a mixture of pity and contempt^ 
while the dignity which the other maintain 
in diftrefs, commands refpedl. The fufferT 
jngs of the former fettle into a peevifh and 
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S E R M. fretful difpofitiori ; thofe of the latter foften 
- ^ ' - the temper, and improve the heart. Thcfe 
confequences extend fo far as to give ground 
for aflerting, that a good man enjoys more 
happinefs in the courfe of a feemingly un- 
profperous life, than a bad man does in the 
midft of affluence and luxury. What a 
confpicuous proof of this is afforded by the 
Apoftle Paul, who from the very depth of 
afflidlion could fend forth fuch a triumphant 
voice as proclaims the complete victory 
which he had gained over the evils of life ? 
I'roubled on every ftde^ yet not dijirejfed; 
perplexed^ but not in defpatr; perfecutedy but 
not forfaken ; cqft down^ but not dejiroyed. 
For though our outward man ptrtjh^ our in^ 
ward man is renewed^ day by day Such, 
though perhaps in an inferiour degree, will 
be the influence of a genuine religious prin-^- 
ciple upon all true Chriftians. It begins to 
perform that office to them here, which here- 
after it will more completely difcharge, of 
^'/^//arg^ away the tears from their eyes* 

* z Corinth, iv. 8, 9. 46. 
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Such, upon the whole, is the eftimate 
v^hich we are to form of human life. Much \^ ^ -\jt 
vanity will iilways belong to it ; though the 
degree of its vanity will depend, in a great 
meafure, on our own character and con- 
dudl. To the vicious, it prefents nothing 
but a continued fcene of difappointment and 
tiiflatisfaftion. To the good, it is a mixed 
Hate of things j where many real comforts 
may be enjoyed ; where many refources 
under trouble may be obtained ; but where 
trouble, in one form or other, is to be ex* 
ipeded as the lot of man. From this view 
of human Jife, 

The firft pradical conclulion which we 
are to draw is, that it highly concerns us 
not to be unreafonable in our expectations 
of worldly felicity. Let us. always remem- 
ber where we are ; from v^hat caufes the 
"human ftate has become lubjeft to depref- 
fion ; and upon what accounts it muft re- 
main under its prefent law. Such is the 
infatuation of felf-love, that though in the 
general dodrine of the vanity of the world 

all 
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SE R M. ail men agree, yet almoft every one flattcris 
. ^l^'_s hiiofelf that his own feafe is to be an excep-? 
tion from the common ruIeV He rcfts on 
expe£Utions which he thinkg cannot fail 
him ; and though the prefent be hot altoge- 
ther according to his wifti, yet with th^ 
confidence of certain hope he anticipates 
futurity* Hence the anguifli of difoppoint- 
merit fills the world ; and evils, which are 
of themfelves fufficiently fevere^ opprefs with 
double force the unprepared and unfiifped-' 
rng mind. Nothing thei*^fore is of greater 
confequence to our peace^ than to have 
always before our eyes fuch views of the 
world as fhall prevent our expecting more 
from it than it is deftined to afford* We 
^eflroy our joys by devouring them before-' 
hand with too eager expectation. We ruinf 
the happinefs of life when we attempts* 
taife it too high. A tolerable and comfort- 
able ftate is all that we can propofe to our- 
fclvee on earth. Peace and contentment, 
not blifs nor tranfport, is the full portion of 
man. Perfeft joy is refcrved for heaven* 

But 
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BoT whik we teprefs too fangulne Iiojpe* S E r m. 
formed upon human life, let us, in the fe- u 
coad place,, guard againft the other extieme^ 
of rqptnimg ai¥i difcontent. Enough ha» 
been already faid to flxew that, notwitt- 
ftandkig^ the vanity of the world, a confi-- . 
derkble degree of comfort is attainable in the 
prelcHt date. Let the recoUeftion of thi$ 
fcrve to reconcile us to our condition, and 
to check the arrogance of complaints and 
muribura. — What art thou, O fon of man X 
who having fprung but yefterday out of tha 
diift, dareft to lift up thy voice againft thy 
Maker, and to arra^n his providence, be* 
caufe all things are not ordered according 
to thy wifli? What title haft thou to fiad 
fault with the order of the univerfe, whofe 
. lot is fo much beyond what thy virtue or 
merit gave thee ground to claim ? \% it no* 
ihing to^ thee ta have been introduced intQ^ 
this magnificent world \ to have been ad- 
mitted as a fpe<f^ator of the divine wifHom; 
and works ; and to have had accefs to all 
the comforts which nature, with a bountiful 
hand^ has poured forth around thee ? Are 
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s E^R M, all the hours forgotten which thou haft pafl^ 
in eafe, in complacency, or joy? Is it a 
fmall favour in thy eyes, that the hand 6f 
divine mercy has been ftretcbed forth to aid 
thee, and, if thou reje£J: not its proffered 
afliftance, is ready to condudt thee into 
happier ftate of exiftence ? When thou colh* 
pareft thy condition with thy defertj blufh, 
and be afliamed of thy complaints. Be filent, 
be grateful, and adore. Receive with thaak- 
fulnefs the bleffings which are allowed thee* 
Revere that government which it pfcfent 
refufes thee more. Reft in this conclufion, 
that though there be evils in the world, its 
Creator is wife and good, and has been 
bountiful to thee, 

Ijt the third place, the view which we 
have taken of human life fliould naturally 
dire<9: us to fuch purfuits as may have moft 
influence for correcting its Vanity. There 
are two great lines of condudl which offer 
themfelves to our choice. The one leads 
towards the goods of the mind ; the other 
towards thofe of fortune. The former, 

which 
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Virhich IS adopted only by the few, engages 
tis chiefly in forming our principles, regu- 
lating our difpofitions, improving all our 
inward powers. The latter, which in every 
age has been followed by the multitude, 
points at no other end but attaining the 
conveniencies and pleafures of external life* 
It is obvious that, in this lafl purfuit, the 
vanity of the world will encounter us at 
every ftep. For this is the region in which 
it reigns, and where it chiefly difplays its 
power. At the fame time, to lay the world 
totally out of view, is a vain attempt. The 
numberlefs ties by which we are connected 
with external things, put it out of our power 
to behold them with indifference. But 
though we cannot wrap ourfelves up en- 
tirely in the care of the mind, yet the more 
we make its welfare our chief objedl, the 
nearer fliall we approach to that happy inde- 
pendence on the world, which places us be- 
yond the reach of fuffering from its vanity. 

That difcipline, therefore, which correds 
the eagernefs of worldly paflTions, which for- 
tifiesthe heart with virtuous principles, which 

Vol. II. P enlightens 
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^ enlightens the mind with ufeful knowledge, 

I,, -.y- — ; and furnifhes to it matter of enjoyment from 
^vithin itfelf, is of more confequence to real 
felicity, than all the provifion which we can 
ifiake of the goods of fortune. To this let 
uS bend our chief attention. Let us keep 
the heart with all diligence^ J^^ing out of it 
are the ijfues of life. Let us account our 
mind the moft important province which is 
committed to our care ; and if we cannot rule 
fortune, ftudy at leaft to rule ourfelres. Let 
m propofe for our obje£t, not worldly fuc- 
cefs, which it depends not on us to obtain ; 
but that upright and honourable difcharge 
of our duty in every conjuncture, which^ 
through the divine affiftance, is always 
within our power. Let our l^appinefs be 
fought where our proper praife \i foiirtd ; and 
that be accounted our only real evil, which 
is the evil of our nature ; not that, which 
is cither the appointment of Providence, or 
which arifes from the evil of others. 

But in order to carry on with fuccefs 
this rational and manly plan of condufl, it 

is 
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is necefiaiy, in the laft place, tfai^N^ mof al, S E R M. 
we join religious difcipline. Under the 
prefent imperfedion of our minds, and 
amidft the frequent ihocks which we receive 
from human evils, much do we ftand m 
need of every affiftance for fupporting our 
conftancy* Of all affiftance to which wc 
can have recourfe, none is fo powerful as 
what may be derived from the principles of 
the Chriftian faith. He who builds on any 
other foundation, will find, in the day of 
trial, that he had built his houfe on the fand. 
Man is formed by his mature to look up to a 
fuperiour being, and tb lean upon a ftrength 
that is greater than his own. All the con- 
fiderations which we can offer for confirm- 
ing his mind, prefuppofe this refource, aild 
derive from it their principal efficacy. 

Never then let us lofe fight of thofe great 
objedls which religion brings under our view, 
if we hope to ftand firm and ere£t amidft the 
dangers and diftreffes of our prefent ftate. 
Let us cultivate all that connedion with the 
great Father of Spirits which our condition 
admits j by piety and prayer j by depend- 
P 2 ence 
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^ vn^* cnce ortj^aid, and truft in his promifcs; 

u,..^!^ by a devout fenfe of his prefence, and a 
continual endeavour to acquire his grace and 
favour. Let us, with humble faith and re- 
verence, commit ourfelves to the bleffed Re- 
deemer of the world ; encouraged by the 
difcoveries which he has made to us of the 
divine mercy, and by the hopes which he 
has afforded us of being raifed to a nobler 
and happier ftation in the kingdom of God» 
So fliall virtue, grounded upon piety, attain 
its full ftrength. Infpired with a religious 
fpirit, and guided by rational principles, we 
fliall be enabled to hold a fteady courfe 
through this mixed region of pleafure and,, 
psun, of hopes and fears j until the period 
arrive, when that cloud, which the prefent 
vanity of the world throws over human 
aff^rs, fhall entirely difappear, and eternal 
light be diffufed over all the work* and ways 
of God. 
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SERMON VIII. 
On r)EATH. 



Psalm xxiii. 4. 

Yea^ though I walk through the valley of the 
Jloadow of deaths I will fear no evil; for 
thou art with me ; thy rod and thy faff 
they comfort me^ 

THIS Pfalm exhibits the pleafing pic- 
ture of a pious man rejoicing in the 
goodnefs of Heaven. He looks around him 
on his ftate^ and his heart overflows with 
gratitude. When he reviews the ,paft part 
of his life, he contemplates God as his 
Jbepherdy who bath made him lie down in 
green pafures^ and led him beftde the Jlill 
waters^ When he confiders the prefent, 
P 3 he 
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^vni^ he beholds his divine benefa^or /r^r/^r/;/^ 
» y ■ r a table for him in the prefence of his enemies^ 
and snaking his cup run over. When he 
looks forward to the future, he confides in 
the fame goodnefs, as continuing to follow 
him all the days tf bis hfe^ and bringing him 
to dwell in the houfe of the Lord for ever. 
Amidft thefe images of tranquillity and hap- 
pinefs, one objed prefents itfelf, which is 
fufficient to overcaft the minds and to damp 
the joy of thej greateft part of men; that is, 
the approach of death. But on the Pfalmift 
it produced no fuch efFedl. With perfedt 
compofure and ferenity, he looks forward to 
the time when he is to pafs through the vaU 
ley of the Jbadow of death* . The prqfpeft, 
infteadof dejedinghim, appears to hei'ghtea 
his triumph, by that fecurity which the pre- 
fence of his almighty guardian afforded hinx. 
J will fear no evil ^ for thou art with me : 
and purfuing the allufion with which he 
had begun, exults in the hope that the ihep- 
herd who had hitherto coadu6t.6d him, would 
fupport him with his Jioj^^ while he pafled 
throi;igh that dark aod perilous region, and 

witK 
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with his rod, or paftoral cfook, would guard 
l^im from every danger. 

^kjch is the happy diftindlion which 
good men enjoy, in a fituation the moft 
formidable to human nature. That threat- 
ening fpedlre which appalls others, carries 
no terrour to them. While worldly men 
are juftly faid through fear of Death to be 
all their life-time fubjeSi to bondage^ td the 
righteous only it belongs to look on death, 
and fmile. Since then it is in the power of 
religion to confer upon us fo high a pri- 
vilege, let us adventure to contemplate 
fteadily this laft foe whom we muft all en- 
counter. Let us confider what death is in 
itfelf, and by what means good men are 
enabled to meet it with fortitude. Though 
the fubje6t may be reckoned gloomy, it 
muft be admitted to be interefting. The 
clofe of life is . a folemn and iipportaut 
event, to which every wife man will have 
regard in the general tenour of his condu£t. 
No one can a£t his part with propriety, 
who confiders not how it is to terminate; 
and to exclude from our thoughts what we 
P 4 cannot 
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S ^l^j^- cannot prevent from actually taking place, 
^. is the refuge of none but the timorous and 

weak. We are more encouraged to enter 
on this meditation, by refledling on the fu- 
periour advantages which, as Chriftians, 
we enjoy for overcopaing the fear of deaths 
beyond that holy man whofe fentiment is 
now before us* Thofe great objeds, which 
he beheld through the medium of types 
and figures, are clearly revealed to us. That 
difpenfation of grace, which in his days 
began to open, is now completed. That life 
and immortality, which then only, dawned 
on the world, have now fhone forth with 
full light and fplendour, 

Death may be confidcred in three 
views : as the feparation of the foul from 
the body ; as the conclufton of the prefent 
life ; as the entrance into a new ftate of 
exiftence. In the firft view, it is regarded 
as painful and agonizing. In the fecond, 
it is melancholy ^nd dejeding. In the 
third, it is awful and alarming. One of the 
firft enquiries which occurs concerning it is, 

for 
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for what purpofea it was clothed with all ^ y]^£*^* 
thefe terrours? Why, under the govern-* 
ment of a gracious Being, th^ termination 
of life was lo?ded with fo much forrow and 
diftrefs? We know that, in confequence of 
the fall, death was infliftcd as a jpunifliment 
Upon the human race. But no unneceffary 
ieverities arc ever exercifed by God ; and 
the wifdom and goodnefe of the divine plan 
will be much illuftrated, by obferving that 
all the formidable circumftanees which at- 
tend death are, in the prefent fituation of 
mankind, abfoUitely requifite to the pro^ 
per government of the world. The ter- 
rours of death are, in fadt, the great guard- 
ians of life. They excite in every indivi- 
dual that delire of fclf-prefejryation, which 
is nature 8 firft law. They reconcile him 
to bear the diftrefles of life with patience. 
They prompt him to undergp its ufeful 
and neceflary labours with alacrity ; and 
they reftrain him from many of thofe evil 
courfes by which his fafety would be en- 
dangered. While they are in fo many rc- 
Ipeds beneficial to the individual, they are, 
6 at 
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S R R M» at the fame tkne, the lafeguard of fociety* 
, If death were not dreaded and abhorred as 
it is by men, no public order could be pre-? 
ferved in the world. The fword of autho- 
rity were lifted up in vain. The fandions 
of law would lofe their effca. The fcaf- 
fold and the executioner would be derided j 
and the viplent left to trample unreftrained 
on the rights of the peaceful. If, notwith- 
ilanding the reftraints which felf-preferva- 
tion impofes, fociety is fo often difturbeij 
by the crimes of the wicked, what a fcenc 
pf confufion would it become, if capital 
punifliments, which are the laft refource 
of government^ were of no influence to 
deter offenders ? 

For fuch important ends the conclufion 
• of life has, by the appointment of Provi- 
dence, been made m awful object. The 
valley of death has been planted wit^ii ter- 
rours to the apprehenfion of men. Here, 
as in many other inftances, what feemed 
at firft to arraign the goodnefs of the Deity, 
is upon enquiry found to confirm it. But 
though, for the moft falutary purpofes, it 

was 
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ai9 



was rcqtufite th^at the fear of death fhould 



yet, like our other propenfities, k is apt, 
when left to itfelf, to rua iato excefs. Over 
many it ufurps Aich an afcendant as to 
debafe their charader, and to defeat the 
chief ends of living. To preferve it within 
fuch bounds that it ihall not interrupt us if) 
performing the proper offices and 4uticis 
of life, is the diftindion of the brave iptap 
above the coward ; and to furmount it ia 
Xuch a degree that it fliall not, even in near 
j)ro§)e4t, dejedl our fpirit, or trouble our 
.peace, is the great preference which virtup 
.enjoys above guilt. It has been the ftudy 
^ of the wife and refleding, in every age, to 
attain this fteadinefs of mind- Philofophy 
purfued it as its chief obje6t j and profelTed, 
that the great end of its difcipline was, to 
enable its votaries to conquer the fear of 
death. Let us then, before we have re- 
courfe to the more powerful aid of religion, 
hearken for a little to what reafon has fug- 
gefted on this fubjed. Her affiftance may, 
perhaps, be not entirely defpicable; and 
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^^^11*' armour which flie offers, be not 

x^^^jj completely of proof, if may fervc, how- 
evcFj to turn afide^ or to blunt, fome of 
the fliafts which are aimed againft us by the 
laft foe. 

After this manner (he may be fuppofed 
to addrefs mankind, in order to reconcile 

them to their fate. Children of men 1 

it is well known to you, that you are a 
mortal race.^ Death is the law of your 
nature, the tribute of your being, the debt* 
which all are bound to pay. On thefe 
terms you received life, that you fhoulcl be 
ready to give it up, when Providence calls 
you to make room for others, who, in like 
manner, when their time is come, ftiall 
* follow you. He who is unwilling to fub- 

mit to death when Heaven decrees it, de- 
ferves not to have lived. You might as 
reafonably complain, that you did not live 
before the time appointed for your coming 
into the world, as lament that you are not 
to live longer, when the period of you^ 
quitting it is arrived. What divine Provi- 
dence 
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dence hath made neceflary, humaa pru- ^y^j^* 
dence Ought to comply with cheerfully. 
Submit at any rate you mull ; and is it not 
much better to follow of your own accord, 
than to be dragged relud:antly, and by 
force ? What privilege have you to plead, 
or what reafon to urge, why you fhould 
poffefs an exemption from the common 
doom ? All things around you are mortal 
and perifliing. Cities, ftates, and empires 
have their period fet. The proudeft monu- 
ments of human art moulder into duft. 
Even the works of nature wax old and 
decay. In the midft of this univerfal ten- 
dency to change, could you expedt that to 
your frame alone a permanent duration 
Ihould be given ? All who have gone be- 
fore you, have fubmitted to the ftroke of 
death. All who are to come after you, 
fliall undergo the fame fate. The great 
and the good, the prince and the peafant, 
the renowned and the obfcure, travel alike 
the road which leads to the grave. At 
the moment when you expire, thoufands 
throughout the world fliall, together with 

. you, 
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U. you^ be yielding \xp thcii: breatlu Can 
w that be held a great c^amity whicti is com-* 
mon to you with every thing that lires on 
earth ; which is an event as much accord- 
ing to the courfe of nature, as it is thsrt 
leaves fhould fall in autumui or that fruit 
ihould drop from the tree when it is fully 
ripe ? 

The pain of death cannot be very long, 
and is probably lefs fevere than what ^ou 
have at other times experieoced. The pomp 
of death is more terrifying than death itfelf. 
It is to the weaknefs of imagination that it 
owes its chief power of dcje<fting your fpi- 
rits J for when the force of the mind is 
rouzed, there is almoft no paflion in our na- 
ture but what has fhowed itfelf able to over- 
come the fear of death. Honour has defied 
death ; love has defpifed it ; fliame has rufh- 
ed upon it; revenge has difregarded it ; grief 
a thoufand times has wiftiedfor its approach. 
Is it not ftrange that reafon and virtue can- 
not give you ftrength to furmount that fcar^ 
which, even in feeble minds, fo many paf- 
fions have conquered ? What inconfiftency 

is 
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is there in complaining, fo much of the evils s 
of life, and being at the fame time fo afraid ^ -^ -,Lf 
of what is to terminate them all ? Who can 
t<M whether his futxwe life might not teem 
with difafters and miferies^ as yet unknown^ ' 
were it to be prolonged, according to his 
wifh? At any rate, is it defirable to draw 
life out to the laft dregs, and to wait till old 
age pour upon you its whole ftore of difeafes 
and forrows ? You lament that you are to 
die ; but did you view your fituation pro- 
perly, you would have much greater caufe 
to lament if you were chained to this life 
for two or three hundred years, without 
poffibility of ^ releafe. Expe£t therefofe 
calmly that which is natyral in itfelf, and 
which muft be fit, becaufe it is the ap- 
pointment of Heaven. Perform your duty " 
as a good fubjedt of the Deity, during the 
time allotted you j and rejoice ' that a . 
period is fixed for your difnxiffion from the 
prefent warfare. Remember that the (la- 
vifli dread of death deftroys all the comfort 
of that life which you feek to preferve# 
Better to undergo the ftroke of death at 

once, 
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once, than to live in perpetual miferjf from 
the fear of dying* 

Such difcourfes as thefe are fpeciotis at 
leaft, and plaufible. The arguments are not 
without ftrength,and ought to produce fome 
effect on a confiderate refledling mind. But 
it is to be fufpedled that their efFedl will be 
chiefly felt when the mind is calm and at 
eafe ; rather when fpeculating upon death 
at a diftance, than when beholding it at 
hand. When the critical moment arrives 
which places the anxious, trembling foul on 
the borders of an unknown world, reafon- 
ings drawn from neceflity and propriety 
will be of fmall avail to quiet its alarms. In 
order to afford relief, you muft give it hope; 
you muft promife it protedion; you muft 
offer fomewhat on which it can lay hold for 
fupport, amidft the ftruggles of labouring 
nature. Hence the great importance of 
thofe difcoveries which revelation has made, 
and of thofe principles with which it fortifies 
the heart. To the confideration of thefe let 
wsnext proceed, and obferve. their fuperiour 

efficacy 
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in order to judge of their importaiice, it w.^^ 
^ill bei proper to take a view 6t death ih 
feach of thofe lights in which it appears moft 
formidable to mankindi 

It may ht donfi^ere^ ^rft, as the itt^ 
hiination of oiif prefent eiJciftence ; the final 
period' of all its joys and hopes* The con- 
cluding fcene of any courfe of a£tion in 
\ which we have been engaged with pleafure, 
i even thelaft fight of objedls which we have 
^'been long adcuftomed to behold, feldortt 
Afails of ftriking the mind with painful re-» 
^fet. How many circumftances will concur 
to heighten that regret, when tlie time comes 
of our bidding an eternal adieu to the light 
cf day} to every piirfuit which had occu* 
pied our attention as citizehs %f the world j 
and to every friend Midi relation who had 
attached otif hearts ? How dejeding is the 
thought to the greateft part of men^ that 
the fun (hall rife, and the feafoiis fliall re- 
turn to others^ but no mpre to them ; and 
that, while their neighbours are engaged in 
Vol. IL the 
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• the ufual aAirs of life, they fliall be fhut 
J up in a dark lonefome manfion, for- 
gotten and cut off from itmong men, as 
though they had never been ! / faid^ in the 
cutting off of my days^ I Jball go to the gates 
of the grave. lam deprived of the refidue of 
my years. I foall not fee the Lord again in 
the land of the living. IJhall behold man no 
more with the inhabitants of the world^. 

Let us now obferve, that the dejeftioft 
into which we are apt to fmk at fuch . a 
jun£ture, will bear proportion to the degree 
of our attachment to the objedts which we 
leave, and to the importance of thofe re* 
fources which remain with us when they 
are gone. He who is taking farewel of a 
country through which he had travelled 
with fatisfad:ion, and he who is driven from 
his native l%nd, with which he had cori- 
he£ted every idea od| fettlement and com- 
fort, will have Very different feelings at the 
time of departure. Such is the difference 
which, at the hour of death, takes place be- 
tween the righteous and the ungodly. The 

* Ifaiab^ xxxviii. lo, 1 1 • 

latter 
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kttdr knows nothing higher or better than ^ y^^j^'- 
the prefent ftate of exiftence. His interefts, y^iy -j 
his pleafures, his expedations, all centered 
here. He lived fblely for the enjoyments 
of this world. Dreadful, therefore, and in- 
fupportable hiuft be that event which Sepa- 
rates him from thefe for even Whef^a* the 
culture of religion had previoufly formed 
the mind of a Chriftian for a calm and ciify 
tranfition from this life. It had inftrlided 
him in the proper eftirtiate of fublunary 
happinefs. It had fet higher profpedls be-^ 
fore him. It Hid formed him to a mord 
refined tafte of enjoyment, thari w^t the 
comrtiori roUrid of worldly amufement^ 
could gratify. It gave him connexions 
and alliances with fpirltiial objedls, which 
are unknown to the men df the world; * 
Hence^ though lie be attached to life by the* 
natural feelings of humanity, ||| israifed 
above the weak and unmanly regrep)f part- 
ing with it. He knew that it was intended 
as preparatory only to a fucceeding ftate. 
As footi as the feafon of preparation fhould 
be finifhed^ he expeded a removal ; and 
Q^i when 
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s ^^jj^- when Providence gives the fignaf, fie hid§ 
\ ■ ^ adieu to the world v^rith compofed refblu- 
tion and undifturbed heart. — ^What though 
death interrupt him in the middle of his 
defigns^ Snd break off the plans which he 
had formed of being ufeful to his family 
and the w^ld ? All thefe he leaves with 
tranquillity in the hands of that Providence 
to which he has ever been aceuftomcd to 
look up vrith Tefignation y which governed 
the world wifely and gracioufly before he 
e}(ifled ; aftd which he knows wHl continue 
to govern it with equal wisdom and benig-^ 
nity when he flvall be in it no m^re. The 
time of his deparfiHre was not left to his 
own choice ; but he believes it to be the 
moft proper, becaufe it is^ the time chofen 
by Him who cannot err^ Honoiirahk age 
Is not that which Jlandeth in length of time^ 
nor that which is meafured by, number 
of year^. ' But wifdom is the grey hair ta 
. man ; and an unfpotted life is dd age 
When he beholds his friends and rdations 
' mourning around him, his heart may melt^ 

* Wifd. of Solomon> iv» 8>9« 

bu« 
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h\xt will not be prcrpowered } for if Is re- ^ 
lieved by the thought that he is bidding 
them only a temporary, not an eternal fare- 
wel. He commends them, in the mean 
time, to the bleffing of that God whom he 
has ferved ; and while he i^ parting from 
them, he hears a voice which fooths his 
fpirit with thofe comforting words, Leave 
thy fatberlefs children ; / uoill prefer^ them 
alive ; and let thy wido^ tru/l in m % 

But deathi is more than the conclufion 
of human life. It is the gate which, at the 
feme time that it clofes on this world, opens 
into eternity. Under this view, it has often 
been the fubjedt of terrour to the ferious 
and refleding. The tranfition they were 
about to make was awful. Before them lay 
a vaft undifcovered region^ from whofc 
bourn no traveller ever returned to bring 
information of the reception which he found, 
^or of the objeds which he met with there.- 
The firft conception which fuggeftsitfelf is, 
that the difernbodied fpirit is to appear be- 

♦ Jerein. xlix. xC, 
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s E R M. fore its Creator, who is then to ad as its 
Judge, The fl:ri<3:. inquifition which it myft 
undergo, the impartial doom which it muft 
hear pronounced, and the unalterable ftate; 
to which it fliall be affigned, are awful 
forms riling befpre the imagination. They 
are ideas which confcience forces upon all. 
Mankind can neither avoid confidering 
themf(#res as accountable creatures, nor 
avoid viewing death as the feafon wheri 
their account is to be given. Such a fenti- 
ment is with moft men the fpurce of dre^d ; 
with all men, of anxiety. To a certain de- 
gree a good confcien^ will convey comfort. 
The reflection on a well-fpent life makes a. 
wide difference between the laft moments of 
the righteous and the fmner. But whofe 
confcience is fo clear as to ftrike him with 
no remorfe ? Whofe righteoufnefs is fo un- 
blemifhed as to abide the fcrutitiy of the 
great fearch^r of hearts ? Who dares reft his 
everlafting fate upon his perfe£t conformity 
to the rule of duty throughout the whole of 
his life ? 

We muft not judge of the fentiments of 
men at the approach of death by their or- 
dinary 
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dinary train of thought in the days of health 
and eafe. Their views of moral condudt 
arc then, too generally, fuperficial; flight ex- 
cufes fatisfy their minds, and the avocations 
of life prevent their attention from dwelling 
long on difagreeable fubjeds. But when 
altogether withdrawn from the affairs of the 
world, they are left to their own refledtions 
on paft condudlj with their fpirits enfeebled 
by difeafe, and their minds imprefled with 
the terrours of an invifible region ; the moft 
refolute are apt to defjpond, and even the 
virtuous are ^ danger of finking under the 
remembrance of their errours and frailties. 
The trembling mind cafts every where 
around an anxious exploring eye after any 
power that can uphold, any mercy that will 
ihield and faye it. And accordingly we fee 
how eagerly every device has been embraced 
which fuperftition could invent in various 
countries, for qi^^^^ig ^^9 alarms of the 
departing fpirit. 

Here i^pears the great importance of 
thofedifcoveries which Chriftianity has made 
concerning the government of tl^e univerfe. 

QL4 . It 
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It difplays the enfigns of grace and cle^ 
mency. It reveals the Almighty not as a 
creator only and a judge, but as a compaf- 
fionate parent, who knows our frame^ who 
remembers we are dujl^ who pities us as a far- 
ther pitietb bis children \ and with whom there 
is forgivenefs^ that he may be loved as well 
as feared. Thefe general views, however, 
of the divine adminiftration would not 
have been fufBcient to give full relief, if 
they had not been confirmed by certain de- 
cifive fadls to which the mind can appeal 
amidft all its doubts and fea^l fucb 
fa<Ss the gofpel holds forth to us, particu- 
larly adapted to the fituation of human na-^ 
tare in its greafteft extremity j the atone-i 
ment, and the interceflionof Chrift, There 
is no fentiment more natural to men than 
this, that guilt muft be expiated by fuffer- 
ing. All government is founded on the 
principle, that public Sjuftice requires com- 
penfatiofi for crimes ; and all religions pro-^ 
ceed upon the belief, that, in order to the 
pardon of the fmner, atonement muft be 
made to the juftice of heaven. Hence tha 

endlef^ 
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cndtefs variety of facrifices, vidims, and ex- 5 E R M. 
piations which have filled the earth. The ^l,^^^^' j- 
great facrifice which our Redeemer offered 
for guilt, coincides with thefe natural fen* 
timents of mankind in j^iving cafe to the 
heart. It fhows us the forfeit of guilt paid 
by a divine perfonage in our behalf ; and 
allows us to look up to the Governor of 
the world, as merciful to the guilty in con- 
fiftcncy with juftice and order. But ftill 
forae anxiety might remain concerning the 
extenfion of that mercy to our own cafe in 
particular, »An invifible fovereign is an 
awful idea ; almighty, unknown power is 
always formidable, and would-be ready to 
overwhelm the fpirit of thefeeble, were not 
an ifiterceffor with that fovereign revealed* 
This interceffor is one who lived and aded 
in bur own nature ; who not only knows, 
but who experienced our frailty ; who has 
all the feelings of a ifrother for human in- 
firmity and diftrefs; who himfelfpaffed 
through that valley of the Jhadow of death 
which is now opening on us ; to whofe 
powerful mediation with his Father we have 
8 every 
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s ^^J^* every encouragement to commit tl^e charge? 

v-^^^-lj of our departing fpirit, — Such is the provi- 
fion which Chriftianity^has made for com- 
forting the laft hours of manr^ The atone- 
nient, and the interceffion of Chrift, are the 
refuge of the penitent finner, and the con- 
folation of the faint. By their means thq 
throne of the univerfe is encircled with 
mercy. The cloud which hung over the 
invifible world begins to be difperfed j an4 
hope brightens through the gloom, 

But what completes the triumph of goo4 
men over death is, the profped of eternal 
felicity. This was the great objedt after 
which all nations have fighed, as the only 
complete remedy both of the miferies of life 
and the fears of death. On this, the learned 
and the ignorant, the civilized ^pd the fa-- 
vage tribes of mankind bent their longing 
eyes ; eagerly grafping at every argument, 
and fondly indulging every hope, that could 
promife them a propitious Deity, and the 
prolongation of exiftence in a happier ftate. 
But beyond wifhes and feeble expeftations, 

the 
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the light of nature could hardly reach, ^ 
tven the moft cultivated, philofophical mind 
was, at the hour of diffblution, left in pain-» 
ful fufpence. Chriftianity has put an end 
to all hefitation and doubt on this important 
(ubjeit. It has drawn afide the veil through 
which reafon eflayed to penetrate ; and has 
difplayed to full view the future dwellings 
pf the -fpirits of the juft, the manfions of 
everlafting reft, the city of ^ the living God^ 
Not only has it informed us that a ftate of 
perfect felicity is prepared for the righteous, 
but it has added to this information a variety 
of circumftances which render that ftate 
jj_fenfible to our imagination, and encouraging 
to our hopes. It reprefents it as fully fe- 
ciared by the gracious undertaking of the 
Saviour of the world. It defcribes it as an 
inheritance^ to which he has given his fol- 
lowers a right and title. He is faid to have 
taken pofleflion of it in their name. He 
rofe from the grave as the firft fruits of then^ 
that Jleep ; and under the character of their 
fgrc'-runner, entered into the heavenly rer 
eions. / a?n the refurredlion and the life. 
• He 
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He that believeth on me^ though he were dcad^ 
yet Jhall he live. I give unto my Jheep eter^ 
nal life. I afcend to my Father (ind your 
Father^ to my God and your God % 

Hence, to thofe who have lived a rirr 
tuous life, and who die in the faith of 
Chrift, the whole afpedl of death i$ changed. 
Death is to them no longer the tyrant whq 
approaches with his iron rod, but the mef- 
fenger who brings the tidings of life and 
liberty. The pro^edls which open to them 
cheer their minds. Even in the valley of 
death's Qididc^ green pqfiurer appear to rife. 
They view themfelvcs as going forth, not 
to lie filent and Iblitary in the darkncfs of^- 
the grave, not to wander forfaken in the 
wide deferts of the univ^erfe, not even to 
pafs into a region where they are altogether 
ftrangers and unknown j but to enter on a 
land, new indeed to fight, but by faith and 
hope frequented long before ; where they 
fhall continue to be under the charge of hini 
who hath hitlierto been their guardian, be 
re-united to many of their ancient and be-? 

• Johii,xi. 25. XX. 17. 
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Wed friends, and admitted to ioln tie In- s fe 
numerable multitude^ gathered out of all na-- 
tions^ and tongues^ and people^ who Jland 
before the throne of God* Tifey leave be-* 
hind the dreg^^of their nature ; and ex- 
change this confined and gloomy apartment ^ 
- of the univerfe, for "the glorious manfions * 
of their Fathe/s houfe* Blefled furely are 
the dying in this hope, and blejed the dead 
in this fruition, rejling^ from their labours^ 
and folloived by their x works. Good men 
are detained at prefent in the outer court of 
the temple r Death admits them into the 
holy place. As yet they fojourn in the 
territories of pilgrimage and exile : Death 
brings them home to the native land of 
Spirits. In this world they arc divided 
fixDm one another, and mingled with the 
worthlefs and the vile ' Death unites in one 
aflcmblyall the pure and the juft. In the 
Jtgbt of the univerfe they feemed to die^ and 
their departure was taken for utty- defiruc^ 
tion. But they are in peace. Thiir reward 
alfo is with the Lord^ and the care of them 
with the mojl higb'^.^^O Death ! where 

» Wifdom of Solomon, iii. 2, 3. — y. ij* 
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8 E R'M. is now thy Jllng ? Grave ! where Is th^ 
: w^L:^ viBory ? Where are the terrburs with which 
. thou haft fo long affrighted the fiations ? 
Where are thy dreary and defolute domains, . 
^ the haunts of fpedres arid fliades^ the abhor- 
red dwellings of darknefs and corruption ? , 
. • At the touch of the divine rod, thy vifion- 
ary horrours have fled* The fpell is broken^ 
The dawn of the celeftial morning has dif- 
pclled thy difmal gloom j and, inftead of 
the habitations of dragons y appears the para- 
dife of God. 

But fuppofitig both the regret of quit- 
• ting life, and the dread of entering into a 
future ftate to be overcome, there is flill 
one circumftance which renders death for-^ 
midable to many, that is, the fliock which 
nature' is apprehending to fuftain at the 
reparation of the foul from the ' body. 
Formidable, I admit, this may juftly ren- 
der it to them whofe languifliing fpirits 
have no inward fund whence they can then 
draw relief. .Firmnefs and ftrength of 
mind is peculiarly requifite for the fupport 
of nature in its laft extremity ; and that 

ftf ength 
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ftrengtli is fupplied by religion. The tefti- SE Rm. 
mony of a good confcience^ and the re- 
membrance of a virtuous life, a well- 
grounded trufl in the divine acceptance, and 
a firm hope of future felicity, are principles 
fufEcient to give •^ompofure and fortitude 
to the heart, even in thd ^ midft of agony. 
In what a*high degreifl^they can fufpend or 
alleviate the feelings of pain, has been ^lly 
demonftrated by thei magnanimous beha-». 
viour of fuch as have fiiffered death in thd 
caufe of confcience and religion. How 
often has the world beheld them advancing 
to meet th^t fuppofed king of terrours, not 
with calmnefs only, but with joy ; raifed 
by divine profpeds and hopes into an en- 
tire neglect and contempt of bodily fuffer- 

It is not without reafon that a peculiar 
affiftance from heaven is looked for by good 
men at the hour of death. As they arc 
taugl]| to believe, that in all the emergen- 
cies of their life divine goodnefs has watched 
over them, they have ground to conclude, 
that at the laft it will not forfake them; but 
5 that. 
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SERM. that, at flie feafoii when its aid is rrioft 
, ^ needed, it fhall be moft liberally commu-* 
nicated* Accoidingly, a perfuafion fo con- 
gruous to the btenignity and compaffion of 
the Father of mercies, lisis been the comfort 
^ of pious men in every ag^A My jftejh and 
my heart faileth ; %ut God is the Jlrength of 
my heart. In the vwiley of the fjadow of 
deatli I will fear no evilj for thou art with 
me. When the rod and ftaffdl this Shepherd 
of Ifrael are held forth to his expiring fer- 
vants, declining nature needs no other fup- 
port. -The fecret influence of his reviving 
fpirit is fufficient for their donfolation and 
ftrength, Vrhile the painful ftruggle with 
mortality lafts ; till at length, when the 
moment arrives that the fiver cord muft be 
loafed^ and the golden bowl he broken^ theif 
Almighty Protedor carries off the immortal 
fpirit unhurt by the fall of its earthly taber-* 
hacle, and' places it in a better manfion.— 
How refpe<aable and happy is fuch ^ con-- 
clufion of human life^ when ' one in this 
manner quits the ftage of time, honoured 
and fupported with the prefence of his 

Creatory^ 
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Creator, and enjoying, till the hSt moment ^ E 
of refledion, the pleafing thought, that he 
has not lived in vain! / have fought a good 
Jight; I have jinijhed my courft i I have kept 
tbe/mib. Henceforth there // laid apfor me 
u crown ofrighieoufnefs^ which the Lord tbt 
righteous judge Jhallgiveme at that dny^k 

AfteiT the view which we have taken 
of th^ advantages poflfefled by good men for 
overcoming the fears of deattij the lirftfen- ^ 
i^ment which fliould arife in our minds, is 
gratitude to Heaven for the hopes which 
we enjoy by means of the Chriftian reli- 
gion* How deprcfled and calamitous was 
the human condition, as long as the terrour 
of death hung, like a dark cloud, over the 
inhabitants of the earth j when, after all the 
toils of life^ the tiwlancholy filence of the 
grave appeared finally to clt)fe the fcene of 
exiftence; or, if a future ftatd opened be- 
hind it, that Jftate teemed with all thofe 
forms of horrour which confcious guilt 
tould fUggeft to a terrified imagination ! 

* a Tim. iv, n 8i 

Vol. II. R The 
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^ vni^ Thehappiert change wKich ever took place 
^^...y.*^ in the circumftances of the hiiman race, is 
that prodttced by the difcoverics with which 
we are ble£ed concerning the government 
of the univerfe, the redemption of the world, 
and the fiitrirc deftination of man. How 
much dignity is thereby added to the hu- 
man charader and ftate ! What light and 
. cheerfulnefe is introduced Into bur abode ! 
What eternal praile is due to Him who, 
according to bis abundant mercfy iiatb hegot^ 
ten us again into a livety bopCy by tbt refur^ 
re&ion of Jefus Cbrift from tbe dead^ to an 
inheritance . incorruptible y undeJUed^ and that 
fadetb not away^ refervcd in beaven f 

The next efteft which the fubje^ we 
have confidered fhotild produce, is ah ear- 
neft defire to acquire thofe advantages wMch 
good men enjoy at their death* The road 
which leads to them is plain and obvious. 
A peaceful and happy death is, by the* Ap- 
pointment of Heaven, conned^ed with a 
- holy and virtuous life. Let us renounce 
criminal purfuits and pleafures ; let us fear 

Go4 
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God and keqp bis commandments ; let us ^ y^^^* 
hold faith and a good c^feienci^ if we hope ^ . ^^^ .'^ 
fot comfort at our laft hour. To prepare 
for diii laft hour, every wife man fliould 
(X)n(ider i& his moft important concern. 
Death may juftly be held the teft of lif^ 
Let a man have fqpported his charadef 
with efteem and applaufe, as long as he 
aded on the bufy ftage of the wsorld, if aC 
the end he finks into dgedion and terrour^ 
all his former hon&ur is effaced; he departs 
^ndet the imputation of either a guilty cot^- 
fcience, or a pufiUanimous mind* - In the 
other parts of human condud, difgtiife and 
fubtlety may impofe on the world j but 
fddom can artifice be fupported in the hour 
of death. The maifk moft commonly falls 
cfff, and the genmne charafter appears^ 
When we behold the fcene of life clofed 
with proper compofure and dignity, tve na- 
tjurally infer integrity and fortitude. Wc 
are led to believe that divine affiftance fnp- 
ports the foul, and we prefage its tranfition 
into a happier manfipn, f4/^k the pcrfeS 
R 2 man^ 
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^ vui^' ^^^^^^ ^P^^S^^ i fi^ ^'^^ ^ 

that man is peace *. 

IThe laft ihftrudion which our fubje^t 
points out, refpedts the manner in which a 
wife and good man ought to ftand afFidkcd 
towja-ds life and death. He ought not tQ. 
be feverely attached to the one. He haa 
no teafon abjeftly to drdiad th6 other. Life 
is: the gift', of God, which he may juftly 
cbcrifli and hold dear. Nay, he is bound 
by all fair means to guard and preferye it,, 
that he may continue to be ufeful in thatr 
poft of doty where Providence has placed 
him. But there are higher priocipks to- 
which the love of life fhould* retaain fub-. 
ordinate. Wherever religion, virtue, or true^ 
honour, call him forth to danger, life ought 
to be hazarded without fear. There is a 
generous contempt of death which fhould 
diftinguifh thdfc who live and walk by the 
faith of immortality. This is the fource of 
courage in a Chriftian. His behaviour 

• Pfalm xxxvii. yi'. 

^ "•' ought 
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©aght to fliew the elevation of his foul above S 
the prefent world ; pi^ht tp^jifcpver the li« 
berty which he poSefl^s of following th^s 
native fentiments of hi$ mind, without any 
of thofe reftf aints and fetters which the fear 
ci death impofes on vicious men. 

fyi the fame time, this rjitional cont^ippf 
of death njuft carefully be diftinguiflied from 
that incoafidcrate and thoughtlefe iedji^er- 
ence, with which £>me hajvc affiled to trea^ 
it. This is what cannot be juftified on any 
principle of reafon. Human life is no trifle^ 
which men may play away at their pleafure. 
Death, in every view^ is an important eyept. 
It is the moft folemn crifi6 of the human ex- 
iftence. A good man has reason l;o meet it 
with a calm and firm mind. But no main 
is entitled to treat it with oftentatious levity^ 
It caUs for manly ferioufnefs of thought. It 
requires all the recoUedion of which we are 
capable ; th^it with the proper difpofition of 
dependent beings^ when the duft is about 
to return to its dtift^ we may deliver up the 
fpirit to Him who gave it. 
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8 E R M O N m. 

On tlie Happiness df a Fptpre State. 

Preached the Celebration, of the ^acramen^ of the 
Lord's Slipper* 



Rev FLAT. vii. 9. 

jifier this I bckeUj tmd^ la I a great mutti^ 
pide^ which no man ceuld number^ of all 
nations^ and lindreds^ und ,peopky and 
ttmptes^ flood before the throne^ and before 
the Lamb^ clothed with white robes^ and 
pahns in their hands. 

s E R M. TN this myfterious book of Scripture piany 
> . A revoIutipQs are fbretaldi which were to 
take place in the church of God. They 
are not indeed fo foretold as to afford clear 
and precife information concerning the time 
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of their coming to pafs. It would have SE^RM. 
been, on many accounts, improper to have i«^v^ 
liftetJ up too far that awful veil which co- 
vers futurity. The intention of the Spirit 
of .G<)d, was not to gratify the curiofity qf 
the learned, by difclpfing to them the ikte of 
monarchies an(d nations, but to fatisfy the 
ferious conqerning the general plan, anfl 
final iflue, of the divine government. Amidft 
thofe diftreffps which befel Chriftians {during 
, the firfl: ages, the difcoveries made in this 
book were peculiarly ieafonable ; as they 
.{hew^that there was an Almighty Guard*- 
ian, who ?vatched with particular attention 
over the interefts of the chufCh which he 
had formed J who fprefaw alj tfeg cppyno- 
tions which ^ere to happen among the 
kingdoms of the earth, anjd would fo over- 
rule them as to jpromote in the jend the 
caufe.of truthy This is the chij^f fcope of 
thofe myftic vifiojis with which the Appftle 
John was favoured; of feals opened in 
Jieaven ; pf trumpet?, founding ; and vials 
poured forth, .The kingdom of darkhefs 
was to maintain for a while a violent ftruggle 
R 4 againft 
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againft the kingdom of light. But at tha 
conclufion, a voice was to be heard^ as the 
voice of many waters and of mighty thunder^ 
ings^ faying:^ Alldujab^ for the Lord God 
omnipotent reignctb. The klngdtnns of this 
world are become the kingdoms of Qur Lordy 
and of his Chrif^ and he Jhall reign for ever \ 
Such is the profpeft with which the divine 
Spirit at intervals enlightens, and with which 
he finally terminates, the many dark and 
direful fcenes that are exhibited in this book. 
In clofing the canon of Scripture, he, with 
great propriety, leaves upon our mind deep 
imprefllons of the triumphs of righteouf^ 
nefs, and of the bleflbdneft of the redeemed* 
j^fter this I beheld^ and^ lo I a great multitude ^ 
which no man could number^ of all nations^ 
and* kindreds^ and people^ and tongues^ food 
before the throne^ an 4 before the Lamby clothed 
with white robes ^ and palms in their hands% 

Thefe words prefent a beautiful defcrip-? 
tion of the happineft of faints in heaven ; 
If lubjedl on which it is, at all times, botl^ 

• Rev, xix. 6.— xi. ij. 

comfortable 
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pemfortable and improving to meditate, ? E^R M. 
On this day, in particular, when we are to 
commemorate the dying lov§ of our Savir 
our, we cannot be better employed than in 
eontemplating what his love hath purchafed y 
in order both to awaken our gratitude, and 
to confirm our attachment to him. The 
lacrament of the fupper is the oath of our 
fidelity* Let us difpofe ourfelves for cele-^ 
brating it, by taking a view of the rewards . 
which await the faithful. I fhall, for this 
end, in feveral obfervations from the words 
of the text, taken in connexion with the 
context, endeavour to illuftrate, in fomc 
imperfe£t degree, the profpe^l which is 
here afforded us of a ftate of future felrcity ; 
and then fhall make pradical improvement 
pf the fubjeflt 

I.. What the words of the text moll 
obvioufly fuggeft is, that heaven is to be 
confidered as a ftate of bleffed fociety. A 
multitude^ a numerous affembly, are here 
reprefented as ftiaring together the fame 
felicity and honour. Without fociety, it is 

impolTible 
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impoffible for man to be happy^ Placp 
^ him in a region where he was furrounded 
with every pleafur^ ; yet thei;e, if he found 
himfelf a folitary individual, he would pine 
and languifh. They are not merely our 
wants, and pur mutual dependence, but 
our native inftin£ts alfp, which impel us .to 
aflbciate together. The intercourfe whicH 
we here maintain with our fellows, is a 
fource of our chief enjoyments. But, alas ! 
how much are thefe allayed by a variety 
difagreeable circumftances that entfir into 
all our connexions ! Sometimes we fuflfef * 
from the diftrefles of thofe wbom we love; 
;and fometimes from their vices or fr^lties. 
Where friend fliip is cordial^ it is expofed to 
the wounds of painful fympathy, and to 
the anguifh of violent feparation, "Wberg 
it is fo cool as not to occaiion fympathetic 
pains, it is never produ<3:iye of much plea^- 
fure. The ordinary (commerce of thp world 
jconfifts in a circulation of frivolous inter- 
courfe, in which the heart hfis no concern. 
Jt is generally infipld, and often foured 
by the fl^ghteft difference in humfiur, or, op- 

pofition 
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pc^don of intereft. We fly to company, ii^ S ^^^H* 
prder to be relieved from wearifome corre- ^■^^ 
fpondence with ourfelyes; and the vexationsf 
whidi we meet with in fociety drive us 
back again into folitude. Even among the 
virtuous, diflfentipns arife ; and difagree- 
ment in opinion too pften producies alittia* 
tion of heart. Wc^ form few connexions 
where fomewhat dogs not ocqur to difap- 
point ovir hopes. Thie beginnings are often 
pleafiog. We flatter ourfelyes with having 
found tibpfe who will never give us any 
'diiguft. But wgaknefles are too fopn dif- 
covered. JSuipicions arife; and love waxes 
cold. We arc jealous of one another, and 
accfiftomed to live iii dilguife. A ftudied 
civility affijnies tl^e name without the plea- 
fure of friendihip j and fecret animofity and 
envy are often concealed under the carefTes 
of diflembled afiedtion. 

Hence the pleafure of earthly fociety, 
like all our other pleafures, is extremely im- 
perfeft ; and can give us a very faint con- 
ception of the joy that muft arife from the 
fpcie^. of . perfect fpirifs in a happier world. 

Here, 
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Here, it Is with difficulty that we can fe^ 
\tdi from the corrupted crowd a few with 
whom we wifti to aflbciate in ftridl union. 
There, are aflemWed all the wife, the holy, 
and the juft, who ever cxifted in the uni- 
verfe of God ; without any diftrefe to trou- 
ble their mutual blifs, or any fource of dif- 
igreement to interrupt their perpetual 
harmony. Artifice and concealment are 
unknown there, There, no competitors 
ftruggle ; no fadtions contend j no rivals 
fupplant each other. The voice pf difcord 
never rifes^ the whifper of fufpicion neyet 
circulates, among thofe innocent and be- 
nevolent fpirits, Each, happy in himfelf, 
participates in the happinefs of all the reft ; 
and by reciprocal pommunications of love 
and frienjiftiip, at once receives from and 
adds to the fum of general, felicity. Re- 
new the memory of the moft affedionatc 
friends with whom you were bleft in any 
period of your life. Diveft them of all 
thofe infirmities which adhere to the hu- 
man charader. Recal the moft pleafin^ 
and tender mojnents v^rhich you ever en- 
joyed 
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joyed in their fociety; and the remefn- 
. brance of thofe fenfations .may ^ffift you u^^I— 1 
in conceiving that felicity which is poA 
leffed by the faints above. The happinef^ 
of brethren dwelling together in unity ^ is, 
with great juftice and beauty, compared by 
the Plalmift to fuch things as are moft re- 
frelhing to the heart of man j to the fra- 
grancy of the richeft odours, and to the 
reviving influence of foft aetherial dews^ 
It is like the precious ointment poured on the 
bead of Aaron I and like the dew of Hermon^ 
even the dew that defcendeth on the mouji-- 
tains of Zion^ where the Lord commandetb 
the blejjing^ even life for evermore *. 
. Befides the felicity- which fprings from 
perfed love, there are two circumftancen 
which particularly enhance the bleflednefs of 
that multitude who Jland before the throne ; 
thefe. are, accefs to the moft exalted fociety, 
and renewaLof the moft, tender connexions*^ 
The former is pointed out in the Scripture 
by joining the innumerable company of angels^ 
and the general ajfembly and church of the 

^ Pfalm cxxxiiii i* 

... . ' firjl' 
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jirjl^horn ; by JitHng down with Abraham^ 
and Ifaac^ and yacob^ in the kiflgdofh of 
beai)en^ ; a ptbmife whkh bpeM the fiiih- 
Umcft profpefis W the human tnihdi It 
allows good incn td entertiin the hopfe^ that 
feparated from all the dregs of the human 
mafs^ from that mixed atid polluted crowd 
in midft of which they now dwell, they 
ftiall be permitted to mingle ^With prophets^ 
patriarchs and apoftleft, with iegiflatofs and 
heroes, Avith all thbfc great aiid illuftrioiis 
fpirits, who have fhone in fbrmei? ages as 
the fervants of God, or the beneEst^ors of 
men ; Whofe deeds wc are actuftoined to 
celebrate; whofe ftcps we how follow at a 
diftance ; and whofe names we pronounce 
with veneration. 

United to this high aflbnfelyj the blelf* 
ed at the fatae time renew thclfe ancient 
connexions with virtuous friends which had 
been diffohred by death. The ptoTpea of 
this awakens in the heart the moft pleafing 
and tender fentiment which perhaps can fill 
it, in this mortal ftate. For xlf dll the for- 

♦ Heb. xii. 22, 23. Matth^Jiriii. 11. 

• rows 
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rows ^bich we are here doomed to endure, ^ 
none is fo bitter as that occiiioned by the \_ y^i* 
&tal ftrbke trhich feparsttes ufe, in afqpear- 
anbe^ for ever, from thofc to \^hom elthfer 
xiature or friendfliip had Intimately joined 
our hearts. Memory, from time to time, 
renews thb anguiih; opens the wound 
which feemed oAce to have been clofedj 
and by recalHng jo^s that are paft and gene, 
touches eterjr Spring of paihful fenfibiUty. 
In thcfe agonizing moments^ how relieving 
the thotijght, that the reparation is only 
temporirjr, not eternal ; that there ife a time 
to cotne, of re-union with thofe with whom 
our iia{:|iieft days were fpent ; whofe joys 
and ixkt^^ once ^ere ourb^ and from 
whom, ifter We fhall have hnded on thte 
peacefrii fhore where they dwells no revo- 
lutions of tiature fhall ever be able to part 
us more !— =-Such is the fociety of Hxe bleffed 
above. Of fuch are the multitude eom- 
pofisd who fiand bif)re the thrme. us 
now obferve, 

11. Th at this is not bnly a bleffed but a 
numerous focietyv I* is isdled xmdtitude^ 
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^ a grrdt fhult'Uude which ni 

^ mm xpuld number. Thcfe exprellions convey 
the moft enlarged views of the kingdom 
of glory. Difmay not yourfelves with thef 
apptehenfion of heavtn being a confined 
and ftlmoft itiacceffible fdgion, into which 
it is barely poffible for H fmall handful to 
gam admiffiod) after making theii* efcape 
from the general wreck of the human 
race* In my Fathers houfe^ faid our Sa*- 
viour, there are many manjionsi ^ That city 
of the living God towards which ybu profefs 
to bend your courfe, is prepared for the 
reception of citizens innumerable. It al- 
ready abounds with inhabitants j knd more 
and more ihall be added to it, until the end 
of time. Whatever difficulties there are 
in the way which leads to it, they have been 
often furmounted. The path, though nir*. 
row, is neither impaflable, nor untrodden. 
Though the gate ftands not fo wide as that 
which opens into hell, yet through the nar- 
row gate multitudes have entered, and been 
crowned. 

It is much to be lamented, that, among all 
denominations of Chsiftians, the unchari-^ 
8 , table 
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table fpirit has prevailed of unwarrantably S 
circumfcribing the terms of divine grace 
within a narrow circle of their own draw- 
ing. The one half of the Chriftian world 
has often doomed the other^ without mercy, 
to eternal perdition. Without the pale of 
that church to which each fe£t belongs, they 
feem to hold it impoffible for falvation to be 
attained. But is this the genuine fpirit of 
tbfe Gofpel ? Can a Chriftian believe thia 
effects of the fuflferings of Chrift to be no 
greater than thefe ? For this did the Son of 
God defcend from the higheft heavens, and 
pour out his foul unto the death, that only 
a few, who adopt the fame modes of 
expreffion, and join in the fame forms of 
worfliip with us, might be brought to the 
kingdom of heaven ? Is this all the deli-* 
ver^nce be has wrought upon the earth ? He 
was with child; he was in pain ; and fliall 
he not fee of the travail of his fouly and he; 
fatisfed ? Surely, the Scripture has giveft 
us full ground to conclude, that the trophies 
of our Redeemer s grace fhall correfpond to 
the greatne^ of his power. The Captain of 
Vol. IL S wr 
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our falvation Jball bring many Jons with 
bimfdf to glory. The pkafure of the Lord 
Jball pro/per in bis band. He Jball fee bis 
feed ; He Jball jufiijy many. Men Jball be 
blejfed in bim^ and all nations Jball call bim 
bleJJed. For our farther encouragement, let 
us obferve, 

III. That the heavenly fociety is repre-^* 
iented in the text, as gathered out of all the 
varieties of the human race. Thiis is inti- 
mated by the remarkable exprefSons of a 
multitude which no man could number ^ of att 
nations and kindreds and people and totigues i 
as if defigned on purpofe to corred our 
narrow notions of the extent and p6wer of 
divine grace. They whom diftant feas and 
regions now divide, whofe languages and 
manners are at prefent ftrange to one an^ 
other, fliall then mingle in the fariie afleih- 
bly. No lituation is fo remote, ahd no 
ftation fo unfavdurahle, as to piieclude accefs 
to the heavenly felicity. A road is opened 
by the Divine Spirit to thofe blifsful habi- 
tations, from all corners ^ the e«th, a)id 

. ftbm 
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from all conditions of human life ; from s B R M. 
the peopled city, and from the folitary dc- ^ ^ ' / 
fert ; from the cottages of the poor, and 
from the palaces of kings ; from the dwell- 
ings of ignorance and fimplidty^ and from 
the regions of fcicncc and improvements 
Tbey Jball come^ fays our bleffed Lord hicft- 
felf, from the eajl and from the iloeji^ front 
the north and from the foutb^ and ft down tri 
the kingdom of God ^. 

Such difcoveries fefve both to enlarge our 
conceptions of the extesnt of divine good- 
nefs, and to remove thofe fears which are 
ready to arife from particular fituations in 
life. Were you permitted to draw afide the 
veil, and to view that diverfificd affembly 
of the blefled who furround the throne^ you 
would behold among them numbers who 
have overcome the fame difficulties which 
encounter you, and which you dread as 
infuperable. You would behold there, the 
uninftruded, with whom an upright inten- 
tion fupplied the place of knowledge j the 

* Luke, xiii. 29. 

S a feeble. 



Digitized by 



±66 On the Happine/s 

SE^RM, feeble, whom divine grace had ftrength-* 
C.-^-L_f ened ; and the mifled, whom it had brought 
back into the right path. You would be- 
hold the young who had furmounted the 
allurements of youthful pleafure, and the 
old who had borne the diftrefles of age with 
tindecayed conftancy; marly whom want 
Could not tempt to difhonefty, many whom 
riches did not feduce into pride or impiety; 
many who, in the moft difficult and enfnai'- 
ing circumftances, in the midft of camps 
and armies and corrupted courts, had pre- 
ferved unfullied integrity. In a word, from 
all kindreds and people;^ that is, from all 
tanks of life, and all tribes of men, even 
from among publicans and Jinners^ you 
. would behold thofe whom divine affiftance 
had condudled to future glory. — ^And is 
not the fame affiftance, .in its full extent, 
offered alfo to us? Encompaffed, while 
we run the Chriftian race, with this cloud of 
yoitnejfes who have finiffied their courfe 
with fuccefs ; animated, while fight the 
good, fight y with the fliouts of thofe who 
have tjvercome and are crowned, ihall de- 

fpair 
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fpair enervate or deje£t our minds ? FroiA S E R M. 
the happy multitude above, there iflues a ^ ■ J- . j 
voice w^hich ought to found perpetually in 
the ear of faith. Be ye faithful unto the 
deaths and ye lhall receive the crown of life; 
Be Jlrong in the Lord and in the power of 
bis might ; Be followers of us who through 
faith and patience are now inheriting thi 
promifesn Confider, 

ly. The defcription given in the text 
of the happinefs and glory of the heavenly 
fociety. They were beheld by the apoftle 
Jlanding before the throne^ and before the 
iMmb^ clothed with white robes ^ and palms 
in their bands* All that thefe palms and 
^hite robes import, it is not given us now 
to underftand. We know that among all 
nations they have been ufed as enfigns of joy 
and vidory ; and are undoubtedly employed 
here to reprefent that diftinguiflied felicity 
and honour to which human nature fl|all be 
then advanced. But we muft be endowed 
with the faculties of the bleffed, \vi order to 
comprehend their employments and plean 
S 3 fpresj 
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S E R M. furcs } and therefore on this part of the 
>^ . fubjed I (hall not attempt to enlarge. The 
filence of humble and refpeftful hope bet- 
ter becomes us than tlie indulgence of thofe 
jExcurfions of fancy, which degrade the fub-- 
je(Sl they endeavour to exalt. 

One circumftance only cannot fail to at- 
iv2i€t particular attention ; that the blcfled 
are here defcribcd as Jianding before the 
throne and before the Lamb; that is, enjoy- 
ing the immediate prefence of the great 
Creator, and of the merciful Redeemer of 
the world. The unhappy diftance at which 
we are now removed from God, is the 
fource of all our woes. Thofe territories 
which we inhabit, are not His abode. They 
are regions of exile. They are the dwell- 
ings of a fallen race ; and are condemned 
to be invefted with cl&uds and darknefs. 
flere, God ftandeth afar ofE In vain we 
often purfue his prefence through his works, 
his ways, and his religious inftitijtions. He 
is faid to be a God that bidetb hlmfelf. He 
dwelleth^ as to us, in the fecret place of 
fbunfler. Hf boldetb ba(k the face of bis 

throne^ 
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throne^ and fpreadetb a^thick cloud upon it. S £ R M. 
The mfinifeftation of his prefence fliall be . ^ 
the fignal for the rei^ovation of all thiugs. 
When that 9un of rigbteoufnefs breaks forth 
&om the cloud which now conceals him, 
forrQw and An, and every evil thing, fliall 
fly ^way before the brightnefs of his face. . 
For neither guilt nor mifery can remain 
where God dwells. As the rifing of the 
furi transfqrms at once the face of nature, 
and converts the whole extent of fpace, 
over which his beams are fpread^ into a 
region of light, fo ihall the divine prefence, 
as fopn as }t is revealed, diffufe univerfal 
blifs over all who behold it. It imports 
fullnefs of joy^ and pleafure for evermore. 
The infpired writer of this book thus de- 
fcribes its effeCls: There Jball be no more 
deaths neither farrow^ nor crying ^ nor pain ; 
for the former things are paffed away. He 
that fat upon the throne faid^ Behold I make 
all things new. They Jhall hunger no more^ 
neither fhirft any more. But the Lamb 
which is in the midf of the throne Jhall feed 
them^ and /ball lead them unto living foun-- 
S tains 
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S E R m/ tain^ of water* God Jball wipe away all 
tears from tbetr eyes. But, defcending from 
this too fublime theme, let us 

V. Turn our attention to a circumftance 
in the ftate of future happinefs, more com- 
menfurate to our prefent conceptions, which 
is fuggefted by the commentary upon the 
words of the text given in the fequel of 
the chapter. And one of the elders anfwered^ 
faying unto me^ What are thefe which are ar-^ 
rayed in white robes ; and whence came they f 
And If aid untohim^ Sir^ thouknowejl. And 
he f aid unto me y Thefe are they which came 
out of great tribulation"^ . This explanatory 
circumftance may relate partiiularly to the 
cafe of thofe primitive fufferers, who en- 
dured fevere perfecution in the caufe of the 
gofpel. But, in general, it prefcnts this na- 
tural and beautiful view of the future feli- 
city of good men, that it is their reft from 
the troubles and toils of life. For, to all, 
even to the happieft, human life is tribula- 
Hon and confliiSt No man is thoroughly 

♦ R^v.viii. I3ji 14, 
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at eafe in his condition. Purfuits fucceed* 8 e^r Mv 
ing to purfuits keep us in conftant agitation; * ^* _j 
while frequent returns of difappointment 
break our plans, and opprefs our fpirits.— 
fatigued by fuch a variety of toils, mankind 
have ever looked forward to reft as their fa^ 
vourite objea. Throughout all their ranks, 
from the higheft to the loweft, they are in 
perpetual chace of it; and it perpetually 
flies before them. It is an obje£t which 
here they are doomed always to feek, and 
iiever to enjoy. 

The nature and laws of our prefent ftate 
?idmit not the gratification of this favourite 
wifli* For, befides the neceffity of trouble in 
order to fulfil the *f)urpofes of difcipline and 
improvement, our very happinefs, fuch as it 
is in this world, requires a circulation of la- 
bours. Our enjoyment confifts in purfuit, 
not in attainment. Attainment is with us, 
for moft part, the grave of pleafure. Had 
we no object to excite frefli adtivity, ^nd to 
impel us to new toils, human life would 
fjuickly ftagnate in melancholy indolence. 

a At 
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s ^j^^' ^^^^ ^^^^ current of all our 

^* _f wiflxes tends to repofe. Imaginary forms 
float inceflantly before our view, of the hapr 
pinefe which is to be enjoyed in reft : And 
from this conflid between our wifhes on the 
one hand, and our a£tual fituation on the 
other, arife much of the difquiet, and much 
of the infelicity, of human life. It is only 
In heaven that the tranquil repofe, which on 
earth is no more than a pleafmg phantom, 
(hall be fully realized. There, remainetb at 
laft a reft for the people ofGoJ^di from the 
difturbance of paffion, the vinitjrof purfuit, 
iand the vexation of difapjipintmentj reft 
from all the fins and the fofrows of this 
mjferable world ; reft, which lhall not be 
merely an indolent ceffation fronjt la|>ttur^ 
but ^ full and fatisfying enjoyment. -iGood 
men Jljall reji from their labours^ anit their 
works Jhall follow them. They hx^e^xome 
QUt of great tribulation* They have fulfilled, 
with honour, their appointed courfe of triaL 
They have fat down in the feat of the Con- 
queror ; and of paft labours nothing remains 
- but 
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but the pie^tfingreview, and the happy fruits, S E R M. 
There is ftjU to be confidered^ 

VJ. One very mateHal circumftance, der 
fcriptive both of the charader, and of the 
happinefs, of thofe who enjoy the heavenly 
jblifs. Not only have they come cut of great 
tribulatiofiyhut^ as the Spirit of God adds in 
explaining the text, they have wajbed their 
robes^ and made them white in the blood of 
the Lfimb Two things are here fuggefted j 
the fandlity of the blefle4> and the mean? 
hy ^hich it is attained, 

Firft, Their fandtity or purity is emblema- ^ 
tically defcribed, by their being clothed in 
robes which are wajhed and made white. 
la order to qualify human nature for the 
enjoyment of fuch happinefs as I have en- 
de^i^^oured to defcribe, it mud undergo 
ch^uge fo great, as to receive in Scripture 
the appellation of a new birth; a change to 
which all the inftitutions of religion, and 
all the operations of grace, contribute in thi§ 
life, but which is not completed till the next. 

» Retr.viii. 14. 

6 In 
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SE R M. In this fandlity, or regeneration, confifts not 
\_,^- , ^ only the neceflary preparations for future 
felicity, but, which is not fo commonly at- 
tended to, confifts an eflential part of that 
felicity itfelf. For whence arifes the mi- 
fery of this prefent world ? It is not owing 
to our cloudy atmofphere, our changing fea- 
fons, and inclement fkics. It is not owing 
to the debility of our bodies, or to the un- 
equal diftribution of the goods of fortune, 
Amidft all difad vantages of this kind, a pure, 
a ftedfaft, and enlightened mind, poflelfed 
of exalted virtue, could enjoy itfelf in peace, 
and fmile at the impotent afFaults of fortune 
and the elements. It is within ourfelvea 
that mifery has fixed its feat. Our difor-^ 
der^d hearts, our guilty paflions, our vio- 
lent prejudices, and mifplaced defires, are 
the inftruments of the torment which we 
endure. Thefe fharpen the darts which 
adverfity would otherwife poipt in vain 
againft us. Thefe are the vials of wrath 
which pour forth plagues on the inhabitanta 
of the earth; and make the dwellings of 
nations become the abode? of woe. Thence 

difconteat 
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difcontent and remorfe gnaw the hearts bf S E feivf. 
Individuals. Thence fociety is torn by open 
violence, or undermined by fecret treachery; 
and man is transfotmed into a favage to 
man. 

But fuppofe fm to be baniflied from the 
world ; fuppofe perfed purity and charity 
to defcend from heaven, and to animate 
every human breaft; and you would be- 
hold the prefent habitation of men changed 
into the paradife of God. The undifturbed 
enjoyment of a holy mind, and of a blifsful 
union with one another, would fcarcely al- 
low us to feel thofe external evils, of which 
we now fp loudly complain. All nature 
would afTume a different appearance around 
us. That golden age which was fo long 
the fubje£t of the philofopher^s dream, and 
of the poet's fpng, would in fa<9: take place. 
According to the beautiful language of an- 
cient prophecy, fprings ivould then rife In 
the defert^ and rivers be opened in the tbirfy 
land. T^he wildernefs and the folitary place 
nvould be glad. The wolf would dwell with 
the lamb^ and the leopard lie down with the 

kid. 
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, • ' ' ■* 

kid. yudgment would dwell in the wildef-* 

nefs^ and rigbteoufnefs remain in the fruitful 
feld. The defert would rejoice^ and blojfom 

as the rofe. ^If fuch, even in this world, 

would be the effects of innocence ami vir- 
tue completely reftored, how much greater 
muftthey be in that new eat^tb^ and tbofe new 
heavens^ where reditude of nature lhall be 
combined with every clrcumftance of ex- 
ternal felicity ? It is the prefent impcrfe<3: 
ftate of human virtue that hinders us from 
conceiving fully the influence of rigbteouf- 
nefs upon happinefs. The robes in vvhich 
the beft men are now clothed, to ufe the 
language of the text, are fuUied with fo 
many ftains, as to convey no adequate idea 
of the original beauty which belongs to the 
garb of rigbteoufnefs. But when thefe 
ftains fliall be wafhed away, when thefe 
robes fhall be made perfedlly white and 
pure, a luftrc will flow from them, of which 
we can, as yet, form no conception. 

But how are the robes of the bleflfed thus 
wafhed? Whence is derived that fpotlefs 
purity in which they are arrayed ? The 

Spirit 
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Spirit of God hath anfwered us, Jrom the s£Rm« 
Hood of the Lamb ; leading our thought$ to 
that high difpenfation of mercy, to which 
the faints above owe their eftablifhment, 
firft in grace, and then in glory. From 
that blood which was Jhed for the remijfton 
of Jins^ flow both the atonement of human 
guilt, and the regeneration of human na- 
ture. Human nature had fallen too low to 
be capable of retrieving itfelf. It could not 
regain its primitive innocence, and ftill lefc 
was capable of raifmg itfelf fo high in the 
Icate -of exiftence as to mingle with angels. 
W6 had neither fufiicient knowledge to dif- 
cover, riot virtue to merit, nor ability to 
qualify ourfelves for enjoying, celeftial glory. 
Heaven muft have been either covered from 
our view by perpetual darknefs, or only 
beheld firoto afar as m inacceffible region, 
if Chrift had not interpofed to open for us a 
peiJu and living way within the veil. The 
obligations which his generous undertaking 
has conferred upon thehuman race, will tend 
highly to increafe the felicity of the ble^^ed. 
The fenfe of being diftinguifhed by fo il- 

luftrious 
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s E R M. luftnous a bcnefa£tor, and the dbrrelpotid- 
iiig returns of gratitude arid love to him, 
form fome of the moft pleafing of thofe 
emotidns which fhall continue to delight 
them through all eternity. 

From thofe views of a ftate of future 
happinefs which the text has fuggeftcd, va- 
rious inftru£tions relating to life and prac- 
tice naturally arife. We are taught to redify 
our notions of felicity; to look for it, not 
in what is external, but in what relates to 
the mind and heart ; in good difpofitions 
and a purified foul ; in unity and friendfliip 
with one another, and in the divine pre- 
fence and favour. If fuch things form the 
principal articles of ft|ture bjjks, they cannot 
but be eflential to our happinefs in the more 
early periods of exiftence; and he who 
feeks his chief enjoyment from an oppofita 
quarter, errs widely from the path which 
condudts to felicity. 

We are farther taught whence to derive 
conftancy and perfeverance, amidft the pre- 
fent difcouragements of avirtuous lifc# la 

this 
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• this world, we often behold good men de- S E^R M. 
prefled, and the wicked profpering around v,' -^-.^ 
us^ Our beft deeds meet with unjuft re- 
turns from an ungrateful world. Sincerity 
IS over-reached by craft, and innocence falls 
a vidtim to power. But let us not on fuch 
occafions fay within ourfelves, tSat in vain 
we have cleanfed out hearts^ and wajloed our 
hands in innocency. Let ,us reft on the af- 
iijrance, that thefe diforders extend not far 
in the kingdom of God. They afFe£l only 
the firft ftage of exiftence. They relate to 
difcipline and trial, which will foon be 
finiflied. In that permanent ftate which is 
about to open, a new and better order of 
things (hall arife. When dejedled with the 
evils of life, let us look upward to that happy 
multitude who have come out of great tribula^ 
tiouj and now fand before the throne. Un- 
til the day arrive which fliall join us to that 
bleffed alfembly, let us (hew ourfelves wor- 
thy of the hope that is before us, by fup- 
porting, with a conftant mind, the trials of 
our fidelity. Be patient-; Jtablijhyour hearts. 
The coming of the Lord drawetb nigh. 

Vol. IL T From 
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SE^RM. From the profpcdts which the text ha# 
i_ ^ afforded^ we may likewife learn what the 
fpirit is which fhould regulate our life. 
Sandlity of condudt, dignity of charader, 
elevation of affedlions, become thofe who 
expeCk to mingle with angels^ and fplrits of 
juji men made perfe5l. I mean not that fuch 
profpefts fhould carry away our wln^e at- 
tention from the prefent world, where un- 
doubtedly lies the chief fcene of human ac- 
tion, and human duty. But while we aft 
as inhabitants of the earthy we ought at the 
fame time fo to rememSer our conne<9ionr 
with a Ifetter world, as not to debafe our- 
Ifelves with what is mean, not to defile our-* 
felves with what is impure, not to entangle 
ourfelves among what is enfnaring, in the 
prefent ftate. Let neither its advantages 
elate, nor its difappointments deje£t us; 
but with an equal fpirit, with a mind full 
of immortality, let us pafs through all the 
changes of this mortal life. 
* Finally, let the difcoveries of future hap-* 
pinefs infpire us with fuitable gratitude to 
God and Chriftj to the eternal Father, who 
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ongiaally decreed- fuch rewards for thie S e^r m. 
righteoiis j arid to the Sob, who ads xr\ the s- '-yUi 
high chara£ker of the Ddfpeiafcr of the divii^e 
mercies^ and the great Reflx)rer of the fallen 
race of mea. Partkuiarly, when approach- 
iag to God in folemn ads of devotion, fuch 
as we are at this day to perform, let gratitude . 
he alive and ardent in our heart. The com- 
memoration of our Saviour's death is in a 
high degree fuited to awaken every emotion 
of tendernefs and love. It brings before us, 
under one view, all the obligations which 
we lie under to this great benefador of man- 
kind. When juft ready to fuffer for our 
fake, he inftituted this holy facrament, and 
faid. Do this in remembrance of me. — ^Whom, 
O blefled Jefus ! fhall we ever remember, if 
we are capable of forgetting Thee ? Thee, 
to whom we owe the forgivenefs of fin, and 
the reftorationof divine favour; our vidory 
over death, and our hope of life eternal ! 
Thou haft enlarged our views beyond thdfe 
territories of diforders and darknefs. Thou 
haft difcovered to us the city of the living 
God. Thou fetteft open the gates of that 
T a new 



Digitized by 



On the Happinefs of a Future State. 

**• newyerufalem; and leadeft us into the path 
of life. Thou from age to age gathered out 
of every nation^ and kindred^ and people ^ that 
multitude wbieb ftand before the throne. Thou 
bringeft them out of great tribulation. Thine 
are the white robes with which they are inr 
veiled; thine, the palms they bear; 

and by Thee they are placed under the light 
cf the divine countenance for eTer« 
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On candour, 



I (JIORINTH. Xiil. 5. 

Charity^tbinketb no evil. 

RELIGION and Government are the 
two great foundations of order and 
comfort among mankind. Government re- 
drains the outrages and crimes which would 
be fubverfive of fociety, fecures the pro- 
perty, and defends the lives of its fubjeds. 
But the defedt of government is, that hu- 
man laws can extend nd farther than to the 
aftions of men. Though they protect us 
from external violence, they leave us open 
on different fides to be wounded. By the 
vices which prevail in fociety, our tran- 
T 3 quillity 
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• quillity may be difturbed, and our lives in 
I various ways embittered, while government 
can give us no redrefs. Religion fupplies 
the infufficiency of law, by ftriking at the 
root of thofe diforders which occafion fo 
much mifery in the world. Its profeffed 
fcope is to regulate, not adtions alone, but 
the temper and inclinations. By this means 
it afcends to the fources of condufk; and 
very ineffectual would the wifeft fyftem of 
legiflation prove for the happinefs of man- 
kind, if it did not derive aid from religion, 
in foftening the difpofitions pf men, and 
checking many of thofe evil pafEons to which 
the influence of law cannot poflibly reach. 

We arc led to this reflexion by the de- 
fcription given in the context of charity, 
that great principle in the Chriflian fyftem* 
The Apoftle places it in a variety of lights, 
and under each of th^ explains its opera- 
tion by its internal efieds; not by the adions 
to which it gives rife, but by the <lifpofitioTis 
which it produces in the heart. He juftly 
fuppofes, that if the temper be duly regu-^ 
lated, propriety of aftion will follow, and 

good 
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good order take place in external behaviour. S E R M. 
Of thofe chara<9:ers of charity I have chofen ^ . _ _j 
one for the fubj^dt of this difcourfe, which 
leads to the conlideration of a virtue highly 
important to us, both as Chriftians, and as 
members of fociety. I fhall endeavour, firft, 
to explain the temper here pointed out, by 
fhewing wrhat this defcription of charity im- 
ports, that // thinktth no evil; and then to 
recommend fuch a difpofition, and to dif- 
play the bad effeiSs of an oppofite turn of 
inind« 

I. Let us confider what this defcription 
of charity imports. You will cafily perceive 
that the expreffion in the text is not to be 
underftood in a fenfe altogether unlimited ; 
as if there were no occafion on which we 
are to think unfavourably of others. To 
view all the adions of men with the fame 
degree of complacency, would be contrary 
both to common underftanding, and to 
many exprefs precepts of religion. In a 
world where fo much depravity abounds, 
were we to think and fpeak equally well of 
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all, we muft either be infenfible of the dif- 
tin£tion between right and wrong, or be 
indifferent to that diftintlion when we per- 
ceived it. Religion renders it our duty to 
abhor that which is evil; and, on many oc- 
cafions, to exprefs our indignation openly 
againft it. But the Apoftle, with great pro- 
priety, defcribes the temper which he is re- 
commending in fuch ftrong and general 
terms, as might guard us againft that ex- 
treme to which we are naturally moft prone, 
of rafh and unjuft fufpicion. The virtue 
which he nieans to inculcate is that .which 
is known by the name of Candour j a vir- 
tue, which, as foon as it is mentioned, 
every one will acknowledge to be effential 
to the charader of a worthy man ; a virtue 
which we feldora fail of afcribing to any 
perfon whom we feek to recommend to the 
cfteem of others ; but which, I am afraid, 
when we examine our own condudt in a 
religious view, is fcldom the fubje£t of in- 
quiry. 

It is neceflary to obferve, that true can- 
dour is altogether different from that guard- 
ed, 
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ed, inoffenfive language, and that ftudied 5 P R 
opennefs of behaviour, which we lo ire-^ s v ^ 
quently meet with among men of the world. 
Smiling very often, is the afpe<f]t, and 
fmooth are the words, of thofe who in- 
wardly are the moft ready to think evil of 
others. That Candour which is a Chriftian 
virtue, confifts, not in fairnefs of fpeech, 
but in fairnefs of heart. It may want the 
biandifhment of external courtefy, but fup- 
plies its place with humane and generous 
liberality of fefltiment. Its manners are 
unaffe(9:ed, and its profeffions cordial. 
Exempt, on one hand, from the dark jea- 
loufy of a fufpicious mind; it is no lefs 
removed, oh the other, from that eafy cre- 
dulity which is impofed on by every fpe- 
cipus pretence. It is perfedlly confiftent 
with extenfivc knowledge of the world, 
and with due attention to our own fafety. 
In that various intercourfe which we arc 
obliged to carry on with perfons of every 
different character, fufpicion, to a certain 
degree, is a neceffary guard. It is only 
when it exceeds the bounds of prudent cau- 
tion. 
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tion, that it degenerates into vice. There 
^ is a proper mean between undiftinguifhing 
credulity, and univerfal jealoufy, which a 
found underftanding difcems, and which the 
man of candour ftudies to preferve. 

He makes allowance for the mixture of 
evil with good, which is to be found in every 
human character. He expe<3:s none to be 
faultlefs ; and he is unwilling to believe that 
there is any without feme commendable 
quality. In the midft of many defeats, he 
can difcover a virtue. Under the influence 
ofperfonal refentment, he can be juft to the 
merit of an enemy. He never lends an open 
ear to thofe defamatory reports and dark 
fuggeftions, which, among the tribes of 
the cenforious, circulate with fo much ra- 
pidity, and meet with fuch ready acceptance. 
He is not hafty to judge, and he requires 
full evidence before he will condemn. As 
long as an action can be afcribed to different 
motives, he holds it as no mark of fagacity 
to impute it always to the w^orft. Where 
there is juft ground for doubt, he keeps his 
judgment undecided j and, during the pe- 
6 riod 
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riod of fufpenfe, leans to the moft chari^ SEkM. 
table conftruftion which an adion can bean ^ J-. ^ 
When he muft condemn, he condemns with 
regret ; and without thofe aggravations 
which the feverity of others adds to the 
crime. He liftens calmly to the apology 
of the offender, and readily admits every 
extenuating circumftance which equity can 
fuggeft. How much foever he may blame 
the principles of any fe£t or party, he ne- 
ver confounds, under one general cerifure^ 
all who belong to that party or fed. He 
charges them not with fuch confequences 
of their tenets, as they.refufe and difavow* 
From one wrong opinion, he does not infer 
the fubverfion of all found principles ; nor, 
from one bad adion, conclude that alt re- 
gard to confcience is overthrown. When 
he beholds the mote in hh brother s eye^ he 
remembers the beam in his own. He com- 
miferates human frailty; and judges of 
others according to the principles by which 
he would think it reafonable that they 
ihould judge of him. In a word, he views 
jnen and adions in the clear funftiine of 

charity 



Digitized by 



On Canaour. 

charity and good-nature ; and not In that 
dark and fullen fliade which jealoufy an4 
party-fpirit throw over all charadters^ 
Such being in general the fpirit of that 
charity which tbinketb no evil^ I proceed, 

II. To recommend, by various argu-» 
ments, this important branch of Chriftiati 
virtue. 

Let us begin with obferving what a ne- 
ceflary requifite it is to the proper difcharge 
of all the focial duties. I need not Ipend 
time in fliowing that thefe hold a very 
high rank in the Chriftian fyftem. The 
encomium which the Apoft]e in this chap- 
ter beftows upon charity, is alone fufficient 
to prove it. He places this grace at the 
head of all the gifts and endowments, which 
can be poflefTed by man : and afTures us, 
that though we had all faith fo that we 
cQiild remove mountains^ yet if we be defti- 
tute of charity, // will profit us nothing. 
Accordingly, love^ gentlenefs^ meeknefs^ and 
long-fufferiiig^ are enumerated as diftin- 
^\^\m^frtnts of the fpirit of Chrift But 

* Galat, V. 22, 23. 
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It Is Impoffible for fuch virtues as thefe td ^ 
find place in a breaft, where the propcnfity l-i,^p^i^i 
to think evil of others is predominant* 
Charitable and candid thoughts of men are 
the neceffary introdud:ion to all good-will 
and kindnefs. They form, if we may 
Ipeak fo, the only climate in which love 
can grow up and flourifli. A fufpicious 
temper checks in the bud every kind affec- 
tion. It hardens the heart, and eftranges 
man from man. What friendfliip or gra- 
titude can you expeft from him, who views 
all your condudl; with diftruftful eyes, and 
^fcribes every benefit you confer to artifice 
and ftratagem? The utmoft which you 
can hope from one of this charader, is 
juftice in his dealings ; nor even that can 
you be aflured of ; as the fufpicions to which 
he is a prey will afford him frequent pre- 
texts for departing from truth, and for de- 
fending bimfelf with the fame arms which 
he conceives to be employed againft him. 
Unhappy will they be who are joined with 
him by any clofe connexion; expofed to 
every malignant fufpicion which arifcs in 

his 
• 
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^ ^x.^* mind, and to every unjuft fuggcft- 

lon which the malice of others may inli- 
nuate againft them. That ftore ofpoifon 
Vhich is collected within him, frequently 
throws out its venom on all who are within 
its reach. As a companion, he will be fe-* 
vere and fatirical ; as a friend, captious and 
dangerous; in his domeftic fphere, harfli, 
jealous, and irafcible ; in his civil capacity, 
feditious and turbulent, prone to impute 
the condud: of his fuperiours to improper 
motives, and upon loofe information to con- 
demn their conduct. 

The contrary of all this may be i^xpeded 
from a candid temper. What-evei: is ami- 
able in manners, or ufeful in fociety, na- 
turally and eafily ingrafts itfelf upon .it. 
Gentlenefs, humanity, and compaffion flow 
from it as their native fpring. Open and 
cheerful in itfelf, it difFufes cheerfulnefs and 
good-humour over all •who* are under its 
influence. It is the chief ground of mu* 
tual confidence and umou among men. 
It prevents thole animofities from arifing^ 
which are the' offspring of grotjndlefs pre^ 

judice; 
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ju<Kce ; or, by its benign interpofition, al- ^ E R M, 



it tempers juftice with lenity. Among 
fubjedls it promotes good order and fub- 
miflion. It connefts humanity with piety. 
For he who is- not given to think evil of his 
fellow-creatures, will not be ready to cen- 
fure the difpenfations of his Creator, Where- 
as the fame turn of mind which renders one 
jealous and unjuft towards men, will incline 
him to be querulous and impious towards 



Ik the fecond place, as a fufpicious, un- 
charitable fpirit is inconfiftent with • all 
fo'cial virtue and happinefs, fo, in itfelf, 
it is unreftfonable and unjuft. In order to 
form found opinions concerning charaders 
and adlions, two things are efpecially re- 
quilite, information and impartiality. But 
fach as are moft forward to deci4e unfa- 
vaurably, are commonly deftitute of both. 
Inftead of pofleffing, or even requiring^ full 
information, the grounds on which they 
proceed are frequently tjhe moft Hight and 



lays them when arifen. 




God. 
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SE^Nf. frivolous. A tale, perhap.^, which the idle 
i-i^iy^ have invented, the inquifitive have liftened 
to, and the credulous have propagated ; or 
a real incident which rumour, in carrying 
it along, has exaggerated and difguifed, 
fupplies them with materials of confident 
aflertion, and decifive judgment From an 
aSion they prefently look into the heart, 
and infer the motive. This fuppofed mo- 
tive they conclude to be the ruling prin- 
ciple ; and pronounce at once, concerning 
the whole charader. 

Nothing can be more contrary bojth to 
equity and to found reafon, than fuch pre- 
cipitate judgments. Any man who attends 
to what pafTes within himfelf, may eafily 
difcern what a complicated fyftem the hu- 
man charader is, and what a variety of 
circumftances muft be taken into the ac- 
count, in order to eftimate it truly. No 
fmgle inftance of condud whatever, is fuf- 
ficient to determine it. As from one wor- 
thy action, it were credulity, not charity, 
to conclude a perfon to be free from alt 
vice; fo from one which is cenfurable, it 
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b perfedly unjuft to infer that the authot s 
of it is without confcience, atid without 
merit* Did you know all the attending cir- 
cumftances, it might appear in an excufable 
light ; nay, perhaps^ under a commendable 
form. The motives of the a£tor may have 
been entirely different from thofe which 
you afcribe to him ; ar^d where you fuppofe 
him impelled by bad defign^ hd may have 
been prompted by confcience and miftakea 
principle* Admitting the a£tion to have 
been in every view criminal, he may have 
been hurried into it through inadvertency 
and furprife. He may hav6 firicerely re- 
pented; and the virtuous principle may 
have now regained its full vigour. Perhaps 
this was the corner of frailty ; the quarter 
on which he lay open to the incurfions of 
temptation ; while the other avenues of his 
heart were firmly guarded by confcience. 

No error is more palpable than to look 
for uniformity from human nature; though 
it is commonly on the fuppofition of it that 
our general conclufions concerning charader 
are formed. Mankind are confiilent neither 

Vol. II. U ia 
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in good, nor in evil. In the prefent ftate 
of frailty, all is mixed and blended. The 
ftrongeft contrarieties of piety and hypo- 
crify, of generofity and avarice, of truth 
and duplicity, often meet in one charader. 
The pureft human virtue is confident with 
fome vice ; and in the midft of much vice 
and diforder, amiable, nay remediable, qua- 
lities may be found. There are few cafes 
In which we have ground to conclude that 
all goodnefs is loft. At the bottom of the 
charader there may lie fome fparks of piety 
and virtue, fupprefled, but not extinguifh- 
ed ; which, kept alive by the breath of hea- 
ven, a;jd gathering ftrength in fecret from 
reflexion, may, on the firft favourable 
opening which is afforded them, be ready 
to break forth with fplendour and force. — 
Placed, then, in a fltuation of fo much un- 
certainty and darknefs, where our know- 
ledge of the hearts and characters of men is 
fo limited, and our judgments concerning 
them are fo apt to err, what a continual 
call dp we receive either to fufpend our 
judgment, or to give it on the favburable 

fide ? 
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ifide ? e^ecuUy when we confij3er that, as s E R m. 
through imperfeft information we .are uiv v J ^ 
qualified for deciding foundly, fo through 
' w^nt of impartiality we are often tempted 
to decide wrong. How much this enforces 
the argumeat for candpur, will appear by 
coafidering, 

Ijs[ the third place, what tb(e iburee^ are 
<)f thofe fev^ire and uncharitable .qpipipn^ 
wjiich we are fo rea.dy to fpriji. Were ^)ie 
mind altogether free from prqp^jQTipn an^ 
.bias, it might avail itfelf to .nj.o^e advan- 
tage of the fcanty knowledge which it ppf- 
iefles. But this is fo far from bieii^g .tht 
cafe^ that on evjery fide we arc ^ncilmbered 
with prejudices, and warped, by palfipns, 
which exert their influence in nothing ^wpi*^ 
tha,n . in Jefiding us po think ^vil of othersu 
At all times we are juftly laid to Jee ihroi^h 
:^ darkly; but paffioa awd prejudice, 

looking through a glafs whicii diftoxts th^ 
.form of tlje objects, make iis alfpiee falfely. 

It is one of the misfortunes of ojir prefent 
fituation, that fome of the good difpofitions 
U 2 of 
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s E R M. of human nature are apt to betray us into 
x_ -„ f frailties and vices. Thus it often happens^ 
that the laudable attachment which we 
contraft to the country, or the church, to 
which we belong, or to fome political de- 
nomination under which we clafs ourfelves, 
both confines our aflfe£tions within too nar- 
row a fphere, and gives rife to violent 
prejudices againft fuch as come under an 
oppofite defcription. Not contented with 
being in the right ourfelves, we muft find 
all others in the wrong. We claim an ex- 
clufive polfeflion of goodnefs and wifdom ; 
and from approving warmly of thofe who 
join us, we proceed to condemn, with much 
acrimony, not only the principles, but the 
chara£lers of thofe from whom we differ. 
Hence perfons of well-difpdfed minds are 
too often, through the ftrength of partial 
good afiedion, involved in the crime of 
uncharitable judgment. They rafhly extend 
to every individual the fevere opinion 
which they have unwarrantably conceived 
of a whole body. — ^This man is of a party 
whofe principles we reckon flavifh; and 

therefore 
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That man belongs to a religious fcft, which v 
we are accuftomed to deem bigoted ; and 
therefore he is incapable of any generous 
or liberal thought. Another is conneded 
with a fedt, which we have been taught to' 
account relaxed; and therefore he can have 
no fandity.— Are thcfe the judgments of 
candour and charity ? Is true piety pr 
virtue fo very limited in its nature, as to be 
confined to fuch alone as fee every thing 
with our eyes, and follow exadly the train 
of pur ideas? Was there ever any great 
community fo corrupt as not to include 
within it individuals of real worth ? 

Befides prepofleflionsof this nature, whiqh 
fometimes miflead the honeft mind, there 
are other, and much more culpable caufes 
of uncharitable judgment. Pride is hurt 
and wounded by every excellence in which 
;it can claim no fhare j and from eagemefs 
to difcover a blemifh, refts upon the flighteft 
appearance of one, as a fatisfying proof. 
When rivalry and competition concur with 
pride, our defire to efpy defers incVeafes, 
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s E R M; and, by confequence, the groupdsof cenfure 
^ multiply* WhcK iio oppofition of interefta 
takes , piace^ eavy has. too much influence 
ia warping the judgment of many. Even 
when '^one of thefe cauf©» operate, thc-in^ 
ward Gonfcioufnefe of depravity m fufficient 
tafiU the mind with evil thoughts of others^ 
Whence fliould a»man fq readily draw his 
opinion of men as from- that charadier with 
which he is beft .acquainted, becaufe it is 
his. own ? A perfon of low and bafe mind 
naturally Imputes to others the fentiments 
which he finds congenial to, himfelf ; and is 
incredulous of every excellency which to 
him is totally unknown. He enjoys, be- 
fidea, confolation in the thought that others 
are no better than himfelf; that his weak- 
nefles.and crimes are thofe of all men ; and 
that fuqh as appear moft diftinguifhed for 
virtue poffefs no real fuperiority, except 
greater dexterity in concealing their vices. 
Soothing themfelves with this dodlrine in 
fecret, too many fofter and ftrengthen the 
bad opinion which they entertain of all. 
mankind. Rarely, if ever, have you ground 

to 
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tb' tMiiik Well' of that man's Heart ^o'i>- s^brm: 
<wi^ €V€fry odcafion given to thinir tKfe worfl? ^' 



lisr ttife ftHiitH' i$lace^ that-fuitable to the 
fources^ whrtifceajealous and fulpicioas tem- 
jJ^f pit)Cd€ds,^ are the efFeds which it ptx)- 
duc^ iri^thd world, the criinaes and rnifchiefs 
with which it fills fi3Ci€fty. It poffefies this 
liriHappy diftiii6tion beyond the other fail- 
ings* of the human hearti that while it im- 
pels ihen to violent dfeeds, it juftifies to their 
ditn appreHeftfion the exc^fles which the^-' 
dommit. Amidft the uproar of other bad' 
paflions, cohfcience afts as a reftraining 
powef • As fpon as the tumult fubfides, - re- 
irtorft exerts its influence, and renders the 
fillrierfenfible of the evil which he has done. 
But' tHef uncharitabTe man* is unfortunately 
ftt loofe ftom- atiy fuch check or contrfcmL* 
T%rotfgh tHe'infktuaticn of j5rejtidice, his 
jtidgment is perverted ; confcience is milled ; 
the ' light 'within him' is turned into darknefs. 
Viewing the objfeds of his difpleafnre as evil 
men, he* thinks himfelf entitled to give that 
U 4 \ difpleafurc 
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M. difpleafure full vent; and in committing 
die moil inhuman adions, may fomedmea 
imag^e that he is doing good fervice to 
God, 

The firft fruits of an eviKthinkiqg fjpirit 
arc calumny and dctradlion, by which fo- 
ciety is fo often embroiled^ and men are fet 
at variance with one another. But did it pro^ 
ceed no farther than cenforious fpeech, the 
mifchief would be lefs. Much greater and 
more ferious evils frequently enfue. What 
direful efieds, for inftance, have often^^ow-i 
ed from rafh and ilkfounded jealoufy ii) 
private life? No fooner. has, one allowed 
that dasmon to take pofTeifion of his mind, 
than it perverts his underftanding, and taintsi 
all his faculties. Haunting him by nig^t 
and by day, bringing perpetually before 
\am the odious and difquieting forms which 
It has r^ifed up, it blackens every appear^ 
ance to his view; gives to trifles, which 
are in themfelves light as air, the weight of 
full confirmation; till what was at firft a 
dubious furmife, or a flight difpleafure, rife^ 
at length inl;p full belief and implacable, 

fwrjTi 



Digitized by Google 



On Candour. 2^ 

fury. Hence, families .torn with the moft SE Rk 
violent convulfions; the huftand armed « , 
9gainft the wife, the father againft the fon, 
the friend againft the friend; the plan of 
treachery and aflaffination contrived, and 
the dagger plunged into the bofom of the 
innocent.-?-In public life, how often have 
kingdoms been fliaken with all the violence 
of war and rebellion, from the unjuft fuf- 
picions which fubje£ts had conceived of 
their rulers; or the rafli jealoufy which 
princes had entertained of their people?— 
But it is in religious diffentions chiefly, that 
the mifchievous power of uncharitable pre- 
jpdice has difplaycd its full atrocity. Re- 
ligion is always found to heighten every 
paifion on which it ads, and to render 
every conteft into which it enters, uncom- 
monly ardent ; becaufe the oSjeds which it 
prefents are of fuch a nature, as ftrongly to 
feize and engage the human mind. When 
zeal for their own principles has prompted 
men to view thofc of a different perfuafion 
Jn the odious lights which bigotry fuggefts, 
fypry fent^meni of humanity has too often 

been 
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lieeit' dxthiguiftied. The mild inffuencer of 
t?iat religion, which breathes nothing bur 
gentldnefs, has proved too feeblfe to refttaitt 
the violent and'bloody Hand of peffecution;' 
and the uncharitable fpiriti raging amon^ 
contending parties, has filled the world with' 
fuch-calamities and crimes, as have brought? 
difgrace on the Chriftian name. 

Let? us attend particularly to one awful 
inftance of the guilt- which' men may con- 
trad^ and of the ruin which they- may bring* 
upon themfelws, through the want^ of fait^ 
neft and- candour. The rlation' of the J^w« 
were almoft notied for a Harrow- and* un- 
charitable fpirit. Wheh John the Baptift^ 
and our blefled'ILord, appeared among them 
becaufe the fomier was auftere- in his tem- 
per and' retired in his life, they prbnounced- 
of him. that he had* an evil fpirit : and be- 
caufe the latter was openand^fociabie in his 
manners, they heldt him^ to be ddftitiite of^ 
that fandity Which bedame a' prophet; THcir 
prejudice agiainft our Lord took its* firft rife 
from a riioft frivolous and contetnptiblecaufe. 
i> not this the fan of the catpenter? Can any 

5 g^^^ 
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good thing come out of Nazareth f When hia S E R M*^ 
mimelea repelled this reproach, and? fuJfE- i_ 
Giently pfovedr the eminence o£ his charafter,, 
ftill they foftered their prejudices by this 
mod futile' reafoning. Have any of the rulers 
believed on him ? Obftinate in .their attach-r 
ment to a temporal Mefliah,. and- continuing, 
to view all our Saviour's conduct with an 
evil eye, when he converfed with bad men 
in order to reclaim thcmy they treated him 
as a companion of publicans and Jinners. Be- 
caufe he difallowed their groundlefs tradi- 
tions, tjjfey held him to be a breaker of the 
Sabbath, and a contenmer o£f religion;; ^ Be-- 
caufe he prophefied the deftrudion of their 
temple,, they, accufed him of being an. enemy- 
to his own nation. Till at laft,, through^ 
their perpetual mifconftru£tion of his ac- 
tions, their pallions became fo inflamed, as 
to make them cry out wijh one voice,. -^w^jf • 
^ith this man to the death^ and give us Ba^ 

rabbastbe robber. -Viewing in this dread-, 

ful event. the confequences of want of can- 
dour, let eyeny- man tremble to think evil 
ra£hly of his brother. No one can tell how 

far 
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% EK M. far uncharitable prejudices may carry him 
^ y t in guilt, if he allow them to harbour and 
gather ftrength within his breaft. The 
cloud which ro/e from thefea^ no bigger than 
a marf s handy may foon fwell and fpread, till 
it cover the whole horizon, and difcharge 
with moft deftruftive violence the gathered 
ftorm. 

In the fifth place, as a fufpicious fpirit 
is the fource of fo many crimes and cala- 
mities in the world, fo it is the fpring of 
certain milery to the perfon who indulges 
it. His friend* will be few; and fmall will 
be his comfort in thofe whom he pofleffes. 
Believing others to be his enemies, he will 
of courfe make them fuch. Let his caution 
be ever fo great, the afperity of his thoughts 
will often break out in his behaviour ; and 
in return for fufpeding and hating, he will 
inciitrjufpicion and hatred. Beiides the ex- 
ternal eyils which he draws upon himfelf, 
arifing from alienated friendfhip, broken 
confidence, and open enmity; the fufpicious 
temper itfelf is one of the worft evils which 

any 
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any man can'fuffen If in ail fear there ie SERM* % 
torment ^hovf miferable muft be his ftate who, 
by living in perpetual jealoufy, lives in per- 
petual dread? Looking upon himfelf to be 
furrounded with fpies, enemies, and defign- 
ing men, he is a ftranger to reliance and 
truft. He knows not to whom to open him- 
felf. He xlreflcs his countenance in forced 
fmiles, while his heart throbs within from ap- 
prehenfions of fecret treachery. Hence fret- 
fulnefs and ill-humour, difguft at the world, 
and all the painful fenfations of an irritated 
and embittered mind. 

So numerous and great are the evils arifing 
from a fufpicious difpofition, that of the two 
extremes it is more eligible to expofe our- 
felves to occafional difadvantage from think- 
ing too well of others, than to fufFer con- 
tinual mifery by thinking always ill of them. 
It is better to be fometimes impofed upon, 
than never to truft. Safety is purchafed at 
too dear a rate, when, in order to fecure it, 
we are obliged to be always clad in armour, 
and to live in perpetual hoftility with our 
fellows^^^ This is, for the fake of living, to 

deprive 
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s E R M. deprive ourfelves of the comfort of life. The 
y!, ,^ man of candour enjoys his fituation, what- 
ever it is, wirh checrfulnefs and peace. Pru- 
dence direfts his iiitercourfe with the world ; 
butnohlack fufpicions haunrhis hours of reft* 
Accuftomcd to view the charadlers of his 
neighbours in the moft favourable light, he 
is like one who dwdls amidft thxafe beautiful 
fcenes of nature, on which the eye refts with 
pleafure. Whereas the fufpicious man, hav- 
ing his imagination filled with alllhe fliock- 
ing forms of human faHehood, deceit, and 
treachery, refembles the traveller in the wil- 
dernefs, who difcems no objeds around him 
but what are -either dreary or terrible; ca- 
verns that open, ferpents that hifs, and beafts 
of prey that howl* Hence in hirii are veri- 
fied thofe defcriptioas which the Spirit of 
God has given us of the mifery of the wick- 
ed. They Jball have no fe^xce. They JhaU 
he Hie ibe traubied fea when it cannot re^. 
^he Lord Jball give them a trembfUng hearty 
(md failing of eyes^ and Jorri>w 6f,nund: And 
tbeyjhcdl fesr day and nighty md have none 
^ffur^tnce ^af heari.-''^*^ add,* 

In 
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In the iixth and laft place, that there is R W 
nothing which expofes men in a more mark- ^' ^ 
ed and dired manner to the difpleafui;e of 
the Ahuighty, than a malignant and cenfo- 
rious fpirit. I infift not now on the general 
denunciations of divine wrath againft malice 
and hatred. Let us only confider under 
what particular defcription the Spirit of God 
brings this crime of uncharitable judgm^t. 
It is declared to be an impious invafion of 
the prerogative of God, to whom alone it 
belongs to fearch all hearts, and to determine 
concerning all characters. This privilege 
He often appropriates exprefsly to Himfelf, 
on purpofe to reftrain the raflinefs of cen- 
fure among men; requiring us to leave the 
judging of others to Him, and to attend to 
our own bufmefs and duty. Who art thou 
that judgeft another man s fervant? To his own 
majier^ he Jlandeth or falleth. Judge nothing 
before the time; until the Lord come^ who jfhall 
make manifejl the counfels of the hear t f 

It deferves our moft ferious attention, that, / 
in feveral paflages of Scripture, the great \ 

* Rom, xiv. 4« i Corinth, iv. 5, / 
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Judge of the world is reprefented, at thd 
_r of fij^^il retribution, as proceeding upon 
this principle, of renderiiig to men according 
to the manner in which they have aded 
towards their brethren. With the merciful^ 
thou wilt Jhow tbjfelf merciful; and with 
tbeftowardy thou wilt Jhow tbyfdf froward. 
With what judgment ye judge^ ye /ball be 
judged; and witb wbat meafure ye mete^ it 
Jball he meafured to you again *. It is im- 
poffible to form an argument of more force 
than this, to reftrain all feverity of judgment 
among fuch as look forward to the tribunal 
of God. The argument extends not in- 
deed fo far, as to reprefent our acceptance 
with the Deity as entirely fufpended upon 
the candour which we fliow in forming our 
fentiments of others. We know that other 
graces befides this are requifite in order to 
fit us for heaven ; and that without piety 
towards God, and faith in the Lord Jefus 
Chrift, all our charity to men will be found 
defective and viin. But this we know 
alfo, that in the heart which is deftitute of 

* Pfalffl xviii. 25* 26. Matth. vii. s» 

fairnd^ 
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fdrnefs and candour, the Spirit of God SERM. 
certainly dwells not ; and that whatever ap- ^ v ■ 
pearances of religion jjie uncharitable man 
may afllime, on him the Sovereign of the 
univerfe looks with no favour.— —Thou 
who art a man full of frailties, who ftandeft 
m need, not merely of impartiality in thy 
divine Judge, but of indulgence and mercy : 
Thou who imploreft daily this rtiercy from 
Him, and pray eft that He would remember 
Ibou art dujt^ and not be ftridl to mark tnl^ 
qutty againjl thee ; dareft thou, with thofe 
very prayers in thy mouth, proceed to judge 
without candour of thy brethren, and upon 
the flighteft grounds to reprobate and con- 
demn them ? O thou hypocrite ! (for by 
what other name can we call thee?) vain 
are all thy pretenfions to piety. InefFedual 
is every plea which tHou canft form for 
mercy from heaven. The precedent which 
thou haft eftabliftied againft thyfelf is deci- 
five. Thou haft didated the fentence of 
thine own condemnation. 

On the whole, it clearly appears that no 
part of the government of temper deferves 
Vol. II. % attention 
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s B R attention more, than to keep our minds ptfftf 
y from uncharitable prejudices, and open to 

candour and humanity in judging of others. 
The worft confequences, both to ourfelvet 
and to fociety, follow from the oppofite 
fpifit. Let U8 beware of encouraging a ha- 
bit of fufpicion, by forming too fevere and 
harfh opinions coiicernting human! nature in 
general. A great proportion of infirmity 
and corruption, doubtlefs, adheres to it j yet 
tempered alfo it is with various mixtures of 
virtue and good aifedion. Darkened as the 
Divine imaga now i& among mankind, it is 
not wholly effaced. Much piety and good- 
nefs may lie hidden in hearts that are un- 
known to us. Vice is glaring and loud* 
The crimes of the wicked make a noife ia 
the world, and alarm fociety. True worth 
is retired and modeft, and requires parti- 
cular fituations to bring it forth to public 
notice. The prophet Elijah, in a time of 
prevailing corruption, imagined that all true 
religion had forfaken the land. /, even I 
only;^ faid he to the Lord, am left to ferve 
tbee. But the Almighty, who difcerned 
what was concealed from his imperfeft view, 

replied. 
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I^ied, tet have I kft m fovin Iih(^§n4 
iwn in Ifrael ^b9 hofoe not b^^md tbf kfif^ /a 

The %ged| $hd the ttajfortunMe^ wk> hv^^ 
toik4 through an unfucccfsful Ufe with loag 
^xpef ieoce of the falfehood and iiraud of cvU 
Qien, are apt to fat the mofk fevere in th6 
tDpi0iQA$ which thej entertain othefs* 
l^or fueb> their cirdumftances may be al^ 
lowed to form fiime degree of apotogy^ But 
if» in youth and pro^rit)v^ the fame har4 
fufpicicma ffarit prevail j if they who ar« 
beginning the Career of life fet out with all 
the fcruples of diftruft ; if, before they have 
had rcafon to Complain of the world, they 
betray the diflSdence of a jealous, and the 
tnalignity of a ceriforious mihd^ fad is the 
prefage which may thence be drawn of their 
future diftionour. From fuch, you have 
nothing to look for tl^tt fhall be either en-« 
gaging in private life, or refpedable in pub- 
lic charaden To youth it pdrticularly be-» 
longs to be generous in fentiment, candid 
in opinion, undefigning in behaviour^ open 

* 1 Kiftgs^ xix. 14. i8« 
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to the moll favourable conftruaion oi ac- 
tions and conduct. Throughout all the 
ftagea of life, candour is one of the moft 
honourable diftinaions of the human cha- 
tz&tx ; it is connefted with magnanimity ; 
it is jiiified by wifdom ; it is fuitable to the 
relation in which we ftand to one another. 
But if rcafon and humanity be infuflScient 
to reflxain us from rafli and uncharitable 
judgments, let that awful denunciation fre- 
quently refound in our ears. He Jhall have 
judgment without mercy who bath Jbewed no 
mercy. 
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SERMON XL 
On the Character of Joseph, 



Genesis, xlv. 5. 8. 

Now therefore be not grieved nor angry with 
your/elves that ye fold me hither; for God 
did fend me before you to preferve life. ■ ■ 
So now it was not you that fent me hither^ 
but God, 

IN this generous manner, Jofeph frames 
an apology for the unnatural behaviour 
of his brethren. He extenuates the atrocity 
of their crime, by reprefenting the happy 
effeds which it had produced. He looks 
beyond all fecond caufes ; and recognizes, 
in the wonderful events of his life, the hand 

of the Almighty. No human character, 

X 3 exhibited 
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exhibited in the records of Scripture, i& moi^ 
I remarkable or inftrudlive than that of this, 
patriarch. He is one whom we behold 
tried in all the viciflitudes of fortune; from 
the condition of a flave, rifing to be ruler of 
the land of Egypt j and in every ftatibn 
acquiring, by his virtue and wifdom, favour 
with God and man^ When overfeer of 
Potiphar's houfe, his fidelity was proved by 
ftrong temptations, which he honourably 
refifted. When thrown into prifon by the 
artifice of ^ falfe woman, his integrity and 
prudence foon rendered him cpnfpicuous^ 
even v\ that dark manfion. When called 
into the prefence of Pharoah^ the wife and 
extenfivc plan which he formed for faving 
the kingdom from the miferics of impend 
ing fanzine, juftly raifed him to a high fta-^ 
tion, wherein his abilities were eminently 
difplayed in the publig fervice^ But in his 
whole hiftory there i& no circumftance fo, 
ftriking and interefting, as his behaviour tft 
his brethren who had fold him into flavery. 
The moment in which he made hin:ifelf 
kaowo tQ theWi that moment at which we 

are 
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ftte now to contemplate him, was the moft s M. 
. critical one of his life, and the moft decifive \^^^^ 
of his charader. It is fuch as rarely occurs 
inthecourfe of human events ; and is cal- 
culated to draw the higheft attention of all 
who are endowed with any degree of fen- 
fibility of heart. Let us confider the fenti- 
ment which Jofeph utters in the text under 
two views, each of which is very inftrudlive 
to all Chriftians. 1. As a difcovery of his 
cordial forgivenefs of his brethren ; and, 
II. As an inftance erf" his dutiful attention to 
the Providence of God. 

I. The moft cordial forgivenefs is here 
difplayed. i fhall not recapitulate all the 
preceding hiftory refpefling Jofeph and his 
brethren ; as it is well known by every one 
who has the leaft acquaintance with the 
lacred writings. From the whole tenour of 
the narration it appears, that though Jo- 
feph, upon the arrival of his brethren in 
Egypt, made himfelf ftrange to them, yet 
. from the beginning he intended to difcover 
himfelf; and ftudied fo to condud the dif- 
X 4 covery 
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coveiy as might render the furprife of joy 
complete. For this end, by affeded fever 
rity, he took meafures for bringing dowa 
into Egypt all his father s children. They 
were now arrived there; and Benjamin 
among the reft, who was his younger bro* 
ther by the fame mother, and was particu^ 
larly beloved by Jofeph. Him he threat-;- 
ened to detain; and feemed willing to al- 
low the reft tq depart. This incident ret* 
newed their diftrefs. They all knew their 
father's extreme anxiety s^bout the fafetyof 
Benjamin, and with what difficulty he had 
yielded to his undertaking this journey. 
Should he be prevented from returning^ 
they dreaded that grief would overpower 
the old man's fpirits, and prove fatal to his 
life. Judah, therefore, who had particu- 
larly urged the nqcefUty of Benjamin's ac^ 
companying his brothers, and had^fplemnly 
pledged himfelf to their father for his fafe 
return, craved, upon this occafion, an au- 
dience of the governpur; and gave him a 
full account of the circuRiftances of Jacob's 
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Nothing can be more interefting and pa- S E^R M, 
thetic than this difcourfe of Judah, as it is w y 
recorded in the preceding chapter. Little 
knowing to whom he fpoke,- he paints, ift 
all the colours of fimple and natural elo^ 
quence, the diftrefled fituation of the aged 
patriarch, haftening to the clofe of life j 
Jong afflided forth© lofs of a favourite fon, 
whom he fuppofed to have been torn in 
pieces by a beaft of prey; labouring now 
under anxious concern about his youngeft 
fon, the qhild of his old age, who alone 
was left alive of his mother, and whom 
nothing but the calamities of fevcre famine 
could have moved a tender father to fend 
from home, and expofa to the dangers of a 
foreign land. If w bring him not back 
fvitb us J we Jball bring down the grey hairs 
of thy fervqrit^ our father^ with forrow^ to the 
^raye* I pray thee therefore let thy fervant 
abide injlead of the young man^ a bondman to 
our lord. For how fball I go up to my fa-* 
(ber^, ^nd Benjamin not with me? lejl I fee 
tb? <?V^V that fhall came on my fat her , 

Upo;; 
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^^AL^* Upon this relation, Jofeph could nb 
longer reflxain himfelf* The tender ideas 
of his fatheir and his father's hciufe, of his 
ancient home, his country and his kindred, 
of the diftrefs of his family, and his own 
exaltation, all rufhed too ftrongly upon his 
mind to bear any further concealment. He 
cried ^ caufe every man go out from me; 
and be wept aloud. The tears which he 
ihed were not the tears of griet They 
were the burft of afFedlion, They were the 
efFufions of a heart overflowing with all the 
tender fenfibilities of nature. Formerly he 
had been moved in the fame manner, when 
he firft faw his brethren before him. HU 
bowels yearned upon them; he fought for a 
place where to weep. He went into his 
chamber; and then wajhed bis face and rt*^ 
iurned to them. At that period his gene- 
rous plans were not completed. But now^ 
when there was nb farther occafion for con- 
draining himfelf, he gave free vent to the 
ftrong emotions of his heart. The firft 
minifter tp the king of Egypt was not 

. afhamed 
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nfhamed to fliow, that he felt as a man, and 5 E^R 
a brother. He wept aloudy and the Egyp^ v ^ 
tians^ and the hoiife of Pharoah heard him. 

The firft words which his fwelling heart 
^allowed him to pronounce, are the moft 
fuitable to fuch an affeding fituation which 
were ever uttered; — I am Jofeph ; doth tnf 
Jather yet live What could he, what 
ought he, in that impaflioned moment, to 
have faid more? This is the voice of na-' 
ture herfelf, fpeaking her own language; 
and it penetrates the heart : No pomp of 
expreflion ; no parade of k^ndnefa ; but 
ftrong affeflion haftening to utter what it 
ftrongly felt. His brethren could not an-* 
fwer him ; for they were troubled at his pre-^ 
fence. Their filence is as expreflive of thofo 
emotions of repentance and ihame, which^^ 
on this amazing difcovery, filled their 
breafts, and flopped their utterance, as the 
few words which Jofeph fpeaks are expref-« 
five of the generous agitations which ftrug-? 
gled for vent within him. No painter could 
ieize a more ftriking moment for difplaying 
the ghsr^fteriftical features of the human 

heavt, 
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S ER M. heart, than what is here prefented. Never 
was there a fituation of more tender and 
virtuous joy, on the one hand; nor, on 
the other, of more overwhelming confufion 
and confcious guilt. In the fimple narra^^ 
tion of the facred hiftorian, it is fet before 
us with greater energy and higher effcaj^ 
than if it had been wrought up with all the 
colouring of the moft admired modern elo- 
quence. 

When Jofeph had a little recovered him-« 
felf from the firft tranfports of emotion, hq 
proceeds to explain his fituation to his 
brethren, and to fbow them the beneficent 
purpofes for which he conceived himfelf to 
be raifed by Providence into power. The 
apology which he makes in the text for their 
former cruelty is uncommon and remark-* 
able. NovQ therefore be not grieved nor an^ 
gry ivith yourf elves that ye fold me hither i 
for God did fend me before you tQpreferve you 
a pojlerity in the earthy and to fciveyour lives 
by a great deliverance^ So now it was not 
you that fent me hither^ but God; and be 
bath made me a father to Pharoah^ and lord 
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' of all his hdufd^ and a ruler throughout all the S E^R 
land of Egypt. This apology was, in truth, v^pi-y- 
no fatisfadtoty excufe for their Crime. For 
though the over-ruling Providence of Hea- 
ven had fo dire<3:ed the courfe of events, as 
to render their bad intentions fubfervient to 
a happy iffue ; yet the badnefs of the inten- 
tion originated entirely from themfelves. 
The envy and jealoufy which they enter- 
tained againft their brother, led thera to 
the commiffion of an atrocious deed. The 
deed was voluntary ; the crime was all their 
own; and the interpofition of Pi^ovidence, 
in making unforefeen confequences follow 
from that crime, did not, could not excul- 
pate them from guilt. It were an impious 
conclufion, that becaufe God jBxtjsadts good 
from our evil, we are not anfwbrable for 
the evil which we perpetrate. Gnfi cannot 
be tempted with evil^ neither tempteth he any 
man"^. But the fentiment in the text is to 
be confidered, aS a colour which the. gene- 
rous humanity of Jofeph prompted him to 
throw on the condud of his brethren. He 

*James, i, 13. 
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s 1 R M. faw the confufion with which they wfiW 
Y • -' overwhelmed in his prefence. He cHvertis 
their attention from th^ remembrance of a 
crim6 which was how wringing their hearts 
with anguifh^ by reprefenting tb them the 
happy efiedls which that crime bad pro- 
duced. He fets them free froni all uneafi- 
nefs on bis accounts He calls Upon them 
^ to rejoice in his profperity ; and> iliftead of 
dwelling on a painful recollection c£ thek 
own conduct) to join with him in ac- 
knowledging and adoring thd hand of the 
Almighty* 

'How diffiif ent is this amiable If^rit which 
Jofeph difcovers, from that harih and often- 
tatious fupcriority which too often accom-^ 
panics the pretended forgivenefs 6f injuries^ 
among thofe who call themfdvesChriftiansl 
They arc ready to fay^ that, for their part, 
they pardon the wrongs which have been 
done them ; they wifh that the perfons who 
have committed them may be able to for- 
give themfelves ; they leave them to God 
♦ ""and to their own confcicnce.^' By the fevere 
fuggeftions which they thi|)w out, they 

difcovef 
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difcover the inward bittemefs of their fpi* S E R m. 
fit ; and artfully gratify refeiitment, at the ^\_r 
time when they pfofefe to exercife forgive- 
nefs. Whereas the great and good man^ 
whofe charaG:er we now confider, effaces 
all memory of the crimes which he par- 
dons. He feeks to alleviate the^ remorfe 
of his brethren by an extenuation of their 
guilt; and, while he is preparing to make 
their circumftances comfortable, ftudies at 
the fame time to render their minds eafy 
and tranquih 

This was not merely a tratifient emotion 
with Jofeph, owing to the firft burft of af- 
fection on difcovering himfelf to his bre- 
thren. We have a clear proof, from a re- 
markable tranfaClion which paffed many 
years after this period, of his difpofition 
continuing the fame to the end of life. It 
is recorded in the laft chapter of this book, 
that when Jacob died, his fons began to be 
feized with fear concerning ihe treatment 
which they might receive from their bro- 
ther. The guilty are always fufpicious* ^ 
Confcious of their own bafenefs, they are 
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others. They faw the bond, which held 
the family together, now broken by their 
father's death* They dreaded that the re-' 
fentment of Jofeph againft them had hi* 
therto been only fupprefled, or concealedi 
They /aid among tbtmfelves^ perad^)e?iture be 
will now hate us^ and requite all the evil which 
we did unto him. Under this apprehenfion, 
they firft lent a humble meflage to depre- 
cate his difpleafure by the memory of their 
common father ; and then appearing in his 
prefence, they fell down before his face, 
profefling themfelves to be his fervants, and 
praying him to forgive the trefpafs which 
they had committed againft him. But no 
luch hidden refentment as they dreaded had 
ever lurked in the foul of Jofeph. On the 
contrary, when he beheld his brethren in 
this affe£ting fituation, bereaved of their 
ancient protedor, and reduced, as they 
imagined, to the neceflity of holding up 
their hands to him for mercy, he was over- 
powered by a tide of tender emotions. Jo-* 
Jeph wept^ while his brethren fpake unto him. 



Thefe 
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Thefe afFedionate tears alone were fufEcient 
to have affured them of his forgivenefs. But 
haft^ningalfo by words to difpel their alarms^ 
he prefentljr added, Fearmt ; for though ye 
thought evil agdinft ine^ God meant it unto 
good. Now therefore fear ye not } t will 
nourijhyou and your little ones. And he com- 
forted them and fpdke kindly unto them 

Such was the laft incident that is record- 
ed in the life of this eminent perfonage, 
than whom you will find few more diftin- 
guiftied by an affemblagie of illuftrious vir- 
tues; in the Ibweft adverfity, patient and 
faithful ; in the higheft profperity, benefi- 
cent and generous ; dutiful and afFedtionatc, 
a& a fon j kind and forgiving, as a brother ; 
accomplifhed, as a ftatefman ; wife and pro- 
vident, as a ruler of the land. In fuch a 
charader you behold human liature pofleff- 
ing its highefl: honours. The fentiments 
which it inipires tend to ennoble our minds ; 
and to prevent their imbibing the fpirit of 
jthofe hard, interefted^ and felf-fecking men 
with whom the world abounds. 

•: Gericfi 1. 21. 

Vol. II. Y The 
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SERM. The ftriking example of forgivenefir 
which the text difplays^ ought frequently 
to occur to our thoughts, amidft the various 
occafions of provocation and offence *which 
arife iii our intercourfe with the world. If 
one fo ^vorthy and amiahie^ in the days too 
of his youth and innocence, fuffeted fuch 
cruel treatment from his] brDthers^ ought 
we to be furprifed if, even fmhk our neareft 
relations, we meet with infuftice or ingra- 
titudfe I Wrongs and injnried we^ more ot 
fefs, the portion of aB. Like DeSsith, the^ 
ar^ an ^vil unavoidable.: Nb ftatton is fo 
high, no power fo gteat, no character fe^ 
vnbleinLQiedy as to exempt ^ ftsytk them, 
in the world, ungratdEul me^ friends, 
and violent, enemies abound. £veiy ^ife 
man to prepare himfelf foir what he 

la to encounter m pa£Bfig thfOugh this, 
thorny region. He is not to eiscpe^t that 
he can gather grapes jfrtMiinfiie^ ;^ n6rto 
k)fe the .government of his nrind, betaufe^ 
in the itiidft of evil mfen, he is stet <Ak)W*d 
to remain, like a fecrbt and inviok^le per- 
fon, untouched and uni&ju]%d«. 

As 
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As thiis view of our fituation ought to 
blunt the edge of paffion and impatience, 
fo the alleviating circumftances which rea* 
fon will fuggeft, ought to mollify refeht- 
ment. Think of the various conftrud:ions 
which the anions erf men will bear. Con- 
llder how different the motives of him who 
bath giveii tis offence, may have been from 
thofe which, in the heat of paffion, weafcribe 
to him ; how apt all men are to be fisduced 
by miftaken views of intere^; and how 
little ground we have to coi^plain, if, upon 
a fuppofed interfering of interefts, we fuffer 
by others preferring their own to ours* 
Remember that Ho opinions wiiich you form 
tinder the power of refentment can be de- 
pended upon as juftj and that every one 
loads the intentions of his enemy with ima- 
ginary degrees of malice. 

But admittiug the injury you have re- 
ceived to be ever fo atrociouii in its nature, 
and aggravated in its circumftances ; fup- 
pofing it to be even parallel to that which 
Jofeph fufiered ; look up, like him, to that 
divine government luuler which we are all 
Y a placed. 
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SERM. placed If forgivenefs be a duty which 
V / J we know God to have required under the 
moft awful fanftions, dare we draw upon 
ourfelves the merited vengeance of that Su- 
perior to. whofe clemency we are obliged v 
daily to fly ? When, with hard and unre- 
lenting difpofitions towards our brethren, 
we fend up to Heaven pra^yers for mercy tq 
ourfelves, thofe prayers return like impre- 
cations upon our heads ; and our very devo- 
tions feal our condemnation. 

The moft pl^in and natural fentiments of 
equity concur with divine authority to en- 
force the duty which I now recommend. 
Let him w^ho has never , in his life- done 
wrong, be allowed the privilege of re-, 
maining inexorable. But let fuch as are 
confcibus of frailties and crimes, confider 
forgivenefs as a debt which they owe to 
others. Common failings are the ftrongeft 
lelTon of mutual forbearance. Were this 
virtue unknown among men, order and 
comfort, peace and repofe, would be ftran- 
gers to human life. Injuries retaliated ac- 
cording to the exorbitant meafure which 

paffion 
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paffion prefcribes, would juftify refentment 
in return. The injured perfon would be- 
come the injurer; and thus wrongs, reta- 
liations, and frefli injuries, would circulate 
in endlefs fucccflion, till the world was 
rendered a field of blood. Of all the paf- 
fions which invade the human breaft, re- 
venge is the moft direful. When allowed 
to reign with full dominion, it is more than 
fufficient to poifon the few pleafures which 
remain to man in his prefent ftate. How 
much foever a perfon may fufFer from in- 
juftice, he is always in hazard of fuffering 
more from the profecution of revenge. 
The violence of an enemy cannot inflidl 
what is equal to the torment he creates to 
himfelf, by means of the fierce and de-^ 
fperate paflions which he allows to rage in 
his foul. 

Thofe evil fpirits who inhabit the regions 
of mifery, are reprefented as delighting in 
revenge and cruelty. But all that is great 
and good in the univerfe, is on the fide, of 
^ clemency and mercy. The almighty Ruler 
of the world, though for ages offended by 
y 3 the 
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the unrighteoufiiefs, and infulted by the 
impiety of men, is long-fuffcring and Jlow 
to anger. His Son, when he appeared in 
our nature, exhibited, both in his life, and 
his death, the moft illuftrious example of 
forgivenefs which the world ever beheld. 
If you look into the hiftory of manldnd, 
you will find that, in every age, thofe who 
have been refpedled as worthy, or admired 
as great, have been diftinguiftied for this 
virtue. Revenge dwells in little minds, 
A noble and magnanimous fpirit is always 
fuperior to it. It fufFers not from the inju- 
ries of men thofe fevere fhocks which others 
feel. CoUedled within itfelf, it ftands un- 
moved by their impotent afTaults ; and with 
• generous pity, rather than with anger, looks 
down on their unworthy condudt. It has 
been truly faid, that the greateft man on 
earth can no fooner commit an injury, than 
a good man can make himfelf greater, by 
forgiving it. Jofeph, at the moment when 
we now contemplate him, had entirely un-s 
der his power all thoie unnatural brethren 
who h^d ,been guilty towards him of the 
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^ moft cruel outrage which men could perpe- SE RM. 
trate. He could have retained them for ever ^ ji 
an that Egyptiatti bondage to which they had 
t)nce configned him ; and have gratified re- 
venge ' by every accumulation of difgrace 
which defpotic power enabled him to infli<3:« 
Had he a<£fced this part, he might for a while 
have been foGfthed by the pleafurcs of his 
high ftation. But remorfe^ in the 'end, 
would have ftung his foul. Cruelty would 
have rendered him, unhappy within himfelf, 
as well as odious to others ; and his name 
would have periflied among the crowd of 
thofe contemptible ftatefmen, whofe anions 
ftain the annals of hiftory. Whereas now, 
his character ftands! among the foremoft in 
the ranks of fpotlefs fame. His memory is . 
blefled to all generations. His example 
continues to edify the wdrld ; and he him- 
felf (hine6 in the celeftial regions thc\ 
brigbtnefs of the frmamentj and as the jiars^ 
for tver and ewr. Let us now, 

II. Consider the fentiment contained 
in the text, not only as a difcovery of cor- 
y 4 dial 
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SERMc dial forgiveiiefs, but as an e^cpreffion ef 
. . devout attention to the conduS of Provi- 
dence. So now it was not you that f cut me 
hither^ but God. Remark how beautifully 
piety and humanity are, in this inftance, 
conneded together. As we are told of 
Cornelius, the good Centurion, that bis 
prayers and bis alms^ his devotion and his 
good works, came up together in memorid 
before God; fo here we perceive fraternal 
affeftion and religious reverence, mingling 
in one emotion within the patriarch's heart. 
In a perfon of low and vulgar mind, the 
fenfations on fucl^at- occafion would have 
been extremely different. Looking back 
on the paft events of his life, he would 
have afcribed all the adverfity which he had 
fuffered to the perverfe treatment of his 
brothers ; and all the profperity which he 
afterwards attained, to his own good condud: 
and wifdom ; and by corifequence would 
have remained imbittered againft the inftru- 
ments of the one, and filled with pride and 
felf-fufficiency on account of the other. 
But the elevated and noble mind of Jofeph 

rejedled 
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rejeded fuch unworthy fentiments* Con- SE^M. 
templating the hand of God in all that had v^^ j 
befallen him, he effaced the remembrance 
of thofe evil deeds which had produced his 
adverfity ; and for his profperity he affedled 
no praife to himfelf, but afcribed it en- 
tirely to the will of Heaven. Let us take 
notice, that this is not the refledlion of a > 
private, retired man, whofe fituation might 
be fuppofed to favour fuch devout medita- 
tions. It is the refleftion of one, who was 
leading a bufy and a feducing life, in the 
midft of a court ; the favourite of the 
greateft monarch who was then known in 
the world. Yet him you behold, amidft 
the fubmiflion and adulation which was 
^ paid to him, preferving the moderation and 
limplicity of a virtuous mind ; and, amidft 
the idolatry and falfe philofophy of the 
Egyptians, maintaining the principles of 
true religion, and giving glory to the God 
of Ifrael. 

From this union of piety with humanity, 
which is fo confpicuous in the lentiments of 
Jofeph, there arifes one very important in- 

ftrudion ; 
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S-E R M. ftruflion ; That a devout regard to the hand 
, of God in the various events of life, tends • 
to promote gopd .difpofitions and afFe£lions 
towards ineri* It will be found by thofe 
who attend to the workings of human na- 
ture, that a great proportion of thofe ma- 
lignant paffions which break out in the in- 
tercourfc of men, arifes from confining thdr 
attention .wholly to fecond caufes, and over* 
looking the firft caufe of all. Hence, they 
are infolent in profperity, becaufe they dif- 
cern nothing higher than their own abili- 
ties ; and in adverfity they are peevifh and 
unforgiving, becaufe they have no objed 
on which to fix their view, but the conduS 
of men who have a(fJ:ed as their enemies. 
They behold no plan of wifdom or good-^ 
nefs carried on throughout nature, which 
can allay the difcompofure of their mind. 
As foon as their temper is ruffled, the world 
appears to them to be a continued fcene of 
difafters and injuries, of confufed events 
and of unreafonable men. Whereas, to the 
pious man, the contemplation of the uni- 
verfe exhibits a very difiercnt fpe£tacle* In 

the 
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the midft of feeming confufion he traces a S E ft M. 
principle of order ; and by attention to that y^,,-^.^ 
order, his mind is harmonized and calmed. 
He beholds a wife and righteous Governour 
prefiding over all the commotions which 
are raifed by the tumult of confliding paf- 
fions and interefts; guiding, with imper- 
ceptible influence, the hand of the violent to 
beneficent purpofes ; accomplifting unex- 
pected ends by the moft improbable means j 
obliging the wrath of man to praife him; 
fometimes humbling the mighty, fometimes. 
exalting the low ; often fnaring the wicked 
in the devices which their hands have wrmghf. 
Relpedful acknowledgment of this divine- 
government, controukthediforders of infe- 
riour paffions. Reverence for the decrees 
of Heayeh infpires patience and modera- 
tion* Truft in that perfe£t wifdom and 
goodnefs which dircds all for the beft, di- 
minifhes the fhock which worldly difafters 
Dccafipn. The irritation of paffion and re- 
fentment will always bear proportion to the 
agitation which we fuifFer from the changes 
of fprtune. One who conneds himfelf 
4 with 
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with nothing but fecond caufes, partakes of 
the violence and iiTcgularity of all the in- 
feriour movements belonging to this great 
machine. He who refers all to God, dwells, 
if we may fpeak fo, in that higher fphere 
where motion begins j he is fubje£t to fewer 
Ihocks and concufiions, and is only carried 
along by the motion of the univerfe. 

How can mildnefs or forgivenefs gain 
place in the temper of that man, who, on 
occafion of every calamity which he fuffers 
from the ill ufage of others, has nofanduary 
within his own breaft to which he can make 
retreat from their vexations; who is pof- 
fefled of no principle which is of fufficient 
power to bear down the rifing tide of peevifli 
and angry paffions ? The violence of an 
enemy^ or the ingratitude of a friend, the 
injuftice of one man, and the treachery of 
another, perpetually dwell and rankle ia 
his thoughts. The part which they have 
a^ted inbringingonhis diftrefs, is frequently 
more grating to him than the diftrefs itfelf. 
Whereas he who in every event looks up to 
God, has always in his view a great and ele- 
vating 
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vating obje£l which infpires him with mag- S E R M, 

nanimity. His mind lies open to every \ 

relieving thought, and is inclined to every 
fuggeftion of generofity. He is difpofed to ' 
fay with Jofeph, // was not you that fent mc 
hither^ but God ; with David, // is the Lord ; 
let him do what feemeth good in his eyes ; and 
with a greater Perfonage than either of thefe, 
the cup which my Father hath given me to 
drink^ J}:all I not drink it ? Hence arlfes 
fuperiority to many of the ordinary provo- 
cations of the world. For he looks upon 
the whole of his prefent life as part of a 
great plan which is carried on under the 
direction of Heaven. In this^plan, he views 
men as ading their feveral parts, and con-* 
tribufing to his good or evil. But their 
parts he confiders as fubordinate- ones ; 
which, though they may juftly merit his ' ^ 
affection, and may occafionally call forth 
his refentment, yet afford no proper found- 
ation to violent or malignant paffion. He 
looks upoa bad men as only the rod with 
which the Almighty chaftens ; like the 
peftilence, the earthquake, or the ftorm. 

5 III 
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SE RM. In the midft of their injuftice and violence 
he can pity their blindnefs; and imitate 
our blefled Lord in praying. Father ^forgive 
' tbemi for they know ffot what they do. 
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S E R M O N XIL 

On the Character of Hazael. 



2 Kings, viii. 12, 13* 

^nd Hazael fdd^Wby weepetbtny Lordf 
Jlnd be anfaisertd^ Becaufe I know the evil 
ihatibm umlt do utHo the ehil'dren vf Israel/ 
Tbeir firtng holds nmlt thou Jet on fire^ and 
their pnng men wilt ihou Jlay with the 
fword^ afid witi 4^ their children ^ and 
rip up their women nvifh child. And 
Hazael faid^ Btit what^ is thy fer^ant a 
dog^ that he Jhoidd do this great thing f 
And Elijha anfwered^ ^he Lord hath 
jfije^td me that thou jhttk be king over 
*Syria. 

IN the daya-<)f Jbrama king cf Ifrael floH- s E R M. 
riflied the prophet Eliflaa. His cbariH5J?er xii. 
was fo emirieftt, and hts famie fo widely 
Ipread, that ^Bg^nhadjad the king of Syria, 

though 
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though an idolater, fent to confult him con- 
cerning the ifiue of a diftemper which 
threatened his life. The meflenger era- 
ployed on this occafion was Hazael, who 
appears to have been one of the princes, cr 
chief men; of the Syrian court. Charged 
with rich gifts from the king, he prefents 
himfelf before the prophet ; and accofts him 
in terms of the higheft refpeft. During the 
conference which they held together, Eliflia 
fixed his eye ftedfaftly on the countenance 
of Hazael; and difcerning by a prophetic 
fpirit, his future tyranny and cruelty, he 
could not contain himfelf from burfting into 
a flood of tears. When Hazael, in furprife, 
inquired into the caufc of this fudden emo- 
tion, the prophet plainly informs him of the 
crimes and barbarities which he forefaw 
that hereafter he fliould commit. The foul 
of Hazael abhorred, at this time, the thoughts 
of cruelty. Uncorrupted, as yet, by ambi- 
tion or greatnefs, his indignation arofe at 
being thought capable of fuch favage adlions 
as the prophet had mentioned ; and, with 
much warmth, he replies. But wbatj is 

thy 
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thy Jtrvant a dogy that be fbould do this great S E R M. 
thing ? Eliflia makes no retiihi but to point 
out a remarkable cllangc whicH was to take 
place in hi^ condition j The Lord hath 
Jbewed mt that tboit jhalt be king on)er Syria. 
In courfe of time^ all that had beien pre- 
dided came to paft. Hazael afcended thfe 
throne j and ambition took poffeflion of fiis 
heart; Ik fihote the tbildreh of Ifrael in all 
their coafs. He opprtjfed them during all the 
days of King yeboahaz^; arid, froiti what 
is left on record of his adlions; plainly ap-^ 
pears to have proved what the prophet fore- 
faw him to bej a man of violence; cruelty^ 
and blood. 

In this paflage of hiftory; ati objeft is 
preferited which deferves our feriotis attenua- 
tion; We behold a man who, in one ftate 
of lifej could not look upon certain crimes 
without furprife and horrour ; who kne^itr 
fo little of himfelfi as to believe it impoflible 
ibr him ever to be cbncemswd in commit- 
ting theni ; that fame man, by a change of 
condition, transformed in all his feAtiinentSy 

* 2 Kings, xiii. 32« 

Vol. 11. Z and 
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s E R IVI. and as he rofe in grcatnefs rifing j^lfo 19 
guilt; till at laft he completed diat wj^ole 
charader of iniquity which he once der 
tefted. Hence the following obl^rvations 
naturally arife. 1. That to a mind not en-, 
tirely corrupted, fentimeixts of abhorrence at 
guilt are natural. II. That, notwithftajid* 
ing thofe fentim.enl§, the mind ngiay 
brought under the dominion of the vice* 
which it had n\oft abhorred. III. That 
this unhappy reyolution is frequently owing 
to a change of men's external circumftances 
and condition in, the world. Thfife obferr 
vatlons are to make the fubjjua of the pre- 
fent difcourfe; and will lead .us to fuch a 
view of human nature, as, it is hoped, may 
be of general ufe. 

1. Sentiments of abhorrence at guilt 
are natural to the human mind. Hazaer? 
reply to thq prophet flievtrs how ftrongly he 
felt them. Is tby Jervant a dog^ that be 
Jbould do this great thing ? Is he, or can he 
ever be, fo bafe and wretched as to perpe- 
trate crimes, which would render him un- 
8 . ' Wprthy 
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worthy of bearing the name of a man? S 
This is the voice of human nature, while 
it is not as yet hardened in iniquity. Some 
vices are indeed more odious to the mind 
than others. Providence has wifely pointed 
the ftiatpeft edge of this natural averfion 
againft the crimes which are of moft perni- . 
cious and deftrudkive nature ; fuch as trea-^ 
chery, oppreffion, and cruelty. But, in ge- 
neral the diftinftion between moral good 
and evil is fo ftrongly marked, as to ftamp 
almoft every vice with the character of 
turpitude. Prefent to any man, even the 
moft ignorant and untutored, an obvious 
inftance of injuftice, falfehood, or im- - 
pietyj let him view it in a cool moment, 
when no paflion blinds, and no ititereft 
warps him; and you will find that his 
mind imrtiediately revolts againft it, as 
fliameful and bafe, nay, as defervirig pu- 
nifliment. Hence, in reafoning on the 
diaraders of others, hoWever men may 
miftakc as to fafts, yet they generally praife 
and blame ac^otding to the principles of 
^und morality. 

Za • With 
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XIL . • . 

y_ -J-' , J notorious partiality too generally mifleads: 
their judgment. But it is remarkable, that 
IK) finncr ever avows diredly to himfelf, 
that he has been guiUy of grofs and down- 
right iniquity. Even when engageid by his 
paflions in the commiffion of the greateft 
crimes, he always palliates them to his own 
mind by fome extenuation or apology, fome 
pretended neceffity, or fome borrowed co- 
lour of innocence. Such power the unde- 
xiiablc dignity of virtue, and the acknow- 
ledged turpitude of vice, poffefs over every 
human heart. Thefe fentiments are the re- 
maining impreffions of that law, which waa 
ori^nally written on the mind of man. 
They aire gleims of that light which oncc" 
Ihone clfear and ftrong within us ; and which, 
though it be now greatly obfcured, yet con- 
tinues to flioot a feeble ray athwart the 
darknefs of human nature. But what- 
ever fentiments of abhorrence at vice we 
may at any time entertain, we have no 
reafon to build upon thefe a prefumptuous 
confidence of our continuance in virtue. 

3 For 
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. For the next inftrudion which the text 
fuggellsy is, I— — J 

II. That fuch is man^s ignorance of his 
own character, fuch the fraiky of his na^- 
ture, that he may one day become infamous 
for thofe very crimes which at prefent 
he holds in deteftation. This ohfervation 
is too well verified by the hiftory of Hazael ; 
and a thoufand other inftances might be 
brought to confirm it. Though there is 
nothing which every perfon ought to know 
fo thoroughly a^ his own heart, yet fi-om 
the condudl of men it appears, that there is 
nothing with which they are lels acquainted. 
Always more prone to flatter themfelves, 
than defirous to difcover the truth, they 
truft to their being polfeffed of every virtue 
which has not been put to the trial ; and 
reckon themfelves iecpre againft every vice 
to which they have not hitherto been 
tempted. As long as their duty hangs in 
fpeculation, it appears fo plain, and Co eli-f 
gible,that they caimot doubt of performing 
ii, The fufpicion never enters their mind, 
Z 3 ' that 
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s E R M. that in the hour of fpeculation, and in the 
^ > hour of pradice, their fentiments may di£fer 
. widely. Their prefent difpofition they eafily 
perfuade themfelves will ever continue the 
fame ; and yet that difpofition is changing 
with circumftances every moment. 

The man who glows with the warm feel- 
ings of devotion, imagines it impofliblefor 
him to lofe that fenfe of th^ divine good- 
nefs which at prefent melts his heart. He 
whom his friend has lately faved from ruin, 
is confident that, if fome trying emergency 
fhall put his gratitude to proof, he will ra- 
ther die than abandon his benefailor. He 
who lives happy and contented in frugal 
induftry, wonders how any man can give 
himfelf up to dilTolute pleafure. Were any 
of thofe perfons informed by a fuperigur 
fpirit,, that the time was Ihortly to come 
when the one fhould prove an example of 
fcandalous impiety, the other of treachery 
to his friend, and the third of all that ex- 
travagant luxury which difgraces a growing- 
fortune ; each of them would teftifyasmuch 
furprife and abhorrence asHazael did, upoi> 

hearing 
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kearing the predi6:ions of the prophet. Sin- 
cere they might very poffibly be in their 
cxpreflions of indignation; for hypocrify 
i^ nbt always to be charged on men whpfe 
condiiiSl is inconfiftent. Hazael was in 
earneft, when he refented with fuch ardour 
the imputation of cruelty. The Apoftle 
Peter was fincere when he made the zealous 
profefSon, that though he fhould go to 
prifon and to death with his matter, he 
would never deny him. They were fin- 
cere; that is they fpoke from the fulnefs 
of thteir hearts and from the warmth of the 
jJrefent moment; but they did not Icnow 
themfelves, as the eventfe which followed 
plainly (hoWed. So falfe to its principles, 
jte ofreqii e ad y^ is the heart of man ; fo weak 
IB the foundation of human virtue ; fo much 
feafon' there is for what the gofpel perpe- 
t\ially inculcates concerning the neceffity of 
dlftrufting ourfelves, and depending on di- 
vine aid. Mortifying, I confefs, is this view 
of human nature ; yet proper to be attend- 
ed to by all, in order to efcape the moft 
fatal dangers. For, merely through. un- 
Z 4 guarded 
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s E R M. guarded condudt, and from the want of this 
1 -^iilj prudent fufpicion of their own weaknefs, 
how many, aftcf the moft promifiog begin- 
nings, have gradually apoftatized from cvcrj: 
principle of virtue; until, at laft, it has be- 
come as diificult ioi one to b^li^ye, that they 
^ver had any love of gpodnef§, as it wpi)](l 
have beeo oijc^ to h^ye perfqaded theqa* 
fclves that they were to advance to fuch a 
height in wickednefs ? 

In fuch cafes as I have defcribed, what 
has become, it may be enquired, of thofe 
fentiments of abhorrence at guilt which 
were onc^ felt fo ftrongly? Are they to- 
tally erafed \ or, if in any degree they re- 
main, how dp fuc|i perfqns contrive to 
fatisfy themfelyes in ading a part which 
their minds condemn \ — Here, there is a 
myftery of iniquity which requires to be 
unfolded. Latent and fecret is the pro- 
grefs pf corruption within the foulj and 
the more latent, the more (Jangerouis is its 
growth. No man becomes of a fudden 
completely wicked^ Gui^t never (hows its 

whole 
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lirhoie deformity at once; but by gradual SERiVf. 
acquaintance reconciles us to its appearance, t -^'_| 
and imperceptibly difFufes its poifon through 
all the powers of the mind. Every man 
has fome darling paffioh, which generally 
^ifFords the firft introdudion to vice. The 
irregular gratifications into which it occa- - 
fionaily feduces him, appear under the form 
of venial weakneffes ; and are indulged, ia 
the beginning, with fcrupuloufnefs and re^ 
ferve. But, by longer pradice, thcfe re- 
ftraints weaken, and the power of habit 
grows. Pne yice brings iti another to its 
aid. By a fort of i^atqral affinity they con- 
ned and ^ntwine themfelyes together ; till 
their xoots cppie to be fpread wide and deep 
Qver all jhe foul. When guilt rifes to be 
glaring, goofciepcc endeavours to remon- 
llriite/ But confcience is a calm principle, 
Paffion is loud a.nd iinpctuous ; and creates 
a tumult which drowns the voice of reafoni, 
it joins, l^efides, artifice to violence ; and 
feduces at the fame tim^ that it impels, 
l^or i^ employs the underftanding to impofe 
tjpon the confcicnce. It devifes reafons 

and 
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M. 4nd arguments to juftify the Gorru|itions of 
^ the heart. The common praftkc of the 
world is appealed to. Nice cUtftindions are 
made. Men are found to be circumftanced 
in fo peculiar a manner, as to render cer- 
tain adions cKcufable, if not blamelefs^ 
•which, in another fituation, it is confefied, 
would have beem criminal. By foch a pro-* 
cefe as this, there is reafon to believe that 
a great part of mankind advance from ftcp 
to Itep in fin, partly hurried by paffion, 
and partly blinded by felf-deceit, without 
any juft fenfe of the degree of guilt whicht 
they corttrad. By inveterate habits, theii? 
judgment is, at length, perverted, aiid theiif 
moral feelings are deadened. They fee noW 
,t<^ith other eyes ; and can look without paitt 
ori evil- actions which they formerly aif-^ 
horred. 

It is proper, however, to obfcrve, that 
though our native fentiments of abhorrence 
at guilt may be fo borne down, or fo^eluded, 
as to lofe their influence on cortdud, yer 
thofe fentiments belonging originally to our 
frame, arid being never totally eradicatedt 

froixx 
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from the foul, will ilill retain fo much an- S E R m: 
thority^ 3^ if not to reform, at leaft, on fome ^ r ^ 
ocoaiions, to chaftea the finner. It is only 
during a courfe of profperity, that vice 
able to carry on its delufions without dif- 
turbance. But, amidft the dark and thought-^ 
ful fituations of life, confcience regains its 
rights ; and pours the whole bitterncfs of 
remorfe on his heart, who has apoftatized 
from his original principles. We may weUi 
believe that, before the end of his days, 
Hazael's lirft impreffions would be naadc 
to return. In the hour of adverfity, the 
remembrance of his conference with the 
venerable Prophet would fting. his hcArt* 
Comparing the fcintiments which, in thofe 
his better days, he felt, with the atrociout 
cruelties which he had afterwards commit- 
ted^ all the honours of royalty would be 
Ujnable to fave him^ from thd inward fenie 
of baieneis and infamy. 

From this view which, has been exhi*- 
bited of the progrcfe of corruption, and of 
the danger to which we are expofed, of 

falling 
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S E RM. falling from principles which once appeared 
y^ ^^^j firmly eftablifhed^ let us receive ufeful ad- 
monition for our own conduct. Let not 
him thatgirdctb on his barnefsy boafl like bim 
tbat puttetb it off^ Let no man place a rafh 
and dangerous confidence in . his virtue. 
But let bim tbat tbinketb be Jlandetb^ take 
heed left be fall. Never adventure on too 
near an approach to what is evil. Fami- 
liarize not yourfelves with it^ in the flight- 
eft inftances, without fear. Liften with 
reverence to every reprehenfion of con- 
fcience ; and preferve the mod quick and 
accurate fenfibility to right and wrong. If 
ever your moral impreflions begin to de- 
cay, and your natural abhorrence of guilt 
to leiTen, you have ground to dread that 
the ruin of virtue is faft approaching. 
While you employ all the circumfpeftion 
and vigilance which reafon can fuggeft^ let 
your prayers, at the fame time, continually 
afcend to God for fupport an4 aid. Re- 
member that from him defcendetb every good 
and ferfe8 gift ; and that to him only it 
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fent you faultlefs before the prefence of hu S E R M. 
glory with exceeding joy. I proceed now to .^^^^ 
the 

III. Observation from the text, That 
the power which corruption acquires to 
pervert the original principles of .man, is 
frequently owing to a change of their cir- 
cumftances and condition in the world. 
How different was Hazael, the meffenger 
of Benhadad, from Hazael the king; he, 
who ftarted at the mention of cruelty, from 
him who waded in blood! Of this fad 
and furprifing revolution, the Prophet em- 
phatically afligns the caufe, in thefe few 
words; The Lord hath Jhewed me that thou 
Jbalt be king over Syria. That crown, that 
fatal crown, which is to be fet upon thy 
head, fliall Ihed a malignant influence over 
thy nature; and lhall produce that change 
in thy charafter, which now thou canft 
not believe. ■ ■ W hofe experience of the 
world is fo narrow, as not to furnifh him 
with inftances (imilar to this, in much 
humbler conditions of life ? So great is 

the 
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tlie Influence of a new fituation of external 
fortune ; fuch a different turn it gives to 
our temper and affeftions, to our views 
and defires, that no man can foretel what 
his charaifter would prove, fliould Provi- 
dence either raife or deprefs his circum- 
ftances in a remarkable degree, or throw 
him into fome fphere of a£tion, widely dif- 
ferent from that to which he has been ac- 
cuilotHed in former life* 

The feeds of various qualities, good and 
had, Ke in all our hearts. But until pro- 
per occaiions ripen, and bring them for- 
ward, they lie there inadlive and dead. 
They are covered up and concealed within 
the recefles of our nature : or, if they fpring 
up at all, it is under fuch an appearance as 
is frequently miftaken, even by ourfelves. 
Pride, for inftance, in certain lituations, 
hag no opportunity of difplaying itfelf, but 
as magnanimity, or fenfe of honour. Ava- 
rice appears as neceflary and laudable oeco- 
nomy. What in one ftation of life would 
difcover itfelf to be cowardice and bafenefs 
©f mind, palTes in another for prudent cir- 

cumfpedion. 



Digitized by 



On the CbaraSer of Ha%ad. ^51 

cnmfpedion. What in the fulnefs of power s E r 
would prove to be cruelty and opprefEon, . ^^Vj 
is reputed, in a fubordinate rank, no more 
than the exercife of proper difcipline. For 
a while, the man is known neither by the 
world nor by himfelf, ' to be what he truly 
is* But brii^ him into a new fituation of 
Ufe, which accords wkh his predominant 
^iipoTition ; wliich ftrikes on certain latent 
qualities of his foul, and awakens them into ^ 
action ; and as the leaves of a flower gra- 
dually unfold to the fun,fo fliall all his true 
chara<aer open full to view. 

This- may, in one light, be accounted 
aot fo mijch an alteration of charadler pro- 
duced by a change of circumftances, as a 
difcovery brought forth of the real character, 
which formerly lay concealed. Yet, at the 
fame time, it is true that the man himfelf 
undergoes a change. For opportunity being 
given for certain difpofitions, which had 
|?een dormant, to exert themfclves without 
Mftraint, they of courfe gather ftrength. 
By loeans of the afcend^ncy which they 
gain, Qther pacts of the temper are bo^e 

down; 
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SE^RM. down; and thOs ati alteration is^made iti 
a-, the whole ftt-udture and fyftcm of the foul; 
He is a truly wife and good nlan whoj 
through divinii affiftancej remains fbperi^ 
0ur to this influence df fortune oti hi^ cha- 
raderi who having dnce imbib&d worthy 
fentiments^ and eftabliihed proper priiiciple^ 
of a£tion^ continues cdnftant \6 thefe; 
whatever his eircumftances be ; maintains; 
throughout all the changes of his life^ one 
uniform and fupported tenour of condud ; 
and what he abhqrred as evil and wicked id 
the beginning of his 4aysi continues to ab- 
hor to the end. But how ifalre is it to mfeet 
with this honourable confiftertqr among 
men, while they are pafling through the 
different fl:ations and periods of life I When 
they are fetting out in th6 worlds before 
their minds have been greatly milled or 
debafedj they glow with generous emotions^ 
and look with coriteriipt oh what iS fordid 
and guilty. . But advancing farther in life^ 
> and inured by degrees to the crooked ways 

of men ; prefling through the crowdj and 
the buftle of the world \ obliged to contend 

with 
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with this man's craft, and that man's fcorn ; s E R M. 
iiccuftomcd, foroetimes, to conceal their ^ 
fentiments, and often to ftifle their feelings, 
they became at laft hardened in heart, and 
familiar with corruption. Who would not 
drop a tear over this fad, but frequent fall of 
human probity and honour? Who is not » 
humbled, when he beholds the refined fen- 
timents and high principles on which we 
are fo ready to value ourfelves, brought to 
fuch a ihameful iflue ; and man, with all 
his boafted attainments of reafon, difcovcr- 
ed fo often to be the creature of his exter- 
nal fortune, moulded and formed by the 
incidents of his life ? 

The inftance of Hazael's degeneracy 
leads us to refledl, in particular, on the dan- 
gers which arife from ftations of power and 
greatnefs ; efpecially, when the elevation of 
men to thefe has been rapid and fudden. 
Few have the ftrength of mind which is re- 
quifite for bearing fuch a change with tem- 
perance and felf-command. The relpedt 
which is paid to the great, and the fcope 

Vol. II. A a which 
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s ^^j^' which their condition affords for the indul*' 
% v ' -,.! gcnce of pleafure, are perilous circumftances 
to virtue. When men live among their 
equals, and are accuftomed to encounter the 
hardfhips of life, they arc of courie remind- 
ed of their mutual dependence on each 
' other, and of the dependence of all up<Mi 
God. But when they are highly exalted 
above their fellows, they meet with few 
objefts to awaken ferious reflexion, but 
with many to feed and inflame their paf- 
fions. They are apt to feparate their in- 
tereft from that of all around them ; to 
wrap themfelves up in their vain grandeur; 
and, in the lap of indolence and felfiih plea- 
fure, to acquire a cold indifference to the 
concerns even of thofe whom they call their 
friends. The fancied independence into which 
they are lifted up, is adverfe to fentiments 
of piety, as well as of humanity, in their 
heart. Taking the timbrel and the barp^ and 
rejoicing at the found of the organ^ they fay 
unto God^ Depart from usy for we dejire not 
the knowledge of thy ways. What is the 



Almighty that we Jbould ferve him ? or what 
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profit Jbould we have^ if we pray unto 
bim ? 

But we are not to imagine^ that elevated 
ftatioas in the world furnifli the only formi- 
dable trials to which our virtue is expofed. 
It will be found, that w^ are liable to no 
fewer nor lefs dangerpiis temptations, from 
the oppofite extreme of poverty and depref- 
fioii. When men who have known better 
days are thrown down into abjed rituations 
of fortune, their fpirits are broken and their 
temper foured. ifinvy rankles in their 
breaft at fuch as are more fuccefsfuL The 
providence of Heaven is accufed in fecret 
ttiutmurs ; and the fenfe of mifery is rfeady 
to pufli them into atrocious crimes, iii order 
to better their ftat^. Among the inferiout 
clafles of mankind, craft and diflionefty ar6 
too often found to prevail. Low and pei-^ 
nUrious circumftances deprefs the humari 
powers. They deprive men of the propef 
means of knowledge and improvement j and 
where ignorance is grofs, it is always in 
hazard of engendering profligacy* 

A a 2 Hence 
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Hence it has been, generally, the opi- 
nion of wife men in all ages, that there is 
a certain middle condition of life, equally 
remote from either of thofe extremes of 
fortune, which, though it want not alfb its 
own dangers, yet is, on the whole, the 
ftate moll favourable both to virtue and to 
happinefs. For there, luxury and pride oh 
the one hand, haVe not opportunity to ener- 
vate or intoxicate the mind, nor want and 
dependence on the other, to fink and de- 
bafe it ; there, all the native afFedlions of 
the foul have the freeft and faireft exercife, 
the equality of men is felt, friendfhips ar^ 
formed, and improvements of every fort are 
purfued with moft fuccefs ; there, men are 
prompted to induftry without being over- 
come by toil, and their powers called forth 
into exertion, without being either fuper- 
ifeded by too much abundance, or baffled 
by Iniiiperable difficulties ; there, a mixture 
of comforts and of wants, at once awakens 
their gratitude to God, and reminds them 
of their dependence on his aid ; and there- 
fore, in this ftate, men fcem to enjoy life to 

jnoft 
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moft Advantage^ and to be leaft expofed to S ^^^w* 
the lhares of vice. Such a condition is re- 
corded in the book of Proverbs, to have 
been the jwifh and choice of one who was 
eminent for wifdom. Remove far from me 
vanity and lies. Give me neither poverty nor 
riches. Feed me with food convenient for 
me. Lejl I be full and deny TheCy and fay^ 
Who is the Lord ? or left J be poor and ftealy 
and take the name of my God in vain *. 

From the whole view which we have 
now taken of the fubjedt, we may, in the 
. firft; place, learn the reafons for which a 
variety of conditions and ranks was efta- 
bliflied by Providence among mankindr^ 
This life is obvioufly intended to be a ftate 
of probation and triaj. No trial of charac- 
ters is requifite with refpedt to God, who 
fees what is in every heart, and perfedlly 
knows what part each man would adl, in all 
the poflible fituatipns. of fortune. But on 
account of nien themfelves, and of the 



* Prov. XXX. 8, 9. 
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s E R M. world around them, it was neceflary that 
u trial fhould take place, and a difcfimmation 

of characters be made ; in order that true 
virtue might be feparated fror» feilfe appear^ 
ances of it, and the juftice of Heaven be 
tlifplayed in its final retributions; in order 
that tl^e failings of men might be fo dif- 
covered to themfelves, as to afford them 
proper inftruaion,and promote their amend- 
ment ; and in order that their charafters 
might be fhown to the w^orld in every 
point of view, which could fumifti either 
examples for imitation, or admonitions of 
danger. The accomplifliment of theft im- 
portant purpofes required, that human life 
fliould not always proceed in one tenour ; 
but that it fliould both be chequered with* 
many revolutions, and diverfified by a var 
riety of employments and ranks j in pafl^ 
ing through which, the touchftone might 
be applied to the charafters of men, and 
their hidden virtues or vices explored, 
Hazael might have appeared in hiftory with 
a degree of reputation to which he was not, 
f ^titled, had he continued to ad in a fub- ' 

ordinate 
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or^iwate /lation. At bottom, he was falfc 
and unfound. When raifed higher in life, 
the corruption of his heart difcovered itfelf; 
and he is now held forth with deferved in^ 
famy, as a warning to fucceeding ages. 

In the fecond place we learn, from what 
has been faid, the importance of attending, 
with the utmoft care, to the choice which we 
make of our employment and condition in ^ 
life. It has been fhown, that our external 
fittiation frequently operates powerfully on 
our moral charadter ; and by confequence 
that it is ftridly conneded, not only with 
our temporal welfare, but with our ever- 
lafting happinefs or mifery. He who might 
have pafled unblamed,and upright, through 
certain walks of life, by unhappily choofing 
a road where he meets with temptations too 
ftrong for his virtue, precipitates hiixifelf 
into fliame here, and into ^ndlefs ruin here- 
after. Yet how often is the determination 
of this moft important article left to the 
<:hance of accidental connections, or fub-r 
j^itted to the option of youthful fancy and 
A a ^ humour? 
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humour? When it is made the fubjed of 
ferious deliberation, how fcldom have they, 
on whom the decifion of it depends, any 
further view than fo to difpofe of one who 
is coming out into life, as that he may the 
fooneft become rich, or, as it is expreffed, 
make his way to moft advantage in the 
world ? Are there no other objeds than 
this to be attended to, in fixing the plan of 
life? Are there no more facred and im- 
portant interefts which deferve to be con- 
fulted ? — You would not willingly place 
one whofe welfare you fhidied, in a fitua- 
tion for which you were convinced that 
his abilities were unequal. Thele, there- 
fore, you examine with care j and on them 
you reft the ground of your decifion* Be 
perfuaded that not abilities merely, but the 
turn of the temper and the heart, require 
to be examined with equal attention, in 
forming the plan of future eftablifliment. 
Every one has fome peculiar weaknefs, 
fome predominant paffion, which expofes 
him to temptations of one kind more than 
of another. Early this may be difcerned 

to 
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to flioot ; and frpm its firft rifings its fu- S E R m. 
ture growth may be inferred Anticipate ^^^^^ 
its progrefs. Confider how it is likely to 
be aiFe^ked by fucceeding occurrences in 
life. If you bring one whom you are rear-» 
ing up into a fituation, where all the fur- 
rounding circumftances lhall cherifli and 
. mature this fatal principle in his nature^ 
you become, in a great mcafure^ anfwcr- 
able for the confequences that follow. la 
vain you truft to his abilities and powers. 
Vice and corruption, when they have taint- 
ed the heart, are fuflScient to overfet the 
greateft abilities. Nay, too frequently they 
turn them againft the p<^ffor; and render 
them the inftruments of his more fpeedy 
ruin* 

In the third place, we learn from the 
hiftory which has been illuflxated, never to 
judge of true happinefs, merely from the 
degree of men's advancement in the world. 
Always betrayed by appearances, the mul- 
titude are caught by nothing fo much as by 
the fliow and pomp of life. They think 

every 
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5 E ^^Mf everyone bleft, who is raifed far above others 
v^Jy-'^ in rank. From their earlieft years they are 
taught to fix their viev^rs upon worldly ele- 
vation^ ad the ultimate objeft of their aims ; 
and of all the fources of error in condud, 
this is the moft general. — ^Hazael, on the 
' thirone of Syria, would, doubtleis, be more 
envied, and efteemed by the multitude a 
far happier man than, when yet a fiibjed, 
he was employed by Benhadad to carry his 
meflage to Elifha. Yet, O Hazael ! bow 
much better had it been for thee never to 
have knovra the name or honour of a king, 
than to have purchafed it at the expence of 
fo much guilt ; forfeiting thy firft and beft 
chara£ter; rufhing into crimes which were 
once thine abhorrence ; and becoming a 
traitor to the native fentiments and didlates 
of thy heart! How fatal to thy repofe 
proved that coveted purple, which was 
drenched by thee in fo much innocent blood \ 
How much more cheerful were thy days, 
and how much calmer thy nights; in the 
former periods of thy life, than when, 
placed on a throne, thy ears were invaded 

by 
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by day with the cries of the miferable whom ^ 
thou hadft ruined ; and thy {lumbers broken y^^^^^^i 
by night with the fbocking remembrance of 
thy cruelties and crimes !— ^ — Never let us 
judge by the. outfide pf things; nor con-r 
elude a man to be happy, folely becaufe he 
is encompafled with wealth or grandeur^r 
Much mifery often lurks where it is Uttl? 
fufpeded by the world. The matjeri^l in-r 
quiries. refpe£ting felicity are, nqt . what 
man's external condition is, but wit;h what 
difpofuion pf mind he bes^rs it ; whether he 
be corrupted or improved by it ; whether 
he conduds himfelf fo a,s to be acceptable 
to God, and approved of by good men. 
For thefe are the circumftances which make 
the real and important diftin£tions an^ong 
the conditions of men, , The effeds of thefe 
are to laft for ever, when all worldly dif-^ 
tindions fliall be forgotten. 

In the fourth place, from all that has 
been faid, we fhould learn never to be im^ 
moderately anxious about our external fitu^ 
ation, but to fubmit our lot with cheerful- 
nefs to the difpofal of Heaven. To make 

the 
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M. the beft and moft prudent arrangements 
^ which we can, refpeAing our condition in 
life, is matter of high duty. But let us re- 
member that all the plans that we form 
are precarious and uncertain. After the 
utmoft precautions taken by huinan wif- 
dom, no man can forefee the hidden dan- 
gers which may await him in that path of 
life on which he has pitched. Providence 
chufes for us much more wifely than we 
can chufe for ourfelves ; and, from circum- 
ftances that appeared at firft moft unpro- 
mifing and adverfe, often brings forth in 
the iflue both temporal and fpiritual fdicity. 
Who kttowetb what is goad for a man in this 
lifcy all the days of bis vain lifcy which ht 
.Jpcndetb as a Jhadowf When we confider I 
the darknefs of our prefent ftate, the im- 
becility of human nature, and the doubtful 
and ambiguous value of all that we call 
profperity, the exhortation of the Pfalmift 
comes home with great force on every re- 
fie£ling mind. Commit thy way unto the 
Lord *. Form thy meafures with prudence j 

* Pfalm xxxvii. 5. ^ 

but 
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but diveft thyfelf of anxiety about tbe iflbe* S E R m. 
Inilead of feeking to order thine own lot, 
acquiefccin the appointment of Heaven, and 
follow without hefitation the call of Provi- 
dence, and of duty. In whatever fituation 
of life God fliall place thee, look up devoutly 
to Him for grace and affiftance; and ftudy 
to the part afligned thee with a faithful 
and upright heart. Thus lhalt thou have 
peace within thyfelf, while thy courfe is 
going on ; and whefi it draws towards a 
clofe, with fatisfadion thou lhalt review thy 
conida£t. For, after all the toils and labours 
of life, and all the vain ftruggles which we 
maintain for pre-eminence and diftinftion, 
we fliall find, at the conclufionof the whole 
fcene, that to fear God and keep bis command^ 
ments is the whole '^f^tan. 

\ 
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SERMON XllL 

On the Benefits to be derived from thi 
House of Mourning. 



Egclesiastes, vii. a, 3, 4. 

// is better to go to the houfe of mournings 
than to go to the houfe offeaJling;for thai 
is the end of all meriy and the living will 
lay it to his heart. Sorrow is better tharl 
laughter \ for by the fadnefs of the coun- 
tenance the heart is made better, ^he 
heart of the wife is in the houfe of mourn^ 
ing ; but the heart of fools is in the houfe 
of mirth. 

S E R M. TV >T ANY of the maxims contained in 
this book of Ecclefiaftes will appear 
ftrange fayings to the men of the world. 
But when they refled on the character of 

him 
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him who delivers them, they cannot but SE 
• • • X 

admit that his tenets deferve a ferious and ^ 

attentive examination. For they are not 
the doftrines of a pedant, who, from an 
obfcure retirement, declaims againft plea- 
fures which he never knew. They are not 
the invedives of a difappointed man, who 
takes revenge upon the world, by fatirifing 
thofe enjoyments, which he fought in vain to 
obtain. They are the conclufions of a great 
and profperous prince who had once given 
full fcope to his defires ; who was thoroughly 
acquainted with life in its moft flattering 
fcenes ; and who now, reviewing ail that 
he had enjoyed, delivers to us the refult of 
long experience, and tried wifdom. None 
of his principles feem, at firft view, more 
dubious andexceptionable than thofe which 
the text prefents. To afTert that forrow is 
preferable to mirth, and the houfe of mourn- 
ing to the houfe of feajling ; to advife men 
to,chufe mortification and fadnefs when it 
is in 'their power to indulge in joy, may 
appear harfh and unreafonable dodrines. 
They way, perhaps, be accounted enemies 

to 
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S £ R M. to the innocent enjoyment of life who give 
. countenance to fo fevere a fyftem, and 
thereby increafe the gloom which already 
fits fuflSciently heavy on the condition of 
man. But let this cenfure be fufpended, 
until we examine with care into the fpirit 
and meaning of the feutiments here de-- 
livered. 

It is evident that the wife man does not 
prefer forrow, upon its own account, to 
mirth ; or reprefent fadnefs as a ftate more 
eligible than joy. He confiders it in the 
light of difcipline only. He views it with 
reference to an end. He compares it with 
certain improvements which he fuppofes it 
to produce ; when the heart is made better 
by the fadnefs of the countenance^ and the 
living to lay to heart what is the end of all 
men. Now, if great and lafting benefits 
are found to refult from occafional fadnefs^ 
thefe, fure, may be capable of giving it the 
preference to feme fleeting fenfationsof joy. 
The means which he recommends in order 
to our obtaining thofe benefits, are to be ex- 
plained according to the principles qf found 

reafon; 
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reafon ; and to be underftood with thofe S E R M. 

XIII. 

limitations which the eaftern ftyle, in de- ^ \ 
livering moral precepts, frequently requires/ 
He bids us go to the boufi of mourning; but 
he does not command us to dwell there. 
"When he prefers forrow to laughter, he is 
not to be underftood as prohibiting all mirth ; 
as requiring us to wear a perpetual cloud on 
our brow, and to fequeftrate ourfelves from 
every cheerful entertainment of focial life. 
Such an interpretation would be inconfiftent 
with many other exhortations in his own 
writings which recommend temperate and 
innocent joy. It would not fuit with the 
proper difcharge of the duties which be- 
long to us as .members of fociety; and 
would be moft opppfite to the goodnefs and 
benignity of our Creator. The true fcope 
of his dodrine in this paffage is, that there 
is a certain temper and ftate of heart, which * 
is of far greater confequence to real happi- 
nefs than the habitual indulgence of giddy 
and thoughtlefs mirth ; that for the attain- 
ment and cultivation of this temper, fre- 
quent returns of grave reflection are necef- 
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s £ R M. fary ; that, upon this account, it is profitable 
^jj to give admiflion to thofe views of human 
diftreis, which tend to awaken fuch reflec- 
tion in the mmd ; and that thus, from the 
viciflitudes of foirow^ which we either expe- 
rience m our own lot^ or fympathife wjth in 
the lot of others, much wifdom and improve- 
ment may be derived. Thefe are. the fen- 
timents which Ipurpofe at prei^nt to juftify 
and recommend, as moft fuitable tathe dba- 
radier of men and of Cbriitiwis : and aot in 
the leaft inconiiftent with pteftfiure^ rightly 
underilood. 

An^ftig the variety of difpofitions w|iich 
are to be found in the world,^ fome in4e€d 
require lefs of thi^ dilcipline than others* 
There are pcrfons whofe tender aad deli- 
cate fenfibility, either derived from^ J^ature, 
or brought on by repeated a£lli<^ons^ v?^* 
ders them too deeply fufceptible of every 
mournful impreffion; whofe ipirits -ftand 
more in need of being fupported and cheer- 
ed, than of being faddened by the dark 
views of human life. In fuch cafes.vw. are 
commanded to li/l up the bands nvbicb bang 
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iiown^and to confirm the feebU knees But 
this is far froin bciiig the common difpofi- 
tion i£ men. Their minds are in general 
inclined to levity^ much more than to 
thoughtful melancholy ; and their hearts 
more apt to be contrad:ed and hardened^ 
than to relent with too much facility. I 
(hall ther^ore endeavour to fhew them, what 
bad inclinations their compliance with So^ 
lomon's advice would corred: j wTxat good 
difpodtionswith refpcdlto God, their neigh- 
bours, and themfelvcs, it would improve j 
ftnd how, upon the whole, his doftrine is 
verified, that by the fadnefs of the counter 
nance the heart is made better^ 

1 B£otK by obfetving, that the temper 
recommended in the text fuits the ptefent 
conftitution of things in this world. Mad 
man been deftined for a courfe of undif- 
turbed enjoyment, perpetual gaiety would 
then have correfponded to his ftate ; and 
peniive thought haye been an unnatural 
intrufion. But in a ilate where all is che« 

^ Ifaiah^ xxxv. 3. Heb« xai« 12. 
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quered and mixed, where there is noprofpe- 
rity without areverfe, andno joy without its 
attending griefs ; where from the houfe of 
feafting all muft, at one time or other, pafs 
into the houfe of mourning, it would be 
equally unnatural if no admiffionwere given 
to grave reflection. The mind of man muft 
be attempered to his condition. Provi- 
dence, whofe. wifdpm is confpicuous in all 
its works, has adjufted with exa<a: propor- 
tion the inward powers to the outward ftate 
of every rational being. It has for this pur- 
pofe implanted the ferious and fympathetic 
feelings in our nature, that they might cor- 
refpond with the viciflitudes of forrow iu 
our lot. He who endeavours to repel their 
influence, or to ftifle them, in unfeafonable 
mirth, a£ts a violent and unnatural part. 
He ftrives with vain effort againft the cur- 
rent of things; contradifts the intentions 
of his Maker, and counterads the original 
impulfes of his own heart. 

It is proper alfo to obferve, that as the 
Jadnefs of the countenance has, in our prefent 
Ctuation, a proper and natural place j fo it 
5 is 
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Is recfuifite to the true enjoyment of plea- 
fure. Worldly and fenfual men often re- 
mark not, till it be too late, that, by the 
ftudied efforts of conftant repetition, all their* 
pleafures fail. • They draw them off fo clofe 
to th-e dregs, that they become infipid and 
naufeous. Hence even in laughter their 
heart is forrowful^ arid the end of their mirth 
is heqvinefs It is only the interpofal of 
ferious and thoughtful hours, that' can give 
any lively fenfation to the returns of joy. 
I fpeak not of thofe thoughtful hours, too 
well known to fmners, which proceed from 
guilty remorfe ; and which, inftead of pre- 
paring for future pleafure, damp and ficken 
the iiioment of enjoyment; but of thofe 
which. take rife from the mind retreating 
into itfelf, and opening to the fentiments of 
religion and humanity. Such hours of 
virtuous fadaefe brighten the gleams of fuc- 
ceeding joy. They give, to the temperate 
enjoyments of the pious and humane, a re- 
fined and delicate relifh, to which the hard- 
ened and infenfible are entire ftrangers. 

* Prov. >iv. 13. 
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^xni.^* For it will be found, that in proportion aa 
— ' the tender affcdions of the foul are kept 
awake, how much foever they aflay fomc- 
times diftrefs the heart, they prefervc it open 
likewife to the moft agreeable fenfations. 
He who never knew the forrowg of firiend- 
fl^ip, never alfo knew its joys. He whofe 
heart cannot relent in the houfe of mourn* 
ing, will, in the moft focial hour of the 
houfe of feafting, partake of no more than 
the loweft ,part of animal pleafure. 
Having premifed thefe obfervations, I pro-* 
' ceed to point out the direct efFeSs of a pro- 
per attention to the diftreffes of life upon onv 
moral and religious charaden 

In the firft place, the houfe of mourn-* 
ing is calculated to give a proper check to 
our natural thoughtleflhefs and levity. The 
indolence of mankind, and their love of 
pleafure, fpread through all charaders and 
ranks fome degree of aVerfion to what 
is grave and ferious. They grafp at any 
objedt, either of bufinefs or amufement, 
which m^kcj the prefect moment pafs 

fmopthljf 
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fmootblyawayj which carries their thoughts serm. 
abroad, and laves them from the trouble of . ^ 
refle&ing oh themfelves. With too many, 
this paflfes into a habit of conftant diffipa- 
tion. If their fortune and rank allow them 
tq^ indulge their inclinations, they devote 
themfelves to tha purfuit of amufement 
^through all its different forms. The fkilful 
arrangement of its fucceffive fcenes, and the 
preparatory ftudy for fliining in each, are 
the only exertions on which their under- 
ftanding is employed. Such a mode of life 
may keep aliv«, for a while, a frivolous vi- 
vacity. It may improve men in fome of 
thofe exteriour accomplifliments, which 
Iparkle in the eyes of the giddy and the 
vain ; but it muft fink them in the efteenji 
of all the wife. It renders them ftrangers 
to themfelves ; and ufelefs, if not perni- 
cious, to the world. They lofe every manly 
principle. Their minds become relaxed and 
^effeminate. All that is great or refpedlable 
in the human character is buried under a 
jEZiafs pf tribes and follies* 

Pb4 If 



Digitized by 



37^ On the Benefits to be derived 

^ ^)au^' ^omc. meafures ought to be taken for 
s refcuing the mind from this difgraceful le- 
vity ; if fome principles muft be acquired, . 
which may give more dignity and fteadi- 
nefs to condud: ; where, I pray you, are 
thefe to be looked for ? Not furely in the 
houfe of feafting, where every obje£t flat- 
ters the fenfes, and ftrengthens the feduc- # 
tions to which we are already prone ; where 
the fpirit of diffipation circulates from heart 
to heart ; and the children of folly mutually 
admire and are admired. It is in the fober 
and ferious houfe of mourning that the tide 
of vanity is made to turn, and a new di- 
rection given to the current of thought. 
When fome aflfedting incident prcfents a 
ftrong difcovery of the deceitfulnefs of all 
worldly joy, and roufes our fenlibility to 
human woe ; when we .behold thofe with 
whom we had lately mingled in the houfe - 
of feafling, funk by fome of the fudden 
vicillitudes of life into the .vale of mifery ; 
or when, in fad filence, we (land by the 
friend whom we had loved as our own foul, 
ftretched on the bed of death j then is the 

feafon 
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feafoh when the world begins to appear in a 
new light ; when the heart opens to virtu* 
ous fentiments, and is led into th^t train of. 
refle<3:ioi;i which ought to direft life. He 
who before knew not what it was to com- 
rriune with his heart on any ferious fubject, 
now puts the queftion to himfelf, for what 
piSrpofe he was fent forth into this mortal, 
tranfitory ftate ; what his fate is likely to 
be when it concludes; and what judgment 
he ought to form of thofe pleafures which 
amufe for a little, but which, he now fees, 
cannot fave the heart from anguifli in the 
evil day ? Touched by the hand of thought- 
ful melancholy, that airy edifice of blils, 
which fancy had raifed up for him, vaniflies 
away. He beholds^ in the place of it, the 
lonely and barren defert, in which, fur- 
rounded with many a difagreeable objed:, 
he is left mufmg upon himfelf. The time 
which he has mif-fpent, and the faculties 
which he has mifemployed, his foolifh le- 
vity and his criminal purfuits, all rife in 
painful profpea beforfe him. That un- 
known ftate of exiftence into which, race 

after 
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s ER M. after *ace, the chUdren of men pafs, 

, his mind with folemn awe. — \% there ^ 
courfe by which he can retrieve his paftr 
errours ? Is there no fuperiour power to 
which he Gai;i look up for aid ? Is thercriio 
plan of conduct which, if it exempt him 
not from fo^row, can at leaft procure him 
confolation amidft the diftrefsful exigeni^es 
of life? — 'Such meditations as thefe,' fug- 
gefted by the houfe of mourning, fre- 
quently produce a change on the .v^hole 
charaden ^ They ^revive thofe fpai?ks of 
goodn,efs which were nigh being quite ex- 
tinguifhed'tn. the diffipate^ mind ; and give 
rife to prindpLcs of , conduct more rational 
in themfelv^s, and more fuitable to the hib? 
man ftatei • ^ 

In th^ /ftcond place, impreffions of thii 
nature not only produce moral ferioufnefaj 
but awaken featiments of piety, and bring 
men into the fan£tuary of religion. On§ 
inight, indeed, imagine that the blelEng^ 
of a profperous condition would prove the 
njpft natural ipciteni^f nts to devotion ; and 

that 
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andikw nothing but happinefs around them, v-^-^-^ 
they could not fail gratefully to acknow- 
ledge that God who giveth them all things 
richly to enjoy. Yet fuch i^ theit corruption, 
that they are never more ready to forget 
their benefaftor, than when loaded with his 
benefits. The giver is concealed from their 
carelefs and inattentive view, by the cloud 
of his own gifts. When their life conti* 
Hues to flow in one fmooth current un-- 
nifHed by any griefs ; when they neitheif 
receive in their own circumftances, nor al- 
low themfelves to receive from the circum^ 
ftances of others, any admonitions of hu- 
man inftability, they not only become 
regardlefs of Providence, but are in hazard 
of contemning it. Glorying in their ftrength, 
and lifted up by the pride of life into fup- 
pofed independence, that impious fenti- 
ment, if not uttered by the mouth, yet too 
often lurks in the hearts of many, during 
their flourifhing periods. What is the AU 
mighty that, we Jhould ferve him^ and what 
profit Jhould we have jf n^e pray unto him f 
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If iuch be the tendency of the houfe oF 
feafting, how neceflary is it, that, by fome. 
change in their fituation, men Ihould be 
obliged to enter into the houfe of mourn- 
ing, in order to recover a proper fenfe of 
their dependent ftate? It is there, when 
forfaken by the gaieties of the world, and 
left alone with God, that we are made to 
perceive how awful his government is ; how 
eafily human greatnefs bends before him ; 
and how quickly all our defigns and mea- 
fures, at his interpofal, vanifh into no- 
thing. There, when the countenance is 
fad, and the affections are foftened by grief; 
when we fit apart, involved in ferious 
thought, looking down as from fome emi- 
nence on thofe dark clouds that hang over 
the life of man, the arrogance of profperity 
is humbled, and the heart melts under the 
inj,preffions of religion. Formerly we were 
taught, but now we fee, we feel, how 
much we ftand in need of an Almighty 
Protedlor, amidft the changes of this vain 
world. Our foul cleaves to him who de- 
fpifes not^ nor abhors the affiiStion of the 

afflieied* 
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affllBed. Prayer flows forth of its own ac- ^^j^^^* 
cord from the relenting heart, that he may k^ ^^L^ 
be our God, and the God of our friends in 
diftrefs ; that he may never forfake us while 
we are fojourning in this land of pilgrim- 
age; may ftrengthen us under , its cala- 
mities, and bring us hereafter to thofe ha- 
bitations of reft, where we, and they whom 
we love, may be delivered from the trials 
which all are now doomed to endure. The 
difcoveries of his mercy, which he has made 
in the gofpel of Chrifl:, are viewed with 
joy, as fo many rays of light fent down 
from above to difpel, in fome degree, the 
furrounding gloom. A Mediator and In- 
tercefllbr with the fovereign of the uni- 
verfe, appear comfortable names ; and the 
refurrcdiion of the juft becomes the power- 
ful cordial of grief. In fuch moments as 
thefe, which we may juftly call happy mo- 
ments, the foul participates of all the plea- 
fures of devotion. It feels the power of 
religion to fuppbrt and relieve. It is foft- 
. ened, without being broken. It is full, 
and it pours itfelf forth ; pours itfelf forth, 

if 



Digitized by 



Oh the Benefits to he derived 

if we may be allowed to ufe the expreffioii^ 
into the bofom of its merciful Gpeator^ 

In the third place, fuch feiious fenti- 
ments produce the happieft effect upon our 
dilpofition towards our fellow-creatures, ad 
well as towards God. It is a common and 
juft obfervation, that they who have lived 
always in affluence and eafe, ftrangers to 
the miferies of life, are liable to contrad 
hardnefs of heart with refpe£t to all the 
concerns of others. Wrapped up in them- 
felves, and their oWn pleafures, they be- 
hold with indifference the moft aficfling 
fcenes of diftrefs. Habituated to indulge 
all their defires without controul, they be- 
come impatient of the leaft provocation or 
offence ; and are ready to trample on their 
inferiours, as if they were creatures of a 
different fpecies from themfelves. Is this 
an amiable temper, or fuch as becomes a 
man? When appearing in others, do we 
not view it with much difpleafure ? When 
imputed to ourfelves,can wc avoid account- 
ing it a fevere reproach? 

4 By 
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.t/fiy tbe experience of diftrefe,^ tbis arro* SERM* 
gant infenlibility .of temper is moft efFec- j 
. tually correded ; as the remembrance of 
,ouf Q;wn fufFexings. naturally prompts us to 
fegl for otl^ers when they fufFer. But if 
Providence has been fo kind as not to fub- 
jecJi us to much of this difcipline in our own 
lot, let us draw improvement from the 
harder lot of others. Let us fometimes ftep 
afide from the fmooth and flowery paths 
in which we are permitted to walk, in 
order to view the toilfome march of our 
fellows throu^ the thorny defert. By vo- 
luntarily going into the houfe of mourning; 
by yielding to the fentiments whicli it ex- 
cites, and mingling our tears with thofe df 
the afflided, we fhall acquire that humane 
fenfibility which is one of the higheft or- 
naments of the nature of man. Perceiving 
how much the common diftrefles of life 
place us ail on a level, and render the high 
and the low, the rich and the poor, com- 
panions in misfortune and mortality, we 
. fhall learn to fet no man at nought, and, 
ieaft of any, our afHided brother. Preju- 
dices 
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dices will be extinguiflied, and benevo- 
lence opened and enlarged, when looking 
around on the multitude of men, we con- 
fider them as a band of fellow-travellers 
in the valley of woe, where it ought to be 
the office of every one to alleviate, as much 
as poflible, the common burden. — While 
the vain and the licentious are revelling in 
the midft of extravagance and riot, how 
little do they think of thofe fcenes of fore 
diftrefs which are going on at that moment 
throughout the world ; multitudes ftrug- 
gling for a poor fubfiftence to fupport the 
wife and the children whom they love, and 
who look up to them with eager eyes for 
that bread which they can hardly procure ; 
multitudes groaning under ficknefs in de-* 
folate cottages, untended and unmourned; 
many, apparently in a better fituation of 
life, pining away in fecret with concealed 
griefs ; families weeping over the beloved 
friends whom they have loft, or, in' all the 
bitternefs of anguifh, bidding thofe whp 
are juft expiring the laft adieu ! 

May 
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May we not appeal to the heart of every S 
good man, nay almoft to the heart of every ^ 
man whq has not divefted himfelf of hid 
natural feelings, whether the admiflion of 
fuch views of human life might not^ forfte- 
times atleaft^ furnifh a more worthy employ- 
Uient to the mind, than that mirth of fools ^ 
which Solomon compares to the crackling 
of thorns under a pot * ; the tranfient burft 
of unmeaning joy; the empty explofion 
of giddinefs and levity? Thofe fallids of 
jollity in the houfe of feafting are. often 
forced from a troubled mind ; like, flafhes 
from the black cloud, whieh^ after a mo- 
mentary effulgence^ are fucceeded by thicker 
, darkncfs. Whereas companionate affec* 
tions, even at the time when they draw 
tears from our eyes for human mifery, 
convey fatisfa<Slion to the heart. The gra- 
cious appointment of Heaven has ordained 
that fympathetic pains Ihould always be 
accompanied with a certai^i degree of plea-* 
furc J on purpofe that we might be more 

. ♦ Ecclef. vii. 6. 

Vol. IL ~ C c intercfted 
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intereftcd in the cafe of the diftrefFed, and 
that, by this myfterious bond, man might 
be linked defer to man* The inward fa- 
tisfadion which belongs to the compaffi- 
onate affections is^ at the fame time, height- 
ened by the approbation which they receive 
from our reafon } and by the confcioufnefs 
which they afford us of feeling what men 
and Chriftians ought to feeh 

In the fourth place, the difpofition re- 
commended in the text, not only improves 
us in piety and humanity, but likewifc 
aflifts us in felf-^govemment, and the due 
moderation of our defires. The houfe of 
mourning is the fchool of temperance and 
fobriety. Every wife man will find it for 
his intereft to enter into it fometimes of his 
own accord, left otherwife he be compelled 
, to take up his dwelling there. Seafonablein- 
terruptions of our pleafures are fteccf&ry to 
their prolongation. For, continued fcencs 
of luxury and indulgence haften to a me- 
lancholy iffue. The houfe of feafting too 
often becomes an avenue to the houfe of 

mourning. 
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moiiming. Short, to the iicentious, is the S E R 
mtervai bietwcen them; and ^jcedy the ^J ^ ^^ 
tranfition frdm the one to the other* 

But fuppofing that^ by piitdent manage** 
ittli^nti the men of pleafure could arbid the 
pernicious efFeds which intemperance and 
diffolutenefs arc likely to produce on their 
health or their fortune, can they alfo pre-^ 
vent thofe difordera which fuch habits will 
introduce iftto their minds? Can they 
efcape that wrath of the Almighty, which 
will infallibly purfue them for their fins 
both here and hereafter? For whence, fo 
much as from the unchecked purfuit of 
pleafure, do all thofe crimes arife which 
ftain the charafters of men with the deleft 
guilt, and expofe them to the fevereft judg- 
ments of heaven ? Whence, then, is the 
corrediive of thofe mifchiefs to be fought, 
but from fuch a difcipline as &all moderate 
that intoxipcrate admiration of the world 
=which gave rife to the evil ? By repairing 
fometimes to the houfe of mourning, you 
would chaften the loofenefs of fancy, abate 
the eagernefs of palfioa, and afibrdfcppe to 
C c 2 ' reafon^ 
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J- reafon for exerting her reftratining powers^ 
You would behold this world dripped of 
its falfe colours^ and reduced to its propet 
leveh Many an important inftru^lion you 
would receive from the humiliation of the 
proudy the mortification of the vain, and 
the fuflfcrings of the voluptuous, which you 
would fee exemplified before youj in the 
chambers of forrow, of ficknefsj and of 
death. You would then be faught to n?- 
jo 'tce as though yoii rejoiced notj and to weep 
as though you weeped not; that is^ neither 
in joy, nor in griefi Xo run to excefs; but 
to ufe this world fo as not to abufe it; con- 
templating the fafhion thereof as paj/ing 
away. 

Moreover, you would there learn the 
Important leiTon of fuiting your mind, be* 
fore-hand, to what you had reafon to ex-* 
ped. from the world ; a leifon too feldora 
ftudied by mankind, and to the negledt of 
l¥hich, much of their ihifery, and much of 
their guilt is to be charged. By turning 
away their eyes from the dark fide of life J 
by looking at the world only in one Jight j 

and 
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;ind that a flattering one, they form their 
pieafures on a falfe plan, and are neceflfa- 
(Tily deceived and betrayed. Henqq, the 
vexation of fucceieding difappointment and 
blafte4 hope. Hence, th<jir crjmiqal impa- 
tience of life, and their bitter acci^fat jons of 
God and man ; when, in truth, tbfsy have 

reafon to accufe only their own folly. r 

Thou who wouldft ad like a wife man, and 
build thy houfe on the rock, and not on the 
f^nd, contemplate human lifq not only in 
the funfhine, b}it in the fhade. Frequent 
the houfe of mpurningj, as well a^ the l^oufe 
of mirth. Study the nature of tljat ftate ia 
which thou art placed ; and balance its joys 
with its forrows. Thou feeft that the cup 
which is held forth to the whqle Imman 
jrace, is mixed. Of its bitter ingredients, 
exped that thou art to drink thy portion. 
Thou feeft the ftorna hovering every where 
jn the clouds around thee* Be not furjMrifed 
if on thy head it fhall break. Lower, there- 
fore, thy fails. Difmifs thy florid hopea ; 
and come forth prepared either to act qr to 
fuffej^, according as Heaven Ihall decree. 

Cc3 Thu^ 
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pereft mcafures tpr defence, by endeavpur-r 
ing to fecure an intcreft in his favour, who, 
in the time of trouble^ can bide tbee in his 
pavilion. Thy mind fhall adjuft itfelf tq 
follow the order of his providence. Thou 
(halt be enabled with equanimity and ftea-: 
dinefs, to hold thy courfe through life. 

In the fifth place, l^y accvftoming our- 
felves to fuch feripus views pf life^ our ex-r 
ceflive fondnefs for life itfelf will be mo- 
derated, and our minds gradually formed 
to wifli and to long for a better world. If 
we know that our continuance here is to hp 
fhort, and that we are intended by our 
Maker for a more lafting (late, and for em- 
ployments of a nature altogether different 
from thofe which now occupy the bufy, or 
amufe the vain, we muft furely be con- 
vinced that it is of the highe^l confequence 
to prepare ourfelves for fo important a 
change. This view of our duty is fre- 
quently held up tons in the facred writings; 
and hence religion becomes, though not a 

morofe, 
9 
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morofe^ yet a grave and folemn principle, S 
calling off the attention of men from light ^ 
purfuits to thofe which are of eternal mo- 
ment. What is a man profited if he fi^all 
gain the whole world ^ and lofe his own foul ; 
if he ftiall lead a life of thoughtlefs mirth 
on earth, and exclude himfelf from eternal 
felicity in heaven ? Worldly affection, and 
fenfual pleafure deprefs all our higher powers. 
They form an unnatural union between the 
human foul and this earth, which was only 
defigned for its temporary abode. They 
attach it too ftrongly to objects from which 
it muft fliortly part; They alienate its de- 
fires from God and heaven, and dejedt it 
with flavifh and unmanly fears of death. 
Whereas, by the difcipline of religious fe- 
rioufnefs^ it is gradually loofened from the 
fetters of fenfe. Affifted to difcover the 
vanity of this world, it rifes above it j and 
in the hours of fober thought, cultivates 
connexion with thofe divine and immor- 
tal obje£ts, among which it is defigned to 

C c 4 Enough^ 
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s E R M. Enough has now been laid tQ convince 
_^ any thinking perfon of thejuftice and rea- 
fonablenefs of the maxims in the text ; and 
to fhow, that, on various occafions, forrow 
may be better than laughter. Wouldft thou 
acquire the habit of recoUeftion, and fix the 
principles of thy condud j wouldft thou be 
led up to thy Creator and Redeenaer, and 
be formed to fentiments of piety and devo-^ 
tion J wouldft thou be acquainted with thofe 
inil4 and tender afFe£lions which delight the 
compaffionate and humane ; woyldft thou 
have the power of fenfual appetites tamed 
and corrected, and thy foul raifed above the 
ignoble loye of life, qnd fear of death ? Go, 
my brother, go-r-not to fcen^s oif ple^fure 
and riot, not to the houfe of feafting iand 
mirth — but to the filent houfe of mourn- 
ing; and adventure to dwell for a while 
aniong pbjeds that will foften thy heart. 
Contemplate the lifelefs remains of what 
once was fair and flourifhing; Bring home- 
tp thyfelf the viciflitudes of life. Recal the 
remembrance of the friend, the parent, or 
the child, whom thou tenderly lovedft. Look 

back 
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hack on the days of formet years ; and think S E R M, 

the companions of thy youth, who now , -| 
fleep in the duft. Let the vanity, the rnuta-* 
bility^ and the forrows of the human eftate, 
rife in full profped before thee ; and though 
tby countenance mdcy ht made fady thy heart 
Jhall be made better. This fadnefs, though 
for the prefent it dejedls, ,yet fhall in the 
end fortify thy , fpirit ; infpiring thee with 
fqch f(pntin;ents, and prompting 4uch refo- 
lutions as fhall enable thee to enjoy, with 
more real advantage, the reft of life. Dif^ 
pofitions of this nature form one part of 
the character of thofe mourners whom our 
Saviour hath pronounced blejfed; ai^d of 
thofe to whom it is: promif^d, that fowing 
in tears they Jl^H reap in joy A great 
difference there is between being feriou$ 
and melancholy ; and a melancholy too 
1 there is of that kind which deferves to be 
fometimes indulged. 

Religion hath on the whole provided 
for every good man abundant materials of 
confolation and relief. How dark foevef 

* Matth. V. 4. Pfalp cxxvi, 5^ 

the 
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S Ac prefent face nature may appear, it 

Ci-yl^ difpels the darknefs, when it brings into 
view the entire fyftem of things, and ex- 
tends our furvey to the whole kingdom of 
God. It reprefents what we now behold 
as only a part, and a fmall part, of the ge- 
neral order. It affiircs us, that though here, 
for wife ends, mifery and forrow are per- 
mitted to have place, thefe temporary evils 
fhall, in the end, advance the happinefs of 
all who love God, and are faithful to their 
duty. It Ihows them this mixed and con- 
fufed fcene vanifliing by degrees away, and 
preparing the introdudkion of that ftate, 
where the houfe of mourning fliall be fliut 
up for ever ; where no tears are feen, and 
no groans heard ; where no hopes are fruf- 
trated, and no virtuous connexions diflblv- 
ed ; but where, under the light of the divine 
countenance, goodnefs fhall flourifli in per-^ 
petual felicity. Thus, though religion may 
occafionally chaften our mirth with fadnefs 
of countenance, yet under that fadnefs it 
allows not the heart of good men to fink, 
It calls upon them to rejoice, becatife the 
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Lord reigiietb who is their Rockj and the moft 
high God who is their Redeemer. Reafon % ■ ^ , 
likewife joins her voice with that of religion ; ' 
^rbidding us to make peevifh and unreafon^ 
able complaints of human life^ or injurioufly 
to afcnbe to it mprp pn\ than it contains, 
Mixed as the prefent ftate is, fhe pronoun- 
ces, that generally^ if not always, there is 
iriora h^ppinefs than mifery, more pleafur^ 
than pain in the condition of man* 
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S E R M O N XIV. 

pji the divine Government of the 
Passions of Men^ 



Psalm Ixxvi. lo, 

Surely the wrath of man Jloall praife thee; the. 
remainder of wrath Jhalt thou refrain. 

SERM. 'T^HIS Pfalm appears' to have been 
compofed on occafion of fome re- 
markable deliverance obtained by the Jewifh 
nation. It is generally underftood to have 
b^en written in the reign of Hezekiah, and 
to refer to the formidable invafion of Judaea 
by Sennacherib J v^hen the angel of the 
Lord, in one night, difcomftted the whole; 
Aflyrian hoft, and' fmote them with fudden 
deftrudion. To this interpofition of the 

divine; 
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divine arm, thofe expreffidhs in^'the context SERM. 
rtiay naturally bd applied; Then ^ brake be 
the arrows of the bow^ the Jljield^ the fwofd^ 
and the battle, f be Jout- hearted are Jpoikdi 
they hai)e Jlept tbtir Jleep ; ahd mne of thi 
men of might have found their hands.' At 
thy rebuke^ God of Jacobs both the chariot 
and the hoffe are cajl into a dead Jleep. \xx 
the text we have the wife and religious 
reflexion of the Pfalmift upon the violent 
defigns which had been carried on by the 
enemies of his countr]^, and;upon the iffue^ 
to which Providence had brought them. . 
Surely the wrath $f man Jhall praife thee^ 
By the wrath of mak^ we are to under{tand 
itil that the impetuolity of huftian paffionS 
can devife or execute ; the projefts of am- 
bition arid refentrhent^ the rage of perfecu- 
tion, the fury of war ; the dlforders which 
violence pi*odiicies in privdte life, and th6 
public conlmotions which it excites in th^ 
world. All thefe fliall praife God^ not with 
tUcir intention and defign, nor by their na- 
tive tendency ; but by thofe wife and good 
plirpofesf which his providence makes them 

accomplifli; 
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• accomplUh ; from their J>oifon cxtraaing 
healthy and converting things^ which in 
themfelves are pernicious, into inftnuhients 
of his glory, and of public benefit : So that^ 
though the wrath of man worketh not the 
rigbtCQufnefs of God^ it is nevcrthelefs forced 
and compelled to minifter X6 his praife. 
The Pfalmift adds, the remainder of wrath 
Jbalt thou reftrain ; that is, God will allow 
fcope to the wrath of man as far as it an-t 
fwers his good purppfes^ and is fubfervient 
to his praife ; the reft of it ihall be curbed 
and bound up. When it wotdd attempt to 
go beyond itsprefcribed limit, he lays to it, 
as to the waters of the ocean, HUberto Jbalt 
thou come^ but no farther ; and here Jball thy 
proud waves be fiayed. 

All this fhall be fully verified and dc-* 
dared by the laft iflue of things ; when we 
lhall be able more clearly to trace the. di- 
vine adminiftration through its feveifal fleps,^ 
by feeing the confummation of the whole. 
In fome cafeis, it may be referved for thij 
period to unfcdd the myfterious wifdoffi 
of Heaven. JBut in g^eral, as Qwch i£ 

the. 
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the divine condud is at prefent manifeft, as ^ 
gives juft ground for the aflertion in the text. 
In the fequel of this difcourfe, I fliall endea- 
vour to illuftrate and confirm it. I fhall 
fliow in what manner the wrath of man is 
made to praife the power, the wifdom, the 
juftice, and the goodnefs of God. 

I BEGIN with this obferv^ation, That in 
order to accomplifti the great purpofes car- 
ried on hy the Government of the Univerfe, . 
it is neceflary that the divine perfections be 
difpla/ed before mankind in a fenfible and 
ftriking manner. We are not to conceive 
the Supreme Being a& hereby feeking praife 
to himfelf^ from a principle of oftentation or 
vain-glory. Independent and fclf-fufficient, 
he refts in the enjoyment of his own beati- 
tude. His praife confifts in the general 
order and welfare of his creation. This 
end cannot be attained, unlefs mankind be 
made to f(?el the fubjedion under which 
they are placed. They mull be taught to 
admire and adore their Sovereign. They 

muft 
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^Xl^**' muft be overawed by the view of a hIgK 
handy which can at pleafure controul their 
adions, and render them fubfervient to pur- 
pofes which they neither forefaw nor intend- 
ed. Hence the propriety of God's making 
the wrath of man to pratfc bim. We eafily 
conceive in what manner the heavens and 
the earth are faid to praife God, as they are 
(landing monuments of that ftipreme per- 
fedlion which is difplayed in their creation; 
The virtues of good men obvioufly praife 
him, by exhibiting his image, and reflediing 
back his glory. But when even the vices 
and inordinate paflions of bad men are made 
X to praife him, in confequence of the ufeful 
purpofes which they are ^compelled to ac^ 
complifh, this, in a particular manner^ dif- 
tinguifhes and fignalizes a divine hand ; this 
opens a more wonderful profpddt of the ad- 
miniftration of Heaven, than if all its fub- 
je<3:s had been loyal and willingly obedient, 
and the courfe of human aflfairs had pro- 
ceeded in a quiet and regular tenoun 

5 t Th£ 
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L The wrath o/'/w^// redounds to the SERM. 



with full and awful luftre, to the view of 
mankind. To reign with fovereign com- 
mand amidft the moft turbulent and difor- 
dered ftate of things, both in the natural 
and moral world, is the peculiar glory of 
omnipotence. Hence God is defcribed in 
Scripture as fitting on the flood^ riding on the 
wings of the wind^ dwelling in the darknefs 
and the tempefi; that is, makifig the moft 
violent powers in the univerfe minifter to 
his will, giving them fcope, or reftraining 
them, according as fuits the purpofes of his 
dominion. As he ftills^ at his pleafure, the 
raging of the feas^ and the noife of their 
wavesy in like manner he fills the tumults 
of the people^ When the paffions of men 
are moft inflamed, and their defigns juft 
ripe for burfting into execution, often, by 
fome unexpected interpofition, he calls 
upon the world to obfervc that there is one 
higher than the higheft on earth, who can 
fruftrate their devices in a moment, and 
command earth to be fill before him. 



praife of divine power. 
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s E R M. Proud fleets, deftined to cany deftnidlon 
tJ ^ .u- f neighbouring kingdoms, may cover the 
ocean.* He blows with his wind, and tl^ey 
are fcattered. Mighty armies may go forth 
to the field in all the glory of human 
ftrength j but the iiTues of battle are with 
him* He fnfpends on high the invifible 
balance which weighs the fate of nationsr 
According as the fcale inclines, he gives to 
fome flight event the power of deciding the 
conteft. He clouds the Iky with darknefs^ 
or opens the wiadows of b^ven to let 
forth their flood. He deje^ the l^^artg of 
the brave with fudden terro^j ^nd reg^^ry 
the hands of the flxoi^ W«tak ai>d uq|^-^ 
forming at the critical moipent^ A th^u^ 
fand unfeen minifl:ers ftaod ready bf^i th^ 
inflxuments of his powet^ in bumbling thi^ 
pride, and checking the efforts of the wiiath 
of man. Thus, in the inftjtfice of haughty 
Sennacherib, and that hoafted tempeft of 
wrath which he threatened to pour xspon 
all the Jewiflbi nation ; / wi// put my hook^ * 
fays the Almighty^ in thy nofe^ and my bridh 
in thy Itps^ and I will turn tbce hack hy thi 

way 
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way' by which thou camefi *. In that night s E R M. 
the deflxoying angel fmote the hoft, and . . 
he departed with Jhame of face to bis own 
land. When the heathen rage^ and the peo^ 
pie imagine a vain thing ; when the kings of 
the earth fet themfelves^ and its rulers take 
council together^ He that fitteth in the jEiea- 
vens Jhall laugh; tht Lord jhall bold them in 
dertjion f . 

II. The wrath of man 13 made to praife 
the wifdom as well as the power of God. 

^ Nothing difplays more remarkably the ad- 
mirable council of heaven, than its arrang- 

* ing the train of events in fuch a manner, 
that the unruly pafjions of the wicked fliall 
contribute to overthrow their own defigns. 
Hiftory abounds with examples of their 
being rendered the unconfcious minifter^ of 
Providence, to accompliflx purpofes diredly 
pppofite to thofe which they had in vieiw. 
Thus the cruelty of the fons of Jacob, in 
purfuing the deftrudipn of their brother 

* % Kin^s^ xix. %%. f Pfalm li. 2» 3. 

D d a Jofeph, 
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s E R M. Jofeph, became the means of efFeding his 
yj^}^^ high advancement. Thus the wrath of 
Pharaoh againft the Ifraelites, and his un- 
juft attempts to detain them in bondage, 
proved the occafion of bringing them forth 
from the land of flavery, veith flgnal marks 
of the favour of Heaven. Thus the inhu- 
man plan which Haman had formed for 
ruining Mordecai, and extirpating the 
whole Jewifti nation, paved the way for 
Mordecai's high promotion, and for the 
triumph of the Jews over all their ene^ 
mies. 

After this manner the Almighty fnaretb 
the wicked in the works of their hands ; and 
erects his own council upon the ruin of 
theirs. Thofe events which, viewed apart, 
appear as fpots in the divine adminiftration, 
when confidered in connexion with all 
their confequences, are often found to give 
it additional luftre. The beauty and ma^ 
nificence of the univerfe are much height- 
ened, by its being an extenfive and compli^ 
cated fyftem ; in which a variety of iprings 
are made to play, and a multitude of dif- 
ferent 



Digitized by 



of the PaJJioiis of Men* 

fcrent movements are, with moft admirable 
art, regulated and kept in order. Inter- 
fering interefts, and jarring paflions, are in 
fuch manner balanced againft one another ; 
fuch proper checks are placed on the vio- 
lence of human purfuits ; and the wrath of 
man is made fo to hold its courfe, that how 
oppofite foever the feveral motions feem to 
be, yet they concur and meet at laft in 
one diredion. While, among the multi- 
tudes that dwell on the face of the earth, 
fome are fubmiffive to the divine authority ; 
fome rife up in rebellion againft it ; otherji, 
abforbed in their pleafures and purfuits, are 
totally inattentive to it; they are all fd 
moved by an imperceptible influence from 
above, that the zeal of the dutiful, the 
wrath of the rebellious, and the indifference 
of the carelefs, contribute finally to the 
glory of God. AH are governed in fuch a 
way as fuits their powers, and is confiftent 
with rational freedom, yet all are fubjeded 
to the neceflity of fulfilling the eternal 
purpofes of Heaven. This depth of di- 
vine wifdom in the adminiftration of the 
D d 3 univerfe, 
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S E R M. univcrfc, exceeds all human comprehenfion, 
yj^^^^j. and affords everlafting fubjefk of adoration 
and praife- 

III. The wrath of man praifes the juftice 
ti God, by being employed as the inftru^ 
ment of infii£fcing punifliment upon fmners. 
Did bad men trace the courfe of events in 
liheir life with attentive eye, they might 
cafily difcover the greateft part of the diP* 
afters which they fufFcr to be brought upon 
them by their own ungoverned pailioni. 
The fucceffioii of caufes and efieds is fo 
contrived by l^rovidence, that the wfatb 
which they meant to pour forth on others, 
frequently recoils, by itseflFcfks, upon them* 
felves. But fuppofmg them to efcape thofe 
external mifchiefs which violent paiSons na^^ 
turally occafion, they cannot evade the in-^ 
ternal miiieryv which they produce. The 
conftitution of things is framed with fuch 
profound wifdom, that the divine laws, in 
every event, execute themfelves againft 
the finncr, and carry their fen£tion in tiiei* 
own bofom. The Supreme Being has no 

occafion 
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occafion to unlock the prifons of the 4eep, 
or to call down the thunder from heaven, 
in order to punifh the wrath of man. . He 
carries on the adminiftration of jyftice with 
more fimplicity and dignity. It is fufficient 
that he aflow thofe fierce pafEons which 
fender bad men the difturbers of others, to 
operate on their own heartsu He deliverif 
^fhem up to thcmfelves, and they becomse 
ftieir own tormentors, before the world 
€hey may difguife their fufferings; but it is 
^^iell known^ that to be inwardly torn with 
defpite, revenge^ and wrathful paffions, is 
the fnoft intenfe of all mifcry* In thus 
connecting the punifhm^nt with the crime, 
ftiaking their ^wn ^ickedn^s to reprove 
them^ and their backjlidings t^ correal tbem^ 
the avenging hand of a righteous Govern- 
our is confpfcuoui; and thus the obferva- 
<ion of the Pfalmift is fully verified ; the 
tvicked have drawn out their fword and 
bent their how^ to cqfl down the poor and 
needy; hut their fword Jhall enter into their 
0it)ttbeari^M 

* Pfalin 3cxxvu, 14, 15, 

Dd4 The 
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The wrath of man alfo praifes the juftice 
of God in the puniftiment of other crimi- 
nals, as well as of the wrathful themfelves. 
Ambitious and lawlefs men are let loofe 
upon each other, that, without any fuper- 
natural interpofition, they may fulful the 
juft vengeance of heaven in their mutual 
deftrudion. They may occafionally be 
cemented together by confpiracy againft 
the juft; but as no firm nor lafting bond 
can unite them, they become at laft the 
prey of mutual jealoufy, ftrife, and fraud. 
For a time they may go on, and feem to 
profper. The juftice of Heaven may ap- 
pear to flumber ; but it is awake, and only 
waits till the meafure of their iniquity be 
full. God reprefents himfelf in Scripture 
as fometimes permitting wickednefs to arife 
to an overgrown height, on purpofe that 
its ruin may be the greater, and more exem- 
plary. He fays to the tyrant of Egyyt, 
that for this caufe be bad raifed bim up^ that 
is, had allowed him to profper and be ex- 
alted, tbat be migbt jhew in bim his power-, 
and tbat bis name wi^bt be declared through- 
out 
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out all the earth The divine admiriiftra- 
tion is glorified in the punifliment contrived 
for the workers of iniquity, as well as in 
the reward prepared for the righteous. This 
is the purpofe which the Lord bath purpofed 
upon all the earth; and this is the hand that 
isjlretched forth over all the nations f . 

IV. The wrath of man is made to praifc 
the goodnefs of God, This is the moft 
unexpected . of its effeds ; and therefore 
requires to be the moft fully illuftrated. 
All the operations of the government of the 
Deity may be ultimately refolved into good- • 
nefs. His power, and wifdom, and jufticc, 
all conduce to general happinefs and order. 
Among the means which he ufes for ac-. 
complifhing this end, it will be found, that 
the wrath of man, through his over7ruling 
direction, poflefles a confiderable place. 

Firft, It is employed by God as an ufeful 
inftrument of difcipline and correction to 
the virtuous. The ftorms which ambition 
2tnd pride raife among mankind, he permits 

* Exod. ix. 16. t Ifaiah, xiv. 26. 
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^Xiv^' with the fame intention that he fends forth 
i .-^/li^ tempefts among the elements ; to clear the 
atmofphere of noxious vapours, and to pu- 
rify it from that corruption which all things 
contrad by too much reft. When wicked 
men prevail in their defigns, and cxercife 
the power which they have gained with a 
heavy and opprefEve hand, the virtuous arc 
apt to exclaim, in bitternefs of foul, Wh^c 
is the Lord? and tvhere the fceptre of 
righteoufhefs and truth ? Hatb God forgotten 
tb he gracious ? or doth he indeed fee, and 
is there knowledge in the Mqfl High ? ■ 
Tlieir oppreffors are, in truths no more' 
than the minifters of God to them: for goodn 
He fees that they ftand in need of cbtre^llOa, 
and therefore raifes up enemies againft theor, 
in ord6t to cure the intempef ince of pro- 
fpef ify ; and fo produce, in the feriouft 
hours of affiiCtion, proper fefleftions up9H 
• their duty, aftd their paft errours. 

In this light the difturberis of the earth 
are often reprefenfed in Scripture, as; 
fcourges in the hand of God, employed to 
inflid chaftifement upon a degenerating 

people. 
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people* They are commiffioned for the SERM. 
execution of righteous and wife purpofes, 
concealed from themfelves ; and when their 
commiilion is fulfilled, they are recalled, and 
deftroyed. Of this we have a remarkable 
example in the ufe which God made of the 
king of Aflyria, with refpe£t to the people 
of Ifrael ; / will fend him againf an hypo^ 
critical nation^ and dgainjl the people of my 
wrath will I give hint a charge^ to take the 
Jpoil^ and to take the prey. Howbeit^ he 
meaneth not fo ; neither doth his heart think 
fo ; but it is in his heart to defroy^ and cut 
off nations not a few. Wherefore it Jball 
come to pafs^ that when the Lord hath per^ 
formed his whole work upon mount 2 ion and 
on yerufalem^ I will funi/h the fruit of the 
Jloui heart of the king of Affyria^ and the glory 
of his high looks *. In vain, then, doth the 
wrath of man lift itfeif up againft God. He 
faith ^ by the Jirength of my hand I have done 
ity and by my wifdom^ for I am prudent. 
Shall the ax boafl itfeif againjl him that hew^ 
efh therewith f or Jball the faw magnify it^ 

♦ Ifmh, X. 6, 7. 12. 
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S E R M. fclf againjl him that Jhaketh it ? All thmgs, 
whether they will it or not, mti/l 'work 
together for good to them that love God. The 
wrath of man^ among the reft, . fills up the 
place affigned to it by the ordination of 
Heaven. The violent enemy, the protid 
conqueror, and the oppreflive tyrant, poffefs 
only the fame ftation with the famine, the 
peftilence, and the flood. Their triumphs 
are no more than the accompliftiment of 
God's correftion ; and the remainder of their 
wrath floall he refrain. 

Secondly, God makes the wrath of 
man contribute to the benefit of the vir- 
tuous, by rendering it the means of im- 
proving and fignalizing their graces ; and of 
raifing them, thereby, to higher honour and 
glory. Had human aflfairs proceeded an 
orderly train, and no oppcfition been made 
to religion and virtue by the violence of the 
wicked, what room would have been left 
for fome of the higheft and moft generous 
exertions of the foul of man ? How many 
fliining examples of fortitude, conftancy, 

arid 
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and patienct', would have been loft to the ^ ^1^^' 
world ? What a field of virtues peculiar to y-i 
a ftate of difcipline had lain uncultivated ? 
Spirits of a higher order poflefs a ftate of 
eftabliftied virtue, that ftands in need of no 
fuch trials and improvements. But to us, 
\yho are only under education for fuch a 
ftate, it belongs to pafs through the furnace, 
that our fouls may be tried, refined^ and 
brightened. We muft ftand the conflid:, 
that we may be graced and crowned as con- 
querors. The wrath of man opens the field 
to glory J calls us forth to the moft diftin-^ 
guiflied exercife of adtive virtue, and forms 
us to all thofe fuffering graces which are 
among the higheft ornaments of the human 
foul. It is thus, that the illuftrious band of 
true patriots and heroes, of confelFors and 
martyrs, have been fet forth to the admira- 
tion of all ages, as lights of the world; 
while the rage and fury of enemies, inftead 
of bearing them down, have only ferved 
to exalt and dignify them more. 

Thirdly, the wrathofman is often made 
to advance the temporal profperity of the 
5 righteous. 
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^ xw*^' righteous. The occafional di&refles which 
^.^ ^ it brings upon them,frequently lay the fbun* 
dation of their future fuqcefs* *T)\e, vio- 
lence with which wicked men purfye their 
refentment, ijrfeats its own pmpofej and 
engages the world on the fide of the vir- 
tuous, whom they perfecute. The attempts 
of malice Xo blacken and defame them, 
bring forth their chara<9;ers with more ad- 
vantage to the view of impartial beholders. 
The extremities to which they are reduced 
by injuftice and oppreffion, rouze their cou^ 
rage and adtivity ; and often give occa&oa 
to fuch vigorous efforts in their juft defence, 
as overcome all oppofition, and terminate 
in profperity and fuccefs. Even in cafes 
where the wrath of man appears to prevail 
over the peaceable and the juft, it is fre- 
quently, in its iffue, converted into a bieff- 
ing. How many have h^ reafon to be 
thankful^ for bding difappointed by their 
enemies in 4^fign3 which they eameftiy 
purfued, but whicii, if fuccefsfully accom- 
pliftied, they have afterwards feen would 
have occafioned their ruin ? Whojh is wi/e^ 

and 
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^d. will ohfirve thefo things^ evfn be Jhoil SERA?. 
^u^4^rftand thf loving-kindnefs of the Lord^. ^^-^ 

While the p)ratb of man thu3 praife$ God 
|?y the advantages which it is made to bring 
to good men^ as individuals, the divine hand 
is equally apparent in the fimilar efFefts 
yv^hich it is appointed to producp to nations 
and focieties. When wars and commoi- 
tions fliake the earth, when facfliops rage, 
and inteftine diyifions embroil kingdoms 
'that before were flourifhing, Providence 
feems, at §rft view, to have abandoned 
public affairs to the n^ifrule of human paf- 
iions. Yet from the midft of this confufion 
order, is often njsd? to fpring \ and jfrom 
thefe niifchief§ lafting advantages to arifer# 
By fuch cpnvulflojas, nations are routed 
from thgit dangerous lethargy into whiqlji 
flowing wealth, long peace, and growing 
effeminacy of manners had funk them* 
They are awakened to difcern their true 
xnterefts; and taught to take proper mea^ 
fures for fqcurity and defence againft all 
their fo^s. Inveterate prejudices arc <?or- 
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re£ted; and latent fources of danger are 
difcovered. Public fpirit is called forth; 
and larger views of national happinefs are 
formed. The corruptions to which every^ 
government is liable, are often re<3:ified by 
a ferment in the political body, as noxious 
humours in the animal frame are carried off 
by the fhock of a difeafe. Attempts made 
againft a wife and well-eftablifhed civil con- 
ftitution tend in the iflue to ftrengthen it ; 
and the diforders of licentioufnefs and fac- 
tion, tea ch men more highly to prize the 
bleffings of tranquillity and legal protedtion. 

Fourthly, the wrath of man^ when it 
breaks forth in the perfecution of religion, 
praifes the divine goodnefs, by being ren- 
dered conducive to the advancement of truth, 
and propagation of religion in the world. 
The church of God, fince the days of its 
infancy, hath never been entirely exempted 
from the wrath of the world ; and in thofe 
ages, during which it was moft expofed to 
that wrath, it hath always flouiriflied the 
moil. In vain the policy and the rage of 

men 
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fnen united their efforts to extinguifh this s E R M, 
divine light. Though all the four winds yj"^'^ 
blew agaihft it, it only fhone brighter, 
and flamed higher. Many waters could 
not quench it^ nor all the floods dro'wn it. 
The conftancy and fortitude of thofe who 
fuffered for the truth, had a much greater 
effedt in increafing the number of converts, 
than all xht terrour and cruelty of perfecu- 
tors in diminilhing it. By this means the 
wrath oj man was made to turn againft it- 
felf to the deftrudion of Its own purpoie ; 
like waves, which aflaulting a rock with 
impotent fury, difcover its immoveable fta- ^ ' 
bility, while they dafh themfelves in pieces 
ajt its feet. 

I SHALL only add one other inftance of * 
the wrath of man praifing God, by accom- 
plifhing ends of moft extenfive benefit to 
mankind. Never did the rage and malice 
of the wicked imagine that they had ob- 
tained a more complete triumph, than in 
the death of Jefus Ghrift. When they had 
executed their purpofe of making him fuffer 

Vol. 11. E e as 
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s E R M. as a malefadlor, they were confident that 

V V • • • • 

^ . they had extinguiflied his name, and dif- 

comfited his followers for ever. Behold 
how feeble are the efforts of the wrath of 
man agstinft the decree of Heaven! All 
that they intended to overthrow, they moft 
effeaually eftabliflied. The death of Chrift 
was, in the councils of Heaven, the Ipring 
of everlafting life to the faithful. The crofs 
on which he fuffered with apparent igno- 
miny, became the ftandard of eternal honour 
to him ; the enfign under which his fol- 
lowers aflembled, and triumphed. He who, 
^at his pleafure, rejirains the remainder of 
"^rath^ fuffered the rage of our Saviour's 
enemies to fuggeil no other things to them 
than what, lon^ before. He had determined, 
and his prophets had foretold. They all 
confpired to render the whole fcene of 
Chrift's fbfFerings exadtly conformable to 
the original predidied plan of divine mercy 
and goodnefs ; and each of them contri- 
buted his fhare to acComplifh that great un- 
dertaking, which none of them in the leaft 
underftood, or meant to j)romote.—— So 

remarkable 
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remarkable an inftance as this, fully afcer- S 
tained in Scripture, of the wrath of man 
hiinifteririg to the defigns of Heaven, ought 
to be frequently in our eye ; as an exem- 
plification of the condufl; of Providence in 
many other cafes, where we have not fd 
much light afforded us for tracing its wayjl. 

B V this iilduaibtl of particulars, the doc- 
trine contained in the tekt i^ plainly and 
fully verified. We have feen, that the dit 
orders which the pride and paffions of nien 
bccafion in the world, though they take rife 
from xht torruption of human nature m 
thisfallfen ftate, y^t art fo over-ruldd by Pro- 
vidence, as to redouhd to his honour and 
glory who governs all. They illuftrate be- 
fore the world the divine perfedions in the 
adminiftration of the univerfe. They ferve 
the purpofes of moral and religious im- 
provement to the foiils of meil; By a fecret 
tendency, they advance the welfare of thoft 
ivhom they appear to threaten with evih 
Surely^ God ! the wrath of man fhall praif 
thce \ the remainder of wrath /halt thou- ri^ 
E e 2 Jlraini 
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. Jlrain. — ^In thy hand it is ; and thou nevcf 
letteft it forth but in weight and meafufc. 
It is wild and intractable in \\% nature } but 
Thou tamtft it> It i$ blind and headlong 
in its^ lmpulfe; but Thou diredeft it. If 
ftruggles continually to break its chain j but 
Thou confineft it ; Thou retrenched all the 

fuperfluity of its fury. ^Lct us now con- 

fider, what improvement istobemadeof this 
meditation on the ways df Providence* 

In the firft place. Let it lead u$ to a reli- 
gious contemplation of the hand of God 
in all the tranfafitions of the worlds Iri the 
ordinary coujrfe of human affaii^, wc be- 
hpld a very mixed and bufy Ibene; the 
paffions of men varioufly agitated, and new 
changes daily taking place upon this ftage 
of time* We behold peace and war alter-^ 
nately returning ; the fortunes of private 
men rifing and falling; and ftates and na- 
tions partaking of the lame viciffitude. In 
all this, if we attend only to the operation 
of external caufes, and to the mere rotation 
of events, we view no more than the ina- 
nimate 
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nimate part of iiatilre ; we flop at the fur- s E R M. 
face of things; we contemplate the great 
fpeftacle which is prefented to us, not with 
the eyes of rational and intelligent beings. 
The life and beauty of the univerfe arife« 
from the view of that wifdom and goodnefs 
which animates and conducts rfie whole^ 
and unites all th^ parts in one great de- 
fign. There is an eternal mind who puts 
all thofe wheels in motion j Himfelf remain- 
ing for evi* at reft. Nothing is void of 
God, Even in the paffions and ragirigs of 
men, He is to he fpund ; and where they 
imagine they guide, themfelves, they are 
guided and controuled by his hand. What 
folernn thoughts and devout afFeftions ought 
this meditation to infpire; when, in view* 
!ng the afiairs of the world, we attend not 
merely to the adihgs of men, but to the 
ways of God j and confider ourfelves, and 
all our concerns^ as included in his high 
adminiftrj^tion. 

In the fccond place. The dodrine which 
\m beea illuftrated fhould prevent us from 
E c 3 cenfwring 
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s E R M. cenfuring Providence, on account of any 
^1"^* , feeming difprdere and evils which at prefent 
take place in the world. The various in- 
ftances which have been pointed out in thi^ 
^lifcourfe, pf human paffion and wickednefs 
gendered fubfervient to wife an^ ufeful ends^ 
give us the higheft reafon to conclude that, 
in all other cafes of feeming evil, the like 
ends arc carried on. This ought to fatisfy 
our mind, even when the profpedi is moft 
dark and difcouraging. The plans of di- 
vine wifdom a;-e too large and comprehen- 
five to be difccrned by us in all* their extent; 
and where we fee only by parts, we muft 
frequently be at a lofs in judging of the 
whole. Tbe way of God is in the fea^ and. 
his path in the great waters ; his foqtjleps are 
not known But although thou fayejl thou 
canji not fee him^ y^t judgment is before him j 
therefore trufi thou in him\^ As in the 
natural world no real deformity is found^ 
nothing but w^hat has either fome orna- 
pient, or fome ufe ; fo in the moral world^ 

* Pfalm Ixxvii. 19, f Jobj xxxr. 14, 
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the moft irregular and deformed appear- s 
ances contribute in one way or other to the 
order of the whole. The Supreme Being, 
from the moft oppofite and difagreeing 
principles, forms liniverfal concord ; and 
adapts even the moft harflx and dilTonant 
notes to the harmony of his praife. As he 
hath reared the goodly frame of nature 
from various and jarring elements, and 
hath fettled it in peace; fo he hath formed 
fuch an Union by his providence of the 
more various intereft3, and more jarring 
paffions of men, that they all confpire to 
his glory, and co-operafe for general good., 
— How amazing is that wifdom, which, 
comprehends fuch infinite diverfities, and. 
contrarieties, within its fcheme ! How pow- 
erful that hand, which bends to its own 
purpofe the good and the bad, the bufy 
and the idle, the friends and the foes of, 
truth ; which obliges them all to hold on 
their courfe to his glory, though divided 
from one another by a multiplicity of pur- 
fuits, and differing often from themfelves ; 
an4 while they all move at their own free- 
E e 4 dom, 
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s E R M. dom, yet, by a fccret influence, winds an4 
^y^'^ turns them at his will! the depth of fbe 
richesy both of the wifdom and knowledge of 
God ! How unfearcbable are his Jt^d^ments^ 
and his ways paJi finding out * / 

In the third place, we fee, from what 
has been faid, how much reafon there i^ 
for fubmiflion to the decrees of Heaven, 
Whatever diftrefles we fuffer from the 
wrath of man^ we have ground to believe 
that they befal not in vain^ In the midft 
of human violence, or pppreflion, we are 
not left to be the fport of fortune. Higher 
counfels ^re concerned. Wife and good 
defigns are going on. God is always car- 
rying forward his own purppfes; and if 
thefe terminate in his glory, which is ever 
the fame with the felicity of the righteous, 
is not this a fuificient reafon fpr pur calm 
^ and cheerful acquiefcence ? 

Hence alfo, to conclude, arifes the moft 
powerful argument for ftudying, with zeal- 
pus affiduity, to gain the favour and pro? 

* Rom« xi« 33. 
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teftion of the Almighty. If his difpleafure S E rm. 
Jiang over our heads, all things around us 
may be juft objeiSts of terrour. For, againft 
Jiim, there is no defence. The njoft vio-f 
lent powers in feature are minifters to him. 
Formidable, ii)4^ed| may prove the wrath 
of man^ if he be pkafed tp let it fortU 
againft us. To him^ but not to us, it be- 
longs to reftrain it at pleafure. Whereas, 
when we are placed under his protection, 
all hunian wrath is diverted of its terrours. 
If he be for us^ whfl or what can be againjl 
^s? Let us purfue the meafures which he 
hath appointed for obtaining his grace by 
faith, repentance, and a holy life, and we 
fhall have no reafon to be afraid of evil 
tidings ; our hearts will be fxed^ trujling in 
the Lord. When the religious fear of God 
poflfefles the heart, it expels the ignoble 
fear of man j and becomes the principle of 
pouragc and niagnanin^ity. The Lord is 
a buckler and a Jhield to theiji that fcrve 
him. Whe;i be arifetby his enemies Jhall be 
fcatteredy as Jmoke is driven away^ and as 
fhaj^ before the wind% He givetb Jlrengtb 
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S E R M. and viSory to bis people ; be clotbeth tbem 
x^^-^ with falvation. Tbe wrath of man Jhall 

praife him ; and tbe remainder of wrath Jball 

be rcjlrain. 
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SERMON XV. 

On the Importance of Religious 
Knowledge to Mankind, 



Preached before the Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriflian Knowledge, 



Isaiah, xi. 9. 

Ti?ey Jhall not hurt mr dejlroy in all my holy 
tnountain ; for the earth Jhall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord ^ as the waters 
cover the fea. 

THIS paflage of Scripture is under- SERM. 
ilood, by all Chriftian interpreters, to . j^Yl 
refer to the days of the Gofpel. The Pro- 
phet defcribes, in the context, the aulpi- 
f ipus influencq of the Melfiah's reign, as 

extending 
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^. extending over all nature, and producing 
^ univerfal felicity. The full accompliftx- 
ment of. this predidion is yet future, and 
refpefta fome more advanced period of the 
kingdom of God, when true religion Ihall 
liniverfally prevail ^ and the native tendency 
of the Gofpel attain its entire effe£t. In 
the profpe<a pf this event, the Prophet 
feems tq rife above himfelf, and celebrates 
that happy age in the n^oft fublime ftraiq 
of eaftera poetry. He open$ a beautiful 
view of the ftate of the world, as a ftate of 
returning innocence^ He reprefents all 
nature flourifhing "in peace; difcord and 
gi|ile abolifhed; the cnoft hoftile natures 
reconciled, and the n\oft favage reformed 
and tamed. The wolf fhall dwell with tb& 
lamby and the leopard lie dovfn with the 
f id; and the calf and the young Iton^ and the 
failing together^ and a Uttk child (kbll lead 
them. The Hon Jl^all eitt fira'W like the cx ; 
(ind the Jiickling child fhall play on the hole of 
(be afp^ and the leaned child fhaU put bis 
i^and on the cockatrice den. They Jhall not 
fnuff nvr de/lroy in all my bol^ mountain i 

for 
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for the earth Jhall be full of the knowledge of s 
the Lordy as the waters CQver the fea. ^ 

Upon reading thefe words we ipuft im- 
mediately perceive the great encouragement 
which they give to all good defigns for pro^* 
moting religion in the world. When we 
engage in thefe, we have the comfort of 
being engaged, not CMily in a good caufe, 
Init alfo in one that fhall undoubtedly be 
fuccefsful. For we are here aflfured by th^ 
divine promife, that truth and righteoufnefs - 
ihall at length prevail, and that |he i^t" 
creafing influence of religion ftiill introduce 
general happinefs* It is a pleating and ani^ 
mating refledion, that, m carrying on fuch 
detigna, we upoiii the divine plan ; and 
co-operate with God for advancing the 
kingdom of the Meffiah, We have no rea- 
foin to be difcouraged by any unfavourable 
circuroftances which at prefent oppofe our 
pious endeavours. Though the ignorance, 
fuperftition, and corruption, which nowfill^ 
fo great a part of the worlds have a dark 
and myfteiious aipe^, it is not beyond the 
powQr of (hat Supreme Being who brings 

light 
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S£R M. light out of darknefs, to clear up thofe per- 
» ^ \xi plexing appearances, and gradually to ex-^ 
tricate minkirid frodi the labyrinth of ig- 
norance and errour. Let us confider hovr 
. improbable it feemed, wKcn the Gofpel was 
firft publiflied, thdt it flibtild extend fo far, 
and overthrow fo much eftablifhed fuperfti- 
tion, as it has already done. There is no- 
thing, in the prefent ftate of the world, to 
render it more unlikely that it fhall one day 
be univerfally received, and prevail in its 
full influence. At the rife of Chriftianityj 
the difproportion was, at leaft,^ as great 
between the apparent human caiifes, and 
the efFed: which has adtually been produced, 
as there is, in our age, between the circUm- 
fiances of religion in the world, ahd the 
eflTeft which we farther expe£t. The Sun 
of rigbttonfnefs having 'already exerted its 
influence in breaking through the thickeft 
darknefs, we may juftly hope, that it i$5 
powerful enough to difpel ail remaining 
obfcurity ; and that it will aLfcend by de-^ 
grees to that perfect day, when healing Jball 
be under its wings to all the nations. A 
4 little 
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little ene JI:all become a tboufand; and a fmall s 
one^ a Jirong nation. I the Lord will bq/len 
it in Its time *. 

Besides thepredidion which the text 
contains of the future fuccefs of religion, 
it points out alio a precife conne£tion be- 
tween the increafe of religious knowledge, 
and the happinefs of mankind, ifbe know^ 
ledge of the Lord filUng the earthy is afligned 
as the caufe why they Jhall not hurt nor de^ 
Jlroy In all the holy mountain of God. To* 
this I am now to lead your thoughts; as 
a fubje£t both fuited to the occafion of the 
prefent meeting, and proper to be illuftrated 
in times, wherein total indifference to reli- 
gious principles appears to gain ground. 
Whether Chriftianity (hall be propagated 
farther or not, is treated as a matter of no 
great concern to mankind. The opinion 
prevails among many, that moral virtue 
may fubfift, with equal advantage, in- 
dependent of religion. For moral princi- 
ples, great regard is profelTed ; but articles 

of 
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S E R M. of religious belief are held to be abftradi 
i J^^^ tenets, remote from life ^ points of mere 
fpeculation and debate^ the influence of 
which is very inconfiderable on the adions 
of meni The general condudl, it is con* 
tended, will always proceed upon viewg 
and principles which have more relation to 
the prefent ftate of things; and religious 
knowledge can therefore Hand in no neccf- 
fary connedion with their happinefs and 
profperity.-^— How adverfe fuch opinions 
are both to the profeflion and pradice of 
religion, is abundantly evident* How ad^ 
verfe they are to the general welfare . and 
real interefts of mankind, I hope to make! 
appear to candid minds. 

By the knowledge of the Lord in the text, 
is not to be underftood the natural know- 
ledge of God only. It is plain, that the 
Prophet fpeaks of the age of the Melfiah, 
when more enlarged difcoveries fliould be 
made to mankind of the divine perfections 
and government, than unaffifted reafon 
could attain. The knowledge of the Lordj 
therefore, comprehends the principles of 

Chriftianity, 
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Chriftianity, as well as of natural religion, s E R M. 
In order to difcern the importance of fuch j, 
knowledge to general happinefs, we fhall 
Confider man, L as an individual ; IL as a 
member of fociety. 

I. ConsibEriNg man as an individual, 
let us enquire how far the knowledge of true 
religion is important, firft, to his improve- 
ment; next, to his confolation. 

First, With refpedi to the improvement 
of man ; the advancement of his nature in 
what is valuable and ufeful, the acquifition 
of fuch difpofiitions and habits as fit him for 
a£ting his part with propriety 6n this ftage, 
and prepare him for a higher ftate of action 
hereafter ; what benefit docs he receive, in 
thefe refpefts from religious knowledge and 
belief? It is obvious, that all increafe of 
knowledge is improvement to the under- 
jftanding. The more that its fphere is en- 
larged, the greater number of objedis that 
are fubmitted. to its view, efpecially when 
thefe objects are of intrinfic excellence, the 

Vol. II. F f more 
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s E R M. more muft thofe rational powers, which are 
the glory of man, be in * the courfe of at- 
taining their proper ftrength and maturity. 
But were the knowledge of religion merely 
fpeculative, though the fpeculation muft be 
admitted to be noble, yet lefs could be faid 
of its importance. We recommend it to 
mankind, as forming the heart, and dired- 
ing the life. Thofe pure and exalted con- 
ceptions which the Chriftian religion has 
taught us to entertain of the Deity, as the 
univerfal Father and righteous Govemour 
of the univerfe, the Standard of unjfpotted 
perfedtion ; and the Author of every good and 
perfe£l gijl; conducting his whole admini- 
ftration with an eternal regard to order, 
, virtue, and truth ; ever favouring the caufe, 
and fupporting the interefts, of righteous 
men; and applying, in this diredkion, the 
whole might of omnipotence, and the whole 
council of unerring wifdom, from the be- 
ginning to the end of things; fuch concep- 
tions both kindle devotion, and ftrengthen 
virtue. They give fortitude to the mind in 
the praftice of righteoufnefs, and eftablifli 

the 



Digitized by 



1 



Religious Knowledge to Mankind. 433 

the perfuafioa of its being our higheft in- SER M. 
tereft. 

All the dodtrines peculiar to the Gofpel 
are great improvements on what the light 
of naturfe had imperfedtly fuggefted. A 
high difpenfation of Providence is made 
known, particularly fuited to the exigencies 
of man ; calculated for recovering him from 
that corrupted ftate into which experience 
bears witnefs that he is fallen, and for re- 
ftoring him to integrity, and favour with his 
Creator. The method of carrying on this 
great plan is fuch^s gives us the moftftrik^ 
ing views of the importance of righteouf- 
nefs or virtue, and of the high account in 
which it ftands with God. The Son of 
God appeared on the earth, and fufFered as 
a propitiation for the fins of the world, 
with this exprefs intention, that he might 
bring in everlqjiing right eoufnefs ; that he 
mv^\, purge our confciences from dead works 
to ferve the living God; that he might r<?- 
deem us from all iniquity ^ and purify unto 
himfelf a peculiar people zealous of good 
works. Such a merciful interpofition of 
F f 2 the 
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SERM. the Creator of the world, while it illuftri- 

XV. • • 

1 oufly difplays his goodnefs, and fignalizes 

his concern for the moral interefts of man- 
kind, affords us, at the fame time, the mofl 
fatisfying ground of confidence and truft. 
It offers an objed to the mind on which it 
can lay hold for the fecurity of its future 
hopes ; when, with a certainty far beyond 
what any abftradl argument could yield, it 
appeals to a diftinguifhed fad; and is 
enabled to fay, He that Jpared not bis oiLn 
Son^ but delivered him up for us atl^ bow 
Jhall be not with him alfo freely give us all 
things'^ ? 

While the divine Government is thus 
placed in a light the moft amiable, and moft 
encouraging to every virtuous mind, there 
is at the fame time fomething extremely 
awful and folemn in the whole dodlrine of 
redemption. It is calculated to ftrike the 
mind with reverence for the divine admini-* 
ftration. It points at fome deep malignity 
in fin, at fome dreadful confequences flow- 
ing from guilt, unknown in their caufes 

*Rom. viii. 3 a. 
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aiid in their whole effects to us, which SERM. 
moved the Sovereign of the world to de- ^^^^ j 
part from the ordinary courfe of Providence, 
and to bring about the reftoration of his 
fallen creatures by a method fo aftonifliing. 
Mankind are hereby awakened to the moft 
ferious refledtions. Such views are opened 
of the fandtity of the divine laws, of the 
ftri£tnefs of the divine juftice, of the im- 
portance of the part which is affigncd them 
to a£t, as ferve to prevent their trifling with 
human life, and add dignity and folemnity 
• to virtue. Thefe great purpofes are farther 
carried on, by the difcovery which is made 
of the fixed connection in which this life 
ftands with a future eternal ftate. We are 
reprefented as /owing now^ what we are to 
reap hereafter ; undergoing a courfe of pro- 
bation and trial, which, according as it ter^ 
minates in our improvement, or leaves us 
unreformed and corrupted, will difmifs us 
to lafting abodes, either of punifliment or 
reward. Such a difcovery rifes far above 
the dubious conjeftures, and uncertain rea- 
fonings, which mere natural light fuggefls 
Ff3 concerning 
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s E R M. concerning the future condition of man- 
kind. Here we find, what alone can pro- 
duce any confiderable influence on pradice, 
explicit promife and threatening; an autho- 
ritative fandion given to a law; theGover- 
nour and Judge revealed ; and all the mo- 
tives which can operate on hope and fear, 
brought home to the heart, with Thus faith 
the Lord of Hojls. In a word, a great and 
magnificent plan of divine adminiftration is 
opened to us, in the Gofpel of Chrift ; and 
nothing is omitted that can imprcfs mankind 
with the perfuafion of their being all, in the 
ftrideft fenfe, fubjeds of the moral govern- 
ment of God. 

Though the bounds of this Difcourfe 
allow us to take only an imperfeft view of 
the principles of Chriftian dodtrine, yet the 
hints which have been given, lay afufficient 
foundation for appealing to every im- 
partial mind, whether the knowledge and 
belief of fuch principles be not intimately 
connefted with the improvement, and, by 
confequence, with the happinefs of man? 

I reafon 
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I reafon now with fuch as admit, that virtue s E R M. 
is the great fource both of improvement . 
and happinefs. Let them lay what ftrefs 
they pleafe upon the authority of confcience, 
and upon the force and evidence of its dic- 
tates; can they refufe to allow that the 
natural tendency of the principles which I 
have mentioned, is to fupport thofe dictates, 
and to confirm that authority; to excite, 
on various occafions, the moft ufeful fenti- 
ments; to provide additional reftraints from 
vice, and additional nxotivesto every virtue? 
Who dares pronounce, that there is no cafe 
in which confcience ftands in need of fuch 
affiftance to dire<9:, where there is fo much 
uncertainty and darknefs ; and to prompt, 
where there is fo much feeblenefs and irre- 
folution, and fuch a fatal pronenefs to vice 
and folly ? 

But how good foever the tendency of 
religious principles may be, fome will ftill 
call in queftion their aftual fignificancy, 
and influence on- life. This tendency is 
by various caufes defeated. Between the 
belief of religious principles and a corre- 
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fpondent prafkice, it will be alleged that 
frequent experience fhews there is no ne-i 
ceffary connexion; and that therefore the 
propagation of the one, cannot give us any 
affurance of proportionable improvements 
following in the other. — ^This, in part, is 
granted to be true ; as we admit that relin 
gious knowledge and belief are fufceptible 
of various degrees, before they arrive at that 
real Chriftian faith which the Scripture re- 
prefents as purifying the heart. But though 
the connexion between principle and prac- 
tice be not neceflary and invariable, it will 
not, I fuppofe, be denied, that there is fome 
connexion. Here then one avenue to the 
heart is opened. If the tendency of reli-i 
gious knowledge be good, wifdom muft 
dired, and duty oblige us to cultivate it. 
For tendency will, at leaft in fome cafes, 
rife into efFed; and, probably, in more 
cafes than are known and obferved by the 
world. Befides the diftinguiihed examples 
of true religion and virtue which have, more 
or lefs, adorned every age of the Chriftian 
sera, what numbers may there be, in th^ 

morQ 
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more filent and private fcenes of life, over- s E R M. 
looked by fuperficial obfervers of mankind, ^ 
on whofe hearts and lives religious prin- 
ciples have the moft happy influence ? Even 
on loofe and giddy minds, where they are 
far from accomplifhing their full effedt, their 
influence is, frequently, not altogether lofl:. 
ImpreflSons of religion often check vice iu 
its career. They prevent it from proceed- 
ing its utmofl; length ; and though they do 
not entirely reform the oflfender, they ferve 
to maintain order in fociety. Perfons who 
are now bad, might probably have been 
worfe without them, and the world have 
fuflTered more from unreftrained licentiouf-* 
nefs. They often fow latent feeds of good-* 
nefs in the heart, which proper circum- 
ftances and occafions. afterwards ripen; 
though the reformation of the oflfender may 
not be fo confpicuous, as his former enor- 
mities have been. From the native ten- 
dency of jeligious belief, there is reafon to 
conclude, that thofe good efieds of it arc 
pot fo rare as fome would reprefent them. 
By its nature and tendency, we can • better 

judge 
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SERM. judge of its effeds, than by obfervations 
r ,— g drawn from a fuppofed experience, which 
often is narrow in its compafs, alnd falla- 
cious in its conclufions. 

The adtual influence of pr inciple and be- 
lief on mankind, admits of clear illuftration 
from uncontefted matter of fad. They 
who hold the good cfFedts of chriftian prin- 
ciples to be fo inconfiderable, as to render 
the propagation of them of fmall import- 
ance will be at no lofs to give us inftances^ 
of corrupt principles of belief having had 
the moft powerful influence on the world. 
Loud complaints we hear from this quarter 
of the direful effedts which fuperflition and 
enthuliafm have produced ; of their having 
poifoned the tempers, and transformed the 
manners of men; of their having over-, 
come the flrongeft reftraints of law, of rea- 
fon, and humanity. Is this then the cafe, 
that all principles, except good ones, are of 
fuch mighty energy. J^-^trange ! that falfe 
religion fhould be able to much, and 
true religion fo little ; that beuef^, fo pow- 
erful in the one cafe, Ihould be fo impo- 
tent 



Digitized by 



Religious Knowledge to Mankind. 443 

tent in the other. — No impartial inquirer, S E R M. 
furely can entertain this opinion. The ^ 
whole hiftory of mankind fhows that their 
religious tenets and principles, of whatever 
nature they be, are of great influence in 
forming their character, and direding their 
condu£t. The mifchief which falfe prin- 
ciples have done, affords a good argument 
to guard carefully againft errour ; but as it 
is a proof of what belief can do, it gives 
ground to hope the more from it, when 
rightly directed. The fame torrent which, 
when it is put out of its natural courfe, ' f -^ 
overflows and lays vrafte a country, adorns 
and enriches it, when running in its pro- 
per channel. . If it be alleged that fuper- < 
ftition>is likely to be more powerful in its 
eflfeds than truth, becanfe it agrees better 
with the follies and corruptions of the world, 
we may oppofe to this, on the other 
hand, that truth has the divine blefllng and 
the countenance of Heaven on its fide. 
Let us always hope well of a caufe that is 
good in itfelf, and beneficial to mankind. 
Truth is mighty, and will prevail. Let us 

Ipread 
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S E R M. fpread the incorruptible feed as widely as we 
can, and tnift in God that he will give the 
increafe. Having thus fliewn the import- 
ance of religious knowledge to mankind in 
the way of improvement, let us 

In the fecond place, confider it in the 
light of confolation; as bringing ^id and 
relief to us amidft the diftrefles of life. 
Here religion inconteftably triumphs; and 
its happy efFefts, in this refpedl, furnifh a 
ftrong argument to every benevolent mind 
for wifliing them to be farther diflufed 
throughout the world. For without the 
belief and hope afforded by divine Reve- 
^ Ution, the circumftances of man are ex- 

tremely forlorn. He finds himfelf placed 
here as a ftranger in a vaft univerfc, where 
the powers and operations of nature are 
very imperfedlly known ; where both the 
beginnings and the iffues of things are in- 
volved in myfterious darknefs ; where he 
is unable to difcover, with any certainty, 
whence he fprung, or for what purpofe he 
w^s brought into this i^at^ of exiftence ; 

whether 
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whether he be fubjefted to the government S E R 
of a mild, or of a wrathful ruler ; what con- ^^J^ 
ftrudioii he is to put on many of the dif- 
penfations of his providence; and what his 
fate is to be when he departs hence. What 
a difconfolate fituation to a ferious inquir- 
ing mind ! The greater degree of virtue it . 
poflefles,'^ its fenfibility is likely to be the 
more opprefled by this burden of labouring 
thought. Even though it were in one's 
power to banifli all uneafy thought, and to 
fill up the hours of life with perpetual 
amufemcnt, life fo filled up would, upon 
reflection, appear poor and trivial. But 
thefe are far from being the terms upon 
which man is brought into this world. He 
is confcious that his being is frail and 
feeble ; he fees himfelf befet with various 
dangers ; and is expofed to many a me- 
lancholy apprehenfion, from the evils 
which he may have to encounter, before he 
arrives at the clofe of life. In this diftrcflfed 
condition, to reveal to him fuch difcbveries 
of the Supreme Being as the Chriftian reli- 
gion affords, is to reveal to him a Father 

9 and 
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• and a Friend ; is to let in a ray of the moft 
/ cheering light upon the darknefs of the hu- 
man eftate. He who was before a defti- 
tute orphan, wandering in the inholpitable 
defert, has now gained a ftielter from the 
bitter and inclement blaft. He now knows 
to whom to pray, and in whom to truft; 
where to unbofom his forrows j and from 
what hand to look for relief. 

It is certain, that when the heart bleeds 
from fome wound of recent misfortune, 
nothing is of equal efficacy with religious 
comfort. It is of. power to enlighten the 
darkeft hour, and to afTwage the fevereft 
woe, by the belief of divine favour, and 
the profpedl of a blefled immortality. In 
fuch hopes, the mind expatiates with joyj 
and, when bereaved of its ev^hly friends, 
folaces itfelf with the thoughts of one Friend, 
who will never forfake it. Refined rea- 
fonings concerning the nature of the hu- 
man condition, and the improvement which 
philofophy teaches us to make of every 
event, may entertain the mind when it is 
at eafe ; may perhaps contribute to footh 

7 it, 
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it, when flightly touched with forrow. SERM. 
But when it is torn with any fore diftrefs, ^ 
they are cold and feeble^ compared with a 
dired: promife from the word of God. 
This is (m anchor to the foul both Jure and 
fiedfaji. This has given confolation and 
refuge to many a virtuous heart, at a time 
when the moft qogent reafonings would 
have proved utterly unavailing. 

Upon the approach of death, efpecially 
^hen, if a man thinks at all, his anxiety 
about his future interefts muft naturally in- 
creafe, the power of religious confolation is 
fenfibly felt. Then appears, in the moft 
ftriking light, the high value of the difco- 
veries made by the Gofpel ; not only life 
and immortality revealed, but a Mediator 
with God difcovered mercy proclaimed, 
through him, to the frailties of the penitent 
and the humble ; and his prefence pro- 
mifed to be with them when they are pafl^ 
ing through the valley of the fhadow of 
deaths in order to bring them fafe into un- 
feen habitations of reft and joy. Here is 
ground for their leaving the world with 

comfort 
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S £ R M« comfort and peace. But in this fevere and 
XV. 

trying period, this labouring hour of na- 
ture, how fhall the unhappy man fupport 
himfelf, who knows not, or believes, not, 
the difcoveries of religion ? Secretly confci- 
ous to himfelf that he has not aded his part 
as he ought to have done, the fins cf . his 
paft life arife before him in fad remem- 
brance. He wiflies to exift after death, 
and yet dreads that exiftencc. The Go- 
vernour of the world is unknown. He can- 
not tell whether every endeavour to obtain 
his mercy may not be vain. All is aw- 
ful obfcurity around him; and in the midft 
of endlefs doubts and perplexities, the trem- 
bling, reludtant foul is forced away from 
the body. As the misfortunes of life muft, 
to fuch a man, have been moft opprc^Eve, 
fo its end is bitter. His fun fets in a dark 
cloud ; and the night of death clofes over 
his head, full of mifery. — Having now 
Ihewn how important the knowledge of the 
Lord is, both to the improvement and the 
confolation of man, confidered as an indi- 
vidual, I am next to ftiew, , 

II. How 
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' II. How important this knowldge is to s ^ R M. 
him as a member of fociety. This branch ^„ ^'..i 
of the fubjedJ: is in part anticipated by what 
has been faid. For all the improvement 
which man receives as an individual, re- 
dQunds to the benefit of the public. Society 
Teaps the fruit of the virtues of all the 
members who compofe it ; aiid in propor- 
tion as each, apart, is made better, the 
whole muft flourifh. 

But befides this efFed, religious know- 
ledge has a, diredt tendency to improve the 
focial interqourfe of men, and to affift them 
in co-operating for common good. It is 
the great inftrument of civilizing the mul- 
titude, and forming them to union. It 
tames the fiercewfs of their paffions, and 
fdftens the rudenefs of their manners. 
There is much reafon to doubt whether 
any regular fociety ever fuhfifted, or could 
fubfift, in the world, deftitute of all reli- 
gious ideas and principles. They who, in 
early times, attempted to bring the wan- 
dering and fcattered tribes of men from the 
woods, and to unite them in cities and 
. Vol. II. G g com- 
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s R ft coiiraranities, always foUtA it fieceflary to 
begin with feme inftitution of teliglbm 
The trifeft Icgiftatots of old, thtought}i^ 
whofe progrefs oF theii^ fyfteihS of goV6m- 
ment, eonfidered religioft ad eflefifia! to ciVil 
polity. If mn thofe irilperfed fbrins of 
it, loaded with fo much fupedlition and 
crrour, were importaht to the wrffeW- of 
focicty, how much more thdt feafbniMe 
worftiip of the true God, ^hich id taught 
by the Gofpct I True rellgidfl Ififroduces 
the idea of regular fubjedion, by afecuf- 
tomitig mankind to the awe Of fuperiour 
power in th* D^iiy, joifted ^;<rilh the Tehe- 
rttioh of fu})erioUr infaom ind goodnefs. 
It is by it^'rl^urt ari iflbtiatlhg princli^jie; 
and creates new and facted bobd^ of unfeh 
among men. Coramdm alfenlbltes fot rdi- 
gious worfliip, and joitit homage o8eftd 
lip to one God; thi fenfeof being all dfe- 
pendent on the fame prote^lioh, arid bblihd 
tb duty by the fame ties, fhirfers in 'tfciiK 
famt benefits of hbavttt, attd expe£katitr*of 
the fame reward, tend tb awildin the f^h- 
titaents of friendly relation,* and to tptt- 

- firm 
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firm and ftreogthen our mutual coiinexiofl. S t^M. 
The dodtrine of Chriftiaaity is moft advetfe 
to all tyranny and oppreflion, but highly 
favourable to the interefts of good govern- 
ment among men* It reprefles the fpiirit 
of lictotiottfnefe and fedition. It inculcated 
the duty of fubor^iination to lawful fupe« 
rloum« It required us to fear Gt^^ U 
niour the king^ md ^i?t to meddle with them 
4h4t are given to change^ 

Reli^ous knowledge lotwards all ufefiil 
and ofnamenml improvements in fociety. 
Experience lhows> that^ ia prc^rtion as it 
diSufes its lights learning flourifhes, and 
liberai arts are cultivated and advanced. 
Juft conceptions df religion promote a free 
and manly fpirit. They lead men to think 
for themfelves ; to form then: principles 
upon faif inquiry, and not to reflgft theix* 
aonTcie^ce to the dictates of men. Hence 
they aaturally infpire averfion to flavery of 
«v5ery kin4 j and promote a tafte for liberty 
«mI laws. Ddfpotic governments have ge- 
neraily tak*ft the finneft root among nations 
that wtipe blinded by Mahometan br Pagan 

darknels; 
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S E R M. darknefs ; where the throne of violence h4$ 
XV. 

V, ^' » been fupported by ignorance and falfe reli- 
gion. In the Chriftian world, during Ihofe 
centuries in which grofs fuperftition held its 
reign undifturbed, oppreflion and llavery 
were in its train. The cloud of ignorance 
fat thick and deep over the nations ; and 
the world was threatened with a relapfe into 
ancient barbarity. As foon as the true 
knowledge of the Lord revived, at the aufpir 
cious aera of the Reformation, learning, li- 
berty, and arts, began to fliine forth "with 
it, and to refume their luftre. 

But the happy influence which religion 
exerts on fociety, extends much farther than 
to effects of this! kind. It is not only ful>- 
fidiary to the improvement, but neceflary to 
the prefervation of fociety. It is the very 
bafis on which it refts. Religious prinr 
ciple is what gives men the fureft hold of 
one another. That laft and greateft pledge 
of veracity, an oath, without which no fo-i 
ciety could fubfift, derives its whole aiithor 
rity from an eftablifhed reverence of G(^i 
to whpixi it is a folemn appeal. Banifh rer 
6 ■ ■ ^ Q ligidus 
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ligious principle, and you loofen all the SERM. 
boncis which conned: mankind together; ^ 
you fliake the fundamental pillar of mutual 
confidence and truft ; you render the fecu- 
rity arifing from laws, in a great meafure, 
void and inefFeftual. For human laws, and 
human fan£lions, cannot extend to number- 
lefs cafes, in which the fafety of mankind 
is deeply concerned. They would prove 
very feeble inftruments of order and peace, 
if there were no checks upon the condudt of 
men from the fenfe of divine legiflation ; if 
no belief of future rewards and punifliments 
were to overawe confcience, and to fupply 
the defe£ts of human government. 

Indeed, the belief of religion is of fiich 
Importance to public welfare, that the moft 
exprcffive defcription we could give of a 
fociety of men in the utmoft diforder, would 
be to fay, that there was no fear of God 
left among them. Imagination would im« 
mediately conceive of them as abandoned to 
r^ine and violence, to perfidy and treachery; 
as deceiving and deceived, oppreffing and 
pppfcffedj conliimed by inteftine broils, 
G g 3 and 
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s £ R M. and ripe for becoming a prey to the fii^ 
^^J'^ invaden On the other hand, in order fb 
form the idea of a focicty flourifhing in its 
higheft glory, we need only conceive the 
belief of Chriftian principles exerting its full 
influence on the hearts and lives of all the 
members* Inftantly, the moft amiable fcene 
would open to our view. We fcould fee 
the caufes of public difunion removed, when 
men were animated with that noble fpirit of 
love and chvity which our religion breathes; 
and formed to the purfuit of thofe higher 
interefts, which give no occafion to compe- 
tition and jealoufy. We ftiould fee families, 
neighbourhoods, and communities, living in 
unbroken amity, and purfuing, with one 
heart and mind, the common intereft ; fo-- 
briety of manners, and fimplicity of life, 
reftored j virtuous induftry carrying on its 
ufeful labours, and cheerful contentment 
every where reigning. Politicians may lay 
down what plans they pleafe for advancing 
public profperity j but, in truth, it is the 
prevalency of fuch principles of religion an4 
virtue, which forms the ftr^ngth and glory 
4 
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d a i^ation. When thefe are totally want- s E R M. 
ing, no meaiures contrived by human wif- . ^ 
dom can fupply the defedl. In proportion 
as thcypreyail^ they raife the ftate of focicty 
fjrom that fad degeneracy into which it is at 
prefent funk j ^nd carry it forward, under 
the bleffing of Heaven, towards that happy 
period, when nation Jhall not lift up their 
/word againfi nation^ nor learn war any 
mor?. 

In order to prove the importance of reli- 
gious knowledge to the intereft of fociety, 
one confideration more, deferving particu- 
lar attention, remains to be mentioned. It 
is, that if good feed be not fown in the field, 
tares will infallibly Ijpring up. The pro- 
penfion towards religion is ftrong in the 
human heart. There is a natural prepa- 
ration in our minds, for receiving fome im- 
preffions of fupernatural belief. Upon 
thefe, among ignorant and uncultivated 
men, fuperftition or enthufiafm never fail 
to graft themfelves. Into what monftrous 
forms thefe have fliot forth, and what va- 
rious mifchicfs they have produced to fo- 
G g 4 ciety, 
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s E R M. cicty, is too well known. Nor is this the 
j whole of the danger. Defigning men are 
always ready to take advantage of this po- 
pular weaknefs, and to diredl the fuperfti- 
tious bias of the multitude to their own am- 
bitious and intercfted ends. Superftition, 
in itfelf a formidable evil, threatens confe- 
quences ftill more formidable, when it is 
rendered the tool of dcfign and craft. HLencc 
arifes one of the moft powerful arguments 
for propagating with zeal, as far as our in- 
fluence can extend, the pure and undefiled 
do£trines of the Gofpel of Chrift ; in order 
that juft and rational principles of religion 
may fill up that room in the minds of men, 
which dangerous fanaticifm will otherwife 
ufurp. 

This confideration alone is fufBcient to 
fliow the high utility of the defign under- 
taken by the Society for propagating Chriftr 
ian Knowledge. With great propriety, 
they have bellowed their chief attention on 
a remote quarter of our own country, where, 
from a variety of caufes, ignorance and fu- 
perftition had gained more ground, than in 

any 
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any other corner of the land ; where the SERM^ 
inhabitants, by their local fituatiori, were 
more imperfe£lly fupplied with the means 
of proper education and inftrudlion ; and at 
the fame time expofed to the fedudions of 
fuch as fought to pervert them from the 
truth. The laudable endeavours of this 
Society in diffufing religious and ufeful 
knowledge through this part of the country, 
have already been crowned with much fuc- 
cefs ; and more is ftill to be expefted from 
the continuance of their pious and well- 
diredled attention. 

With fuch good defigns, it becomes all 
to co-operate, who are lovers of mankind. 
Thus fliall they fliow their juft fenfe of the 
value of that blefling which they enjoy, in 
the knowledge of the 6ofpel of Chrift; 
and their gratitude to Heaven for confer- 
ring it upon them. Thus fliall they make 
the bleffings of thofe who are now ready 
to peri/b through lack of knowledge^ defcend 
upon their heads. Thus fliall they contri- 
bute their endeavours for bringing forward 
that Jiappy period foretold by ancient pro- 
phecy; 
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M phccy; when tbire Jkall he one Lord ov^r 
all the earthy and bis name one ; when that 
name fl:all be great frcm the rijing to the fet^ 
ting fun ; when there Jl.all be nttbtng to hurt 
nor deftroy in all the holy mountain of God; 
but judgment fball dwell in the wildemefs^ 
and righteoufnefs remain in the fruitfulfeld; 
the defert fball rejoice^ and bloffom as the rofe; 
and the eartb fl^all be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the fea *. 

* Zechar. 3^v. 9. Malachi, i, |i. I£uali, xxxii. 16. 
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^itk a View of the Progrefs of Society in Eurepf 
from the JSubverfion.of the Roman Empire to the Be- 
ginning of the Sixteenth Century. By William Ra^ 
iertfiny D. D. Embellilhed with 4 Plates, elegantly 
engraved : 3 Vols. 3I. 3s. 

Another Edition in 4 Vols. 8vo. iL 4s. 

The Hiftory of ^i»«riAr, Vols. I. and By the 
fame Author. lUuftratcd with Maps, ah as, * 
Anoii^r Edition in 3 Vols. 8vo. iSs. 

The Hiftory of the Reign of PhiUp the Second, 
King of Spain. By kobert Waifiny LL. D. Proidlbr 
Df Pfailofophy and Rhetoric, at the Univerfity of Su 
Jndrtws. ad Edition ; 2 Vols. 2I. 2S.. 

Another Edition in 3 Vols. 8vo. 18s. 

The Hiftory of the Decline and Fall of the Roman 
Empire. By Edward Gibbon^ Efq ; 3 Vols. ; which 
complete a Period of Hiftory from the Age of Trajat^ 
and the Antoninesj to the total Deftruftion of the R^ 
man Empire in the Weft. Adorned with a Head of the 
Author, and Maps adapted to the Work. 3I. 3s. Boards. 

The Second and Third Volumes may be had ief 
parateto complete Sets. 2I. 2S. Boards. 

•f+t Another Edition in 3 Vds. Svo.^igs. 

The Hiftory of the Progrefs and Termination of the 
Roman Republic. By jfdam Fergufon^ LL.D. Pro- 
feflbr of Moral Philofophy in the Univerfity of 
burgh. 3 Vols. 2I. 12S. 6cl. Boards,' 

Mifcellaneous State Papers, from 1501 to 1726, in 
2 Vols. Colledled from the Mnftimiy Hardwicktj mk 
other valuable Colleftions. 2! 2s. 

Memoirs of Great Britain and Ireland^ from the 
Difiblutton of the laft Parliament of CharUi II. tintil 
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the Sea Battle off La Hegut. Bjr Sir Johm Dabjm^^ 

Bart. %A Edition ; 2 Vols. tl. 6s. 

The Second Volume, confifting chiefly of 
Letters from the French Ambafladors in Engbmd 
to their Co^irt, and iirom Charles II* yames. Ilh 
King JVilliam and Queen Marjy fcc itc, iale^ 
fpeHW with hiftorical Relations neceffio-y ti^ co^* 
ned the Papers together^ may be had U^i$!^. 
Price il. 2S. Boards. 

The Hiftory of the Legal Polity of theit^iMif.StjRe ^ 
and of the Riie, Prbgrefs, and Extent of the ^tCmm 
Laws. By Hjmas Biver^ LL.D. il. is. 

An Inquiry into the Natureand Catiifes sf the Wealth 
of Nations. By Adam Smkhy LL. D. F. R. S. fennerly 
Profcffor of Moral Philofophy in the Univerfity of Gfc/- 
g9W\ 2 Vols. 2I. 2S. 2d Edition. 
4 An Account of the Voyages undertaken by Oi^ 
of his prefent Majefty, for making Difcoveries in tt^ 
Southern Hcmifphere, and fucceffively perforfned 
Commodore Byron^ Capt. WaWsj and' Capt. Cart^telf 
in the Dolphin^ StJUallotVy and the Ettdiavour\ drawn up 
from the Journals which were kept by the fevdral 
Commanders, and from the Papers of J^feph BinAi^ 
Efq ; and Dr Sshnder. By y9hn Hawhfiuorthy LL. D, 
Iliuftrated with Cuts, and a great Variety of Charb 
and Maps (in all 52 Plates), relative to theCoUhl^ 
nowfirft difcovcred, or hkherto but imperfcftly known. 
Price 3I. I2S. bound. 

An Account of a Voyage towards the South Pdc^ 
and round the World ; performed in his Majefty^ 
Ships the Refolution and Adueniurey in the Years 1772^ 
1773, 1774^ and 1775. Wxitten by Jamet Coetf 
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Conimander of th6 Refoluthn. In which is included, 
C^i^t2L\nFurneaux*i Narrative of his Proceedings in the 
Jiviniure during the Separation of the ^ips. Ele- 
gantly printed in 2 Vols. Royal. lUuftrJited >with 
Maps and Charh, and a Variety of Portriits of Per- 
Ifons; and Views af Places, drawn duririg the Voyage 
iJfx.' Itodges^ and engraved by the moft eminent 

OCTJVO Md tPFELVES. 
A Philofophical apd Political Hiftory of the Settle- 
ments and Trade of the Europeans in the Eaft and JFi^ 
Ifidhs. Tranflatcdfro^i the/^riwrcAof the Abh6 Raynali^ 
by Jufiamondt M. A. A "^w Edition, carefully 
revife^, in 8 Vols^ 8ro. ancl illuftrated with Maps. 
2I. 8s. , . 

^ §k|ptches of^ the Hiftory of Man, by the Author of 
|the Elements of Criticifm. 4 Vols. 2d Edit. il. 4s, 
. £\emems of General Hiftory, tranflated from the 
Trench of the Abbe MilloU Ancient and Modern Hif- 
torjr.^ .5V0IB. 8vo. iK 15s. 
' An Ecclefiafticai Hiftory, Ancient; and Modern^ 
iFrpm the Birth of Chrift to the Beginning of the pre- 
ffiit Century.. lit which the Rife, Progrefe, and 
VariatioiiS of .Church Power, are coniidered, in their 
Conne£tion with ^he State of Learning and Philofo- 
phy, and th(^ political Hiftory of Euroft^ during tha^ 
Period, By tbe late learned John Lawrence Mojheim^ 
. IVanflated, and accompanied with Notes and 
Chrpnological Tables, by Archibald Maclaine^ D. 
To the whole is added an accurate Index.. The ad 
Edit^op, corrected and ipiproved by Additional NLoies, 
and feveral Appendixes, 5 Vols, ih los. 
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Obfervations on Mount VifuviuSf Mount Mtna^ and 
other Volcanos, in a Series of Letters addrefled to the 
Royal Society, from Sir WiUiam Hamilton^ Knight of 
the Bmhj F. R. To which are added Explana- 
tory Notes, by the Author, hitherto unpubliflied. II- 
luftrated with Plates. 3d Edition. 4s. 6d. 

A Tour through Sicily and Malta. In a Series of 
Letters to William Beckfordj Efq ; of Somerly in Suf^ 
filky from P. Brydom F.R.S. 2 Vols, illuftrated 
with a Map. 3d Edition.. I2S. 

A Tour through fomc of the Northern Farts of Bu- 
r$pey particularly Copenhagen^ Stockholm^ and Peter/- 
burghy in a Series of Letters, by JV. Wraxallj Jun. 
3d Edition. 6s. 

A Journey to the Weftcm Ifles of Scotland. By the 
Author of the Rambler. 6s 

A View of Society and Manners in France^ Smt" 
aerlandf and Germany^ with Anecdotes relating to 
fome eminent Charafters. By Join Moore^ M. D. 
2 Vols. 5th Edition. 12s. 

A View of Socjetyand Manners in Italy^ with Anec- • 
dotes relating to. fome eminent Charaders, By -the j 
feme Author. 2 Vols. 3d Edition, 14s. j 

A Joucney from Gitraltar to Malaga^ with a View . 
of the Garrifon and its Environs, fs^r. £^f. Illuftrated ' 
with a View of each Municipal Town, and a Chart; 
^ feTr. By Francis Carter^ Efq'; 2 Vols. 14s. 
' ' Sermons on various Subjofb, by the late John Far* 
fuhoTj M. A. Minifter at Niggj carefully correSed from 
' ' the Author's MSS. by George Campbell, D. D. Prin- • 
cipal of Marifchal College ; and Alexander Gerrard, , 
D. D. ProfefForof Divinity in King^%Co\\t%tj Aberdeen. '\ 
2 Vols, ^d Edition. 7s, 
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